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Publisher's  Notice. 


Your  Export  Trade. 

The  man  who  can  'help  your  export  business  more  than 
anyone  else  is  the  Merchant  Shipper.  He  is  the  via  media 
between  the  manufacturer  and  wholesale  dealer  at  Home 
and  the  buyer  Abroad.  Therefore  it  is  good  business  to 
cultivate  the  Man  with  the  Indent.  An  excellent  op- 
portunity for  doing  this  is  afforded  to  all  who  have 
chemists'  goods  to  sell  by  the  publication  on  March  11 
next  of  the 

Export  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue 

of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  If  you  have  not  already 
booked  advertising  space  in  that  Issue,  do  so  at  once. 
The  Publisher  has  issued  an  attractive  booklet  on  the 
subject,  and  a  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  anyone  in- 
teracted by  application  to  him  at  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


Summary  of  this  Issue. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

The  mixture  of  salts  given  in  our  Corner  for  Students  this 
month  was  deliquescent,  and  made  an  unusually  good  test 
of  young  analysts'  abilities.  Dr.  Dobbin  gives  excellent  hints 
for  meeting  such  difficulties  (p.  34). 

The  division  of  the  Minor  examination  is  the  subject  of 
the  second  of  our  series  of  articles  on  the  proposed  curri- 
culum. Few  chemists  know  or  keep  in  mind  how  frequently 
and  fearfully  the  examination  has  been  extended.  We  give 
the  facts  and  figures,  and  show  that  the  proposed  division  is 
not  a  real  division,  and  will  afford  little,  if  any,  relief  to 
candidates  (p.  48). 

Deaths  from  poisoning  in  England  and  Wales  during  1909 
are  analysed  in  an  article  on  p.  50,  which  is  based  on  the 
Registrar-General's  report.  It  proves,  once  more,  the  ad- 
vantages of  qualification  in  the  seller. 

The  rapid  rise  in  quicksilver  has  aroused  considerable 
curiosity,  and  the  position  is  outlined  in  our  Editorial  columns 
(p.  50)/ 

Letters  to  the  Editor  touch  on  topical  subjects,  and  conclude 
this  week  with  one  on  "'Trade  Cutting"  communicated  to 
the  C.  cfc  D.  fifty  years  ago,  which  is  as  fresh  in  sentiment  as 
on  the  day  it  was  written  (p.  64). 

Xrayser  II.  this  week  deals  with  the  widely  different  sub- 
jects of  baking  powder,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  Parliament,  dental 
caries,  infants'  feeding-booties,  and  the  -unpopularity  of 
doctors  (p.  47). 

We  continue  our  criticisms  of  the  draft  curriculum  scheme 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  This  week  the  method  pro- 
posed for  dividing  the  Minor  is  what  we  object  to  (p.  48). 

We  analyse  the  statistics  of  poisonings  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Registrar-General  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  number  of  accidents  and  suicides  remains  fairly  constant, 
but  there  is  a  fashion  in  poisons  used  for  suicidal  purposes 
(p.  50). 

The  Week's  News 


Some  notes  regarding  the  career  of  the  late  Mr.  David 
McLaren  are  contributed  by  one  of  his  friends  (p.  38). 

Mr.  B.  D.  Jones  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Trans- 
vaal Pharmacy  Board  (p.  39). 

The  action  brought  by  Henry  Squire,  Cash  Chemist,  Ltd., 
against  a  firm  of  auditors,  has  finished  in  favour  of  the 
defendants  (p.  40). 

A  chemist's  assistant  .named  John  J.  Hutchison,  for  whom 
a  warrant  was  out  on  a  charge  of  criminal  poisoning,  com- 
mitted suicide  with  prussic  acid  on  Monday  (p.  57). 

Members  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  appear  to  have  enjoyed  themselves  at  the  last 
evening  meeting.  Fresh  and  concentrated  infusions,  a 
chloral  and  magnesia  mixture,  and  liquorice  in  mixtures  were 
the  congenial  subjects  (p.  44). 

Tffe  Court  of  Appeal  has  decided  a  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  case  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lesohcr  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  the  decision  being  of  interest  to  all  manufac- 
turin<r  chemists  in  the  United  Kingdom  (p.  40). 

A  dispute  about  an  agreement  to  purchase  an  Eton  chemist  s 
business  was  the  subject  of  an  action  in  the  High  Court  on 
February  21.  The  judge  held  that  the  defendant  was  justi- 
fied in  refusing  to  proceed  with  the  purchase  (p.  41). 

Dr.  W.  Ettles  gave  an  instructive  address  on  the  physi- 
ology of  vision  before  the  members  of  the  Institute  of 
Ophthalmic  Opticians.  The  lecture  was  especially  noticeable 
for  the  beautiful  lantern  slides  which  were  employed  (p.  54). 

Some  evidence  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  activity  in  Parliament 
is  afforded  by  the  questions  he  has  asked  in  the  House  of 
Commons  (p.  52). 

The  Home  Secretary  has  been  interviewed  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  regarding 
the  Government  Shops  Bill  (p.  52). 

The  curriculum  proposals  continue  to  be  discussed  by 
chemists'  local  Associations.  The  compulsory  study  before  the 
Intermediate  examination  is  generally  condemned,  and  the 
support  of  the  rest  is  half-hearted.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  spoke  on  the  whole 
subject  on  his  native  heath  last  week.  See  p.  57. 
Trade  and  Market  Matters. 

The  markets  have  assumed  quieter  conditions  this  week, 
but  the  trend  of  prices  generally  is  still  distinctly  upwards, 
with  the  exception  of  menthol  and  Japanese  peppermint  oil, 
in  which  there  is  an  easier  feeling.  Quicksilver,  morphine, 
mercurials,  antimony,  ammonia  sulphate,  codeine,  ood[liver 
oil,  platinum,  turpentine,  and  wood-oil  are  dcar°r.  At  the 
drug-auctions  firsthand  supplies  onlv  wore  die  rod  (p.  .rR). 
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CORNER  FOR  STUDENTS. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


All  communications  for  this  section  should  be  addressed  thus  : 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C," 


Report  on  February  Analytical  Exercise. 

THE  powder  distributed  to  students  on  January  25  con- 
tained 3  parts  by  weight  of  lead  nitrate,  1  part  of  bis- 
muth oxynitrate,  and  1  part  of  cadmium  nitrate.  The  cal- 
culated composition  of  such  a  mixture  is  : 

Pb    57.5 

Bi    14.5 

Cd      7.3 

N03   '    34.9 

O    1.1 

ILO    4.7 

100.0 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  constituents,  the  powder  also 
contained  slightly  less  than  1  per  cent,  of  intentionally 
added  silver  nitrate,  and  the  sulphuric-acid  radical  was  pre- 
sent as  impurity  in  minute  quantity. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  sixty-one. 
students,  and  twenty-five  reports  were  sent  in  for  examina- 
tion. The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  several  main 
constituents  of  the  powder  were  :  (a)  Metallic  radicals  : 
Lead.  2  ;  bismuth,  7  ;  cadmium,  23.  (b)  Nitric-acid  radical, 
1.  The  small  quantity  of  silver  present  was  not  detected 
by  any  of  our  correspondents. 

Owing  to  a  variety  of  circumstances,  this  month's  exer- 
cise has  proved  to  be  the  most  troublesome  of  the  present 
tournament  series.  Prior  to  mixing  the  ingredients,  there 
was  some  expectation,  on  account  of  the  deliquescent  nature 
of  cadmium  nitrate,  that  the  resulting  mixture  might  prove 
too  deliquescent  to  distribute  in  paper  packets  ;  but  as  the 
powder  exhibited  no  traces  of  deliquescence  and  remained 
perfectly  granular  throughout  the  processes  of  mixing  and 
dividing,  it  was  sent  out  without  hesitation.  When  left 
exposed  to  t he  air  of  a  moderately  warm  room,  a  thin  layer 
of  the  powder  has  remained  under  our  own  observation  for 
ten  days  without  deliquescence,  but  in  a  protected  place  in 
the  open  air.  or  in  a  cool  damp  situation  within  doors,  well- 
marked  deliquescence  took  place  in  a  day  or  two.  As  we  en- 
deavour to  avoid  the  distribution  to  our  correspondents  of 
deliquescent  mixtures,  we  regret  that  the  samples  of  "this 
powder  should  have  reached  them  in  the  moist  condition 
which  a  few  describe.  The  added  difficulty  due  to  this  con- 
dition must,  however,  have  been  much  the  same  for  all 
applicants. 

One  or  two  correspondents  make  reference  this  month  to 
the  small  quantity  of  the  powder  supplied  for  analysis.  In 
connection  with  this  we  would  merely  state  that  the  uniform 
quantity  of  1  gram  per  sample  was,  as  usual,  supplied  on  this 
occasion,  but  the  quantity  may  have  appeared  unusually 
small,  partly  on  account  of  the  high  density  of  the  powder 
(which  often  leads  to  a  greater  actual  weight  being  em- 
ployed for  each  test  than  would  be  used  of  a  less  dense 
powder)  and  partly  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  sub- 
stance in  the  deliquesced  state  having  soaked  into  the  paper 
of  the  packet.  On  several  previous  occasions  the  reasons 
have  been  given  for  limiting  the  supply  of  the  powder  to  the 
quantity  stated  and  they  need  not  be  repeated  now.  Some 
thirty-five  years  ago  the  writer,  as  a  correspondent  of  this 
column,  was  occasionally  disposed  to  regard  the  quantity 
■  if  material  then  supplied  (certainly  not  more  than  at  pre- 
sent) as  excessively  small ;  but  since  then  has  not  only  not 
had  cause  to  regret  ,  but.  on  the  contrary,  has  had  reason  on 


I  many  occasions  to  be  grateful  for  the  experiences  gained 
while  working  under  the  discipline  of  being  compelled  to 
carry  out  delicate  analytical  operations  with  minute  quan- 
tities of  material.  We  are  gratified  that  so  many  corre- 
spondents have  sent  in  reports  in  spite  of  the  somewhat  un- 
usual difficulties  introduced  by  the  circumstances  referred 
to  above,  and  that  they  have  endeavoured  to  face  these 
difficulties  as  "  things  to  be  overcome." 

The  most  remarkable  feature  about  the  exercise,  as  a 
whole,  is  the  almost  unprecedented  proportion  of  failures 
to  detect  cadmium.  A  few  failures  were  due  to  omission 
to  test  for  this  metal,  but  of  those  students  who  did  test 
for  it  only  two  succeeded  in  obtaining  evidence  of  its  pre- 
sence. When  cadmium  occurs  in  a  mixture  along  with  lead, 
it  is  very  frequently  missed  in  the  systematic  analysis  be- 
cause hydrogen  sulpiride  has  been  passed  (with  a  view  to 
precipitating  the  sulphides  of  the  copper  and  arsenium 
groups)  through  a  solution  which  was  left  far  too  strongly , 
acid  with  the  hydrochloric  acid  employed  to  get  the  whole 
of  the  original  lead  compound  into  solution,  and  precipita- 
tion of  cadmium  sulphide  either  does  not  take  place  at  all 
or  has  only  been  very  partial.  In  such  cases  the  examina- 
tion of  the  precipitated  sulphides  may  not  afford  any  indica- 
tion that  cadmium  was  present  in  the  original  substance, 
while  the  cadmium  may  pass  into  the  nitrate  from  these 
sulphides  and  be  mistaken  for  something  else  at  a  later 
stage  in  the  analysis.  We  believe  that  the  supposed  indica- 
tions of  magnesium  reported  by  several  students  were  due 
to  cadmium  thus  left  unprecipitated  as  sulphide.  High 
dilution  with  water  and  saturation  of  the  diluted  liquid 
with  hydrogen  sulphide  are  essential  in  order  to  attain  any- 
thing like  complete  precipitation  of  the  cadmium  as  sul- 
phide. The  proportion  of  cadmium  present  in  the  mixture 
was  moderately  large,  but  careful  treatment  was  evidently 
required  in  order  to  recognise  it  in  the  quantity  of  sub- 
stance available  for  the  systematic  examination  for  metallic 
radicals. 

We  were  not  surprised  that  the  very  small  quantity  of' 
silver  was  not  detected  in  the  systematic  analysis,  but  if 
any  of  our  correspondents  had  made  a  special  examination 
for  it  they  might  readily  have  proved  its  presence.  When 
the  powder  was  boiled  with  dilute  nitric  acid,  it  dissolved 
completely  ;  and  when  a  single  drop  of  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid  was  added  to  the  cooled  solution,  a  small  quantity  of 
a  white  flocculent  precipitate  separated  which  was  alto- 
gether unlike  lead  chloride  and  was  capable  of  easy  recog- 
nition as  silver  chloride  by  exposing  it  to  light  and  observ- 
ing the  darkening  which  it  underwent.  It  is  remarkable 
that  not  a  single  student  commented  in  any  way  on  a  pheno- 
menon which  must  have  presented  itself  to  all  or  nearly  all,' 
and  which  constituted  a  really  delicate  reaction  due  to  the 
silver  in  the  powder  :  that  is,  the  black  stain  slowly  pro- 
duced on  the  containing  envelope  (or  on  both  envelopes  in 
some  cases)  on  simple  exposure  after  having  become  moist 
by  contact  with  the  deliquesced  powder.  This  well-known 
effect  of  silver  nitrate  on  organic  matter  might  well  have 
attracted  attention  in  this  case,  and  might  have  led  some 
observant  and  reflecting  students  to  suspect  the  cause.  We 
have  never  seen  this  reaction  mentioned  as  a  test  for  silver, 
But  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  capable  of  being  used  as  a  ' 
fairly  delicate  test  provided  hydrogen  sulphide  is  excluded 
and  all  risk  of  lead,  mercuric,  and  other  black  sulphides 
being  formed,  is  thereby  avoided. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
James  Puddepha,  84  Far  Gosford  Street,  Coventry..  . 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Alfred  Hall,  Old  Museum,  The  Banks,  Durham. 
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First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be*  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 

Makes  Awarded  fob  Analyses. 

1.  Correspondents  who  arc  unqualified : 

J.  Puddepha  (1st  prize) 
A.  Hall  (2nd  prize) 

Viney   

Cambium  

H.  P.  Crossim 

Polonium   

Archie   

Phoca   

Vol   

Perseverando  Vinces 

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified  or  who  have  tint  in- 
dicated that  they  arc  unqualified  : 


94 

Despair   

...  72 

82 

Bradford 

...  71 

81 

Beginner   

...  55 

80 

Rex  (Ilford) 

...  55 

79 

Test-tube   

...  53 

79 

Oxygen   

...  52 

78 

Smoke   

...  46 

78 

Prunus 

...  43 

78 

Estudiente 

...  17 

76 

Rare  Chemical 

Beaker 
Bunsen 
Naoto 


...  53 
...  55 
...  76 


Nitrax 
Spirogyra 


92 


To  Correspondents. 


H.  P.  CROSSIM. — The  powder  did  not  contain  a  potassium 
salt,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  what  gave  rise  to 
the  indications  that  made  you  conclude  that  potassium  was 
present. 

■  Polonium. — Although  a  recognisable  trace  of  the  sulphuric- 
acid  radical  was  present,  the  quantity  was  much  too  small  to 
warrant  its  being  reported  as  one  of  the  main  constituents 
of  the  powder. 

Archie. — The  darkening  of  the  powder  on  heating  was  not 
quite  like  that  observed  on  heating,  say,  a  tartrate  or  a 
citrate.    Read  the  reply  immediately  preceding. 

Phoca. — We  fear  that,  having  detected  lead,  you  permitted 
your  imagination  to  furnish  the  reactions  which  were  sup- 
posed to  establish  the  presence  of  the  acetic-acid  radical. 

Vol. — Read  the  observations  on  testing  for  potassium  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  our  general  remarks  on  the  January 
Analytical  Exercise  (C.  <L-  D.,  January  28,  1911,  p.  102).  <  !ar- 
not's  test  for  potassium  must  not  be  applied  to  solutions  con- 
taining lead  or  other  "  heavy  "  metals. 

Perseverando  Vinces. — We  wish  the  assertion  made  by 
your  nom-de-plumc  applied  to  our  endeavours  to  dissuade 
students  from  reporting  reactions  which  they  did  not  observe. 
We  do  a  good  deal  of  persevering,  but  are  not  always  success- 
ful in  conquering.  The  reactions  for  mercury  which  you  re- 
port did  not,  and  could  not,  occur  with  the  powder  which  we 
sent  out. 

Despair. — We  were  not  able  to  obtain  with  ferric  chloride 
any  reaction  resembling  that  given  by  sulphites.  Read  also 
the  reply  to  "  Polonium." 

Bradford. — When  you  heated  the  powder  with  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid,  part  of  the  acid  would  appear  to  have  been 
volatilised  and  to  have  found  its  way  into  the  tube  containing 
lime-water,  where  it  yielded  a  precipitate  which  consisted  of 
calcium  sulphate,  but  which  you  mistook  for  calcium  car- 
bonate. Since  the  powder  contained  lead,  some  lead  sulphide 
was  certain  to  be  present  in  the  hydrogen-sulphide  precipitate 
and  should  have  been  found  there. 

Beginner. — Apparently  you  assumed  that  the  hydrogen-sul- 
phide precipitate  consisted  of  lead  sulphide  only,  since  you 
observed  that  it  dissolved  completely  in  boiling  dilute  nitric 
acid  ;  but  the  solution  should  have  been  tested  for  bismuth, 
copper,  and  cadmium,  as  well  as  for  lead.  We  failed  to  find 
any  indication  of  the  presence  of  an  ammonium  compound. 

Oxygen. — We  could  not  obtain  reactions  resembling  those 
of  hypophosphites.  It  is  probable  that  the  slight  residue 
which  you  took  for  mercuric  sulphide  really  consisted  of  silver 
sulphide. 

Smoke. — We  have  not  been  able  to  follow  clearly  the  course 
of  events  which  resulted  in  your  getting  the  precipitate  which 
you  took  for  stannic  sulphide  ;  but  we  believe  the  white  in- 
soluble substance  which  you  supposed  to  be  metastannic  acid 
was  silica  derived  from  the  glaze  of  the  porcelain  crucible  in 
which  you  strongly  heated  the  original  powder — lead  silicate 
being  formed  and  afterwards  decomposed.  Read  the  reply 
to  "  Archie." 

Rare  Chemical. — As  you  do  not  state  the  evidence  on  which 
you  found  your  quite  accurate  conclusions  that  the  powder 
contained  lead,  bismuth,  and  a  nitrate,  we  greatly  regret  that 


it, ' is  impossible  to  assess  the  value  of  these  conclusions.  Wo 
regret  that  you  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  the 
drastic  step  you  have  taken  "as  a  protest  against  the  small 
amount  of  substance  received  "  ;  but  we  are  not  without  some 
hope  that  on  reading  our  general  remarks  above,  and  on  re- 
flection, you  may  be  disposed  to  regret  it  also. 

Birch  Vale. — Accept  our  best  thanks  for  your  kind  appre- 
ciation. We  part  with  you  with  regret,  and  trust  that  you 
may  again  become  a  competitor  when  you  have  opportunity 
See  our  general  remarks  above  and  the  reply  immediately 
preceding. 

BUNSEN.— Your  testing  for  acid  radicals  should  have  been 
more  systematic:  the  application  of  a  few  special  tests  is  not 
quite  satisfactory. 

Naoto. — The  black  precipitate  which  you  mistook  for  nickel 
sulphide  was  probably  a  mixture  of  lead  and  bismuth  sul- 
phides. 

Progress  of  the  Tournament. 
As  the  exercise  reported  on  in  the  foregoing  is  the  fourth 
of  the  current  Tournament  series,  it  is  of  interest  to  ex- 
amine the  position  of  some  of  the  competitars.  We  print 
below,  in  order  of  merit,  the  scores  to  date  of  the  first  ten 
students  who  have  sent  in  reports  upon  all  of  the  four 
exercises  : 


Spirogyra 

Sunshine 

Rego 

Naoto 

Despair 


359  Archie 

351  Perseverando  Vinces 
332  ;  Vol 

311    Polonium  ... 

288  Oxygen   


285 
284 
284 
283 

268 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspap2rs  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Manning,  Secretary  of  the  Bristol  Veterin- 
ary Medicine  Co..  Ltd.,  St.  Paul  Street,  Bristol,  has 
applied  to  the  City  Council  for  a  poison-licence. 

A  sample  of  Gregory's  powder  examined  by  the  Wands- 
worth analyst  (Dr.  John  Muter)  has  been  reported  against 
as  not  being  prepared  as  directed  by  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

A  fire  broke  out  last  w-eek  at  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  H.- 
Herington,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ashton  Street,  Dun- 
stable. The  outbreak  was  subdued  by  firemen,  after  being 
arrested  by  the  use  of  an  extinguisher. 

Mr.  Lewis  Edwards,  chemist  and  druggist.  Town , Hill, 
Wrexham,  sustained  a  fractured  collar-bone,  (light  con- 
cussion, and  bruises  through  colliding  with  a  large  sfbne  at' 
the  side  of  the  road  while  out  cycling  on  February  17. 

Messrs.  J.  F.  and  J.  H.  Thursfield,  chemists.  Kettering, 
were  among  the  local  passive  resisters  summoned  on  Feb- 
ruary 15  for  the  non-payment  of  the  educational  portion  of 
the  poor  rate.    The  usual  order  for  payment  was  made. 

The  premises  of  Timothy  White  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  Bedford 
Street,  Plymouth,  were  broken  into  last  week  and  a  quan- 
tity of  stock,  and  over  11.?.  from  a  collection-box,  stolen. 
An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  also  made  to  onen  a  safe  con- 
taining about  15/. 

A  Coronation  Exhibition  of  Sporting  Goods,  Games, 
and  Pastimes  is  to  be  held  at  Olympia  from  August  25 
to  September  2.  There  is  a  section  devoted  to  special 
foods  for  athletes  and  others  to  medicine-chests  for  camp- 
equipments  and  photographic  apparatus. 

A  presentation  was  made  to  the  Royal  Society  on  Febru- 
ary 16  of  a  portrait  of  Sir  William  Crookes,  O.M.,  the 
Society's  Foreign  Secretary.  The  portrait,  which  was 
painted  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Walton,  of  the  Royal  Scottish 
Academy,  will  be  hung  in  one  of  the  Society's  hall:;  in  Bur- 
ington  House.  London,  W. 

A  letter  was  delivered  recently  to  Alderman  E.  P.  Wynne, 
chemkt  and  druggist,  7  Pier  Street.  Aberystwyth,  directed 
to  the  chemist's  shop  in  the  street  opposite  the  pier  (see 
sketch),  Aberystwyth.  The  sketch  showed  the  pier  and 
promenade  and  Pier  Street  with  a  ore  s  and  "  Chemist's 
shop  "  marked  on  the  top  left-hand  corner. 
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Councillor  W.  S.  Tavener,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Guildford  Chamber  of  Trade,  presided  at 
the  annual  dinner  on  February  15. 

The  East  Suffolk  County  Council,  on  February  21, 
renew  ed  the  poison-licence  of  Mr.  II.  C.  Notcutt,  Wccd- 
bridge-.  Mr.  Pain,  who  opposed,  asked  why  the  Council 
should  give  a  licence  to  one  who  was  unqualified  when 
other  men  had  to  qualify  themselves  at  considerable 
expense. 

The  public  services  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  E.  Bridge,  chemist 
and  druggist,  as  Mayor  for  three  years  in  succession  and 
Deputy-Mayor  at  the  time  of  his  death,  are  to  be  recognised 
by  a  public  memorial.  It  is  suggested  that  a  portrait  of  the 
late  Alderman  Bridge  should  be  presented  to  the  family, 
together  with  some  personal  memento  to  Mrs.  Bridge. 

The  excellent  representation  of  Pinero's  "  Sweet  Laven- 
der "  given  by  the  Royal  Amateur  Dramatic  Society  at 
the  New  Pavilion.  Rhyl,  on  February  16.  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Percy  J.  Ash  field,  chemist  and  druggist. 
The  part  of  the  barrister.  Dick  Phenyl,  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Ashfield,  whose  acting  in  the  scene  in  which  the  barrister 
gets  drunk  is  described  as  the  choicest  bit  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  (Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  Camden  Town, 
N.W.,  writing  to  "The  Times"  regarding  the  manage- 
ment of  a  Coronation  bonfires  scheme,  states  that  he  has 
arranged  for  bonfires  to  lie  lighted  on  the  three  highest 
peaks  of  Cader  Idris  to  celebrate  the  Coronation  and  also 
in  the  following  month  to  celebrate  the  Investiture  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Coloured  fires  arc  also  to  be  displayed. 
Mr.  Idris  agrees  with  the  suggestion  that  some  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  for  the  management  of  the  series 
of  bonfires  to  be  lighted  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
The  Honorary  Secretaries  ask  us  to  dra  w  the  attention  of 
members  to  the  fund  that  exists  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
research,  and  to  state  that  applications  for  grants  from  this 
Eund  should  be  forwarded  without  delay.  The  Secretaries 
aro  also  open  to  help  members  with  advice  and  suggestions 
relating  to  any  research  in  which  they  may  be  interested. 
A  list  of  subjects  for  research  is  given  in  the  "  Year-book." 
The  financial  statement  has  this  week  been  posted  to  the 
members.  This  was  referred  to  ill  The  C HEM  1ST  and 
Druggist,  February  11.  p.  227. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
In  the  report  for  the  year  ended  March  1,  1911,  it  is 
stated  the  register  contained  on  .January  27  the  names  of 
1.115  Fellows  and  215  Associates,  being  an  increase  of 
35  members.  The  students  then  numbered  301,  an  increase 
of  30.  The  financial  statement  for  1910  shows  that 
although  the  balance  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
was  about  100/.  less  than  in  the  previous,  year,  the  sub- 
scriptions and  examination  fees  were  higher,  bringing  the 
total  amount  available  as  current  income  up  to  40/.  more 
than  in  1909.  The  Buildings  Fund  amounts  to  over  7,400/.. 
about,  half  of  the  sum  (15.000/.)  considered  necessary. 
Ms  sonic. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Tiley.  chemist  and  druggist.  35  Market 
Place,  Burslem,  has  been  installed  Worshipful  Master 
for  thi'  Sutherland  Lodge  of  Freemason;.-. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Pinner  Lodge  (Commercial  Travel- 
lers) held  on  February  18,  Bro.  (!.  .1.  R-  Parkes  (The 
British  Drug  Houses  Ltd.)  was  appointed  Senior  Warden, 
Bro.  W.  (!.  Matthews  (Wyleys  Ltd.)  Junior  Warden, 
and  Bro.  W.  S.  Adams.. n  (P.  1).  &  Co.)  Steward  for  the 
ensuing  period. 

Mr.  VV.  R.  Eyre,  managing  director  of  Messrs.  J.  M. 
Crosby,  Ltd..  chemists  and  cod-liver  oil  manufacturers, 
Scarborough,  was  installed  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
••  Old  Globe"  Lodge  of  Freemasons  (the  mother  lodge  of 
Scarborough)  on  January  13.  Mr.  Eyre  is  also  an  officer 
of  the  '  Star  in  the  East  "  Lodge  of  Mark  Masons  and  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Mr  Eyre  will  ha  v.' 
the  support  of  four  other  pharmacist  members  in  the 
Li  >dge. 

Wine-licences. 

Medicatcd-wine  licences  have  been  granted  to  the  follow- 
ing : 

Mr.  Hugh  Wm.  Wallis,  chemist  and  druggist.  The 
New  Pharmacy,  Ellesmerc  Port. 

The  application  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Muiuly,  35  Bond  Street, 
Leamington,  for  a  medicated-wir.e  licence  was  refused. 


The  wine-licenee  held  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Sant,  chemist  and 
druggis;t,  has  been  transferred  from  No.  12  to  No.  21 
Market  Street,  Longton,  Staffs. 

Objection  was  raised  before  the  Bristol  Licensing  Justices 
by  the  Local  Temperance  Federation  to  the  renewal  of 
three  chemists'  licences  held  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Good,  110  Chel- 
tenham Road  ;  Mr.  T.  Buxton,  36  Triangle  ;  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
White.  52  Royal  York  Crescent.  It  was  pointed  out  that  of 
th»  twenty-six  holders  of  such  licences  in  Bristol  these  three 
pharmacists  were  the  only  ones  who  sold  wines  other  than 
medicated  ones.  Mr.  Good  said  that  he  thought  that  if 
he  paid  the  licence  in  full  he  was  entitled  to  the  full  bene- 
fits and  argued  that  Keystone  Burgundy  was  a  tonic  Bur- 
gundy, and  that  he  only  sold  it  upon  the  order  of  a  medical 
man.  The  three  applicants  having  agreed  to  give  the 
undertaking  to  sell  only  medicated  wine,  the  renewals  were 
granted. 

From  Various  Courts. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  London,  on  February 
20,  during  the  charge  of  assault  against  John  Shambrook, 
it  was  alleged  that  accused  broke  a  "  fctink-ball "  on  the 
floor  of  a.  public-house. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Snagge,  chemist  and  druggist.  Wroodstock, 
succeeded  on  February  14  in  an  action  against  Mr.  Guy 
Harper,  dentist.  Eastbourne,  for  the  recovery  of 
28/.  Is.  4c/.  for  goods  and  rent. 

"Death  from  natural  causes"  was  the  verdict  given 
by  an  East  Ham  Coroner's  jury  who  investigated  the 
death  of  an  aged  woman  (81)  to  whom  a.  nurse  at  Chatham 
Asylum  had  given  lysol  in  error  for  eascara  sagrada.  The 
nurse  was  warned  to  be  more  careful. 

At  Oldham  on  February  18.  Walter  Roberts  was  fined  5s. 
and  costs  for  hawking  small  bottles  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  without  a  licence.  It  was  stated  that  defendant 
had  cold  hundreds  of  the  bottles  which  were  used  for  the 
express  purpose  of  causing  an  offensive  smell. 

At  the  Manchester  Assizes  on  February  22,  the  Grand 
Jury  threw  out  the  Bill  against  Walter  Speak,  commercial 
traveller.  Radcliffe,  who  had  been  committed  for  trial  on 
a  charge  of  murder  arising  out  of  an  alleged  illegal  opera- 
tion on  Grace  Geddes.  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  agreed  that 
Speak  should  be  discharged. 

At  Tredegar  County  Court  on  February  21,  Mrs.  M. 
Pritehard,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Pritehard,  of  Brynmawr, 
claimed  furniture  which  had  been  seized  under  execution 
in  satisfaction  of  debts  due  by  Dr.  Pritehard  to  Messrs. 
Ferris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol,  and  J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Manchester.  Judge  Hill-Kelly  found  for  her  in 
both  cases,  with  costs. 

An  onen  verdict  was  returned  at  the  inquest  held  on  the 
body  of  Miss  Annie  Wain,  who  assisted  her  widowed  sister, 
Mrs.  Maria  Sanderson,  who  conducts  a  drug  business  at 
40  Peter  Street,  Manchester.  She  was  found  in  a  dying 
condition  on  the  grass  in  front  of  their  house  at  Flixton, 
having  fallen  from  a,  bedroom  window. 

At  Winchester  on  February  18.  Allen  Edward  Paulet  and 
his  mother,  Mabel  Emily  Paulet,  were  each  sent  to  prison 
for  three  months  with  hard  labour  for  stealing  or  being  in 
fraudulent  pe,  session  of  two  rings,  value  15s.  6c/.,  the  pro- 
perty of  th-  wife  of  Mr.  S.  G.  Bartlett,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist,. 4  Jewry  Street,  Winchester.  Accused  obtained  the 
rings  by  replying  under  an  assumed  name  to  an  advertise- 
ment, and  afterwards  pawned  them. 

At  Bow  Ftreet  Folic-.  Court  on  February  21.  Charles 
Stanley  Brumwell  (18).  assistant,  lately  employed  by 
Messrs.  Priehard  &  Constance,  chemists,  64  Haymarket, 
was  remanded,  as  also  was  an  actor  named  Leslie  Hamer 
(24)  on  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  an  attempt  to  rob. 
and'  also  with  assaulting,  Mrs.  A.  C.  McFarlane,  of 
Montague  street,  London,  W.C.  According  to  a  statement 
made  by  Brumwell  he,  acting  under  Hamer's  influence, 
entered  Mr,;..  MeFarlane's  house  and  attempted  to  chloTO- 
form  her. 

\n  inquest  was  held  at  Chiswick  on  February  21  re- 
garding the  death  of  an  infant  who  had  had  "  wheezi- 
.    ness  "  and  the  mother  took  it  to  "  an  apothecary  s  shop 
in  Devonshire  Road,  kept  by  Mr.  R.  Jubb.    She  used  the 
medicine  obtained  there,   and  two  days  later  took  the 
'     child  to  Dr.  Gruchy,  who  prescribed  for  it,  and  visited 
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it  next  morning.  The  infant  died  the  next  day.  Dr. 
Gruchy  stated  at  the  inquest  that  death  was  due  to  double 
pneumonia.  Mr.  Jubb  stated  that  he  was  a  certified 
dispenser.  There  was  a  dental  practice  connected  with 
his  business.  He  was  well  known  in  Devonshire  Road, 
and  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  doctor.  Over  his  shop  was 
the  sign  : — "  Surgery  :  CD.,  M.A.,  from  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  London."  The  Coroner  (Dr.  Gordon 
Hogg)  questioned  him  about  this  misleading  people,  and 
witness  attributed  the  inquiry  to  Dr.  Gruchy,  whom  he 
referred  to  as  "  Mister'."  1'he  jury  found  that  death 
was  due  to  double  pneumonia,  and,  asked  by  the  Coroner 
if  they  had  any  comments  to  make,  said  they  did  not 
blame  Mr.  Jubb. 

Was  it  Zambuk  ? 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  February  20,  the  hear- 
ing of  a  charge  against  Agnes  Patching  of  obtaining 
money  by  false  pretences  by  selling  Id.  tins  of  ointment 
as  "  Zambuk  "  was  adjourned.  A  Mrs.  Toomey  stated 
that  she  told  defendant  she  would  buy  a  tin  of  the  oint- 
ment from  her  if  it  was  "  Zambuk,''  and  said  that  she 
bought  a  box  in  the  belief  that  it  was  Zambuk.  Mr. 
Joseph  Ibatts,  London  manager  for  Messrs.  C.  E.  Ful- 
ford,  Ltd.,  deposed  that  "Zambuk"  is  not  sold  in  less 
than  is,  l^d.  boxes,  and  that  small  samples  similar  to 
one  produced  were  only  sent  by  post.  In  reply  to  the 
defending  solicitor  Mr.  Ibatts  said  he  was  not  prepared 
to  deny  or  to  admit  that  the  formula  in  the  British  Medical 
Association's  book  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  for 
'■'  Zambuk."  Witneso  did  not  suggest  that  anyone  had 
not  a  right  to  sell  ointment,  but  his  firm  wished  to  pre- 
vent the  public  being  gulled  by  imitations  sold  as  "  Zam- 
buk." The  Magistrate  (Mr.  Dickinson)  pointed  out  that 
there  was  no  evidence  before  him  that  the  ointment  sold  by 
defendant  was  not  "  Zambuk,"  and  he  accordingly  ad- 
journed the  case  for  cueh  evidence  to  be  called. 

Contracts. 

Chelsea  Borough  Council. — A.  C.  Young  &  Co.,  for  the 
annual  supply  of  carbolic  disinfectants. 

Government  Contracts. — Tennant,  Sons  &  Co.,  9  Min- 
cing Lane,  London,  E.G..  for  the  supply  of  soda  to  the 
India  Office. 

Blackburn  Guardians.—  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Man- 
chester, for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  surgical  dressings 
■during  the  em-uing  year. 

West  Ham  Borough  Council.— For  annual  cupplies  : 
^Druggists'  sundries,  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.  ;  soaps, 
Edward  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (items  1,  4,  and  9),  F.  J.  Hunt 
&  Co.  (item  10),  and  J.  Knight,  Ltd.  (items  3,  4,  7,  and 
8);  chloride  of  lime,  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywccd,  Ltd.; 
and  J.  R.  Roberts'  Stores,  for  the  supply  until  March  31, 
1913,  of  sanitary  soap  (5  per  cent,  carbolic)  at  21s.  per 
cwt.  ;  eo'ft  soap,"  21s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ;  Sanitas  soap,  No.  1, 
42s.  per  cwt.  ;  best  London  Primrose  soap,  26s.  6d.  per 
cwt. 

Finsbury  Borough  Council.— Tenders  for  the  supply  of 
disinfectants  during  the  ensuing  year  were  received  from 
the  following  firms  :  Adcocks ;  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.  ;  Edward  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Cresswell's  Asbestos  Co., 
Ltd.,  Bradford;  Dussek  Bros.  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Forbes.  Abbott 
..&  Lennard,  Ltd.;  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.; 
Kitson  &  Co.  ;  Middleton  Bros.  ;  Savannah  Chemical  Co., 
Ltd.  ;  Snowden,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  A.  C.  Young  &  Co.  ^  The 
cwt.  ;  soft  soap,  21s.  6d.  per  cwt,  ;  Sanitas  soap,  No.  1, 
rsupply  of  carbolic  acid  at  Is.  Id.  per  gal.,  and  for  carbolic 
powder  at  2s.  6^d.  per  cwt.,  was  accepted. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Measles  are  very  prevalent  in  the  city  and  district,  and 
ipharmacists  are  very  busy  in  consequence. 

A  most  disastrous  five  took  place  on  February  19  at 
Messrs.  Martin  Billing  &  Co.'s  printing-works,  Livery 
Street.  This  firm  is  known  to  pharmacists  as  printers  of 
labels,  bags,  etc. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Knapp  of  the  City  Analyst's  laboratory  is 
^shortly  to  join  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd. 
He  lectured  on  "  Alchemy  "  at  a  meeting  of  the  Midland 
Institute  on  February  15. 

Mr.  Marshall  Freeman,  chemist  and  druggist  and 
'barrister-at-law,  who  in  December  unsuccessfully  contested 


the  Ilkeston  Division  of  Derbyshire,  was  presented  with 
a  copy  of  Trueman's  "  History  of  Ilkeston  "  by  his 
friends  at  a  whist  drive  and  dance  held  on  February  13. 

An  interesting  gentleman  has  passed  away,  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  Mr.  Charles  English,  of  King's  Heath,  proprietor 
of  Messrs.  Hall  &  English's  establishment  "At  the  Syne 
of  the  Booke,"  High  Street,  Birmingham,  which,  although 
bearing  the  sign  of  a  stationer's  shop,  has  been  a  patent 
medicine  depot  for  generations. 

The  parts  of  Birmingham  which  are  most  thickly 
populated  by  pharmacists  was  recently  a  matter  of  dis- 
cussion with  a  layman.  It  seems  that  Sparkhill,  where 
there  are  five  well-fitted  and  prosperous  pharmacies  within 
a  restricted  area,  is  entitled  to  first  place,  but  Broad 
Street  is  probably  an  easy  second. 

Football. 

Inter-Phahmacy  League. —  Westminster  College  v. 
Square. — The  first  half  of  this  match,  played  at  Shep- 
herd's Bush  on  February  18,  was  evenly  contested,  the 
Square  crossing  over  with  a  lead'  of  one  goal '  to  nil. 
During  a  fact  second  half  the  Westminsters  had  slightly 
the  better  of  the  exchanges  and  ran  out  winners  by  scoring 
three  goals  to  one,  the  final  score  being  Westminster  3  goals, 
Square  2  goals. 

IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Newton,  Ph.C,  Ballinrobe,  is  opening  a 
branch  pharmacy  at  Claremorris,  co.  Mayo. 

Mr.  Frederick  W.  Warren,  Ph.C.,  Medical  Hall,  Lud- 
low Street,  Navan,  has  passed  the  Final  examination  of 
the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

The  drug-business  carried  on  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Dunning, 
Ph.C,  Killenaule  (co.  Tipperary),  was  established  in  1825. 
Mr.  Thomas  Dunning  (Mr.  P.  J.  Dunning's  father),  who 
died  last  November,  had  carried  it  on  tor  many  years, 
and  he  succeeded  his  father,  who  was  also  named  Thomas 
Dunning.  The  drug-businesses  that  are  flourishing  in  the 
hands  of  the  third  generation  of  proprietors  are  sufficiently 
rare  to  make  the  above  facts  worth  recording. 

An  Analytical  Question. 

The  Local  Government  Board  last  month  wrote  to  the 
Belfa.st  Board  of  Guardians  relative  to  the  question  _  of . 
instituting  proceedings  against  contractors  for  supplying 
medicines  which  on  analysis  are  proved  not  to  be  up  to 
standard.  The  L.G.B.  state  that  it  is  not  necessary  in 
prosecutions  under  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1895,  that  the  sample  should  be  taken  by  any  of  the 
public  officials  mentioned  in  the  Act,  or  that  the  analysis 
should  be  made  by  a  public  analyst,  so  that  in  such  a  case 
any  competent  person  may  make  the  analysis,  and  all  that 
is  required  is  thai  the  Court  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
analysis  was  correct  by  whatever  person  it  may  have  been 
made.  At  the  request  of  the  Guardians  their  solicitor  has 
given  it  as  his  opinion  that  a  prosecution  under  the  Sale  of 
Foods  and  Drugs  Acts  would  not  be  successful,  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  the  certificate  of  analysis  would  not  be 
a  certificate  of  the  public  analyst  appointed  for  the  district 
where  the  f  oodstuffc  were  supplied. 

Belfast  Notes. 

Mr.  Jas  Guiler,  Ph.C,  Ormeau  Road,  Belfast,  lectured 
at  Cooke  Centenary  Church  last  week  on  "  A  Holiday  m 
Switzerland." 

A  miniature  rifle  club  for  East  Belfast  has  been  formed 
with  Mr.  J.  Carroll  Culbert,  Ph.C,  Comvswater  Medical 
Hall,  Newtownards  Road,  as  Hen.  Secretary  pro  (an. 

The  hearing  of  the  remitted  action  against  Mr.  J.  A. 
Bingham.  Ph.C,  for  alleged  negligence  in  the  sale  of  poison 
has  been  further  adjourned  until  the  March  or  April  ses- 
sions.   (See  C.  A  D..  February  4.  p.  176.) 

At  Belfast  Recorder's  Court  on  February  17,  Mr.  John 
B.  Robinson,  Ph.C,  137  Antrim  Road,  claimed  compensa- 
tion for  the  malicious  breakage  of  a  plate-glass  window  at 
his  premises.    Judge  Mcllroy  awaidcd  3/. 
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The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Chemists  and  Drug-  I 
gists'  Society  of  Ireland  will  be  held  on  February  28  in 
the  Society  s  rooms,  11  Waring  Street,  Belfast.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  February  22.  Mr.  E. 
Cambridge,  R.D.,  of  Messrs.  R.  Cambridge  and  Son,  Car- 
rickfergus,  was  unanimously  nominated  for  election  as 
President  for  1911. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Wholesale  Mer- 
chants' Association  on  February  17,  Mr.  Wm.  Doig 
(Messrs.  Wm.  Doig  &  Co..  Druggists.  Mill  Street)  was 
elected  a  vice-president.  Tin-  following  representatives  of 
the  wholesale  druggists'  firms  were  elected  on  the  com- 
mittee :  Messrs.  Jas.  Woods  (Wm.  Woods  &  Co.,  Waring 
Street),  Horace  R.  Haslett  (J.  &  J.  Haslett,  North  Street), 
T.  W.  McMullan  (Thos.  McMullan  &  Co.,  Victoria  Street), 
and  Wm.  Clarke  (John  Clarke  &  Co.,  Corporation  Street). 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Aberdeen. 

Mr.  X.  1!.  I'ran.  who  war  until  recently  in  business  at  80 
Great  Northern  Road,  his  left  for  Gwelo,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  to  .take  up  the  managership  of  the  business  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  Cole. 

Glasgcw  and  the  "West. 

Photographic  chemists  anticipate  a  "  trade-boom  "  with 
the  coming  Scottish  National  Exhibition  which  is  to  be 
opened  in  May  by  the  Duke  of  Connaught. 

St.  George's  Co-operative  Society  have  advertised 
that  in  connection  with  their  drug  department  a  special 
optical  room  has  been  fitted  up  and  is  in  charge  of  a  quali- 
fied optician.  The  optician  will  also  pay  periodic  visits  to 
branch  shops  for  the  convenience  of  customers. 

Edinburgh. 

Burglar.,  entered  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Mortimer, 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  45  Brook  Street,  Broughty  Ferry, 
last  week,  and  some  19s.  in  silver  and  copper  was  stolen. 

Claims  against  the  late  David  McLaren,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Edinburgh,  are  to  bo  lodged  with  Mr.  John 
Dobie.  S.S.C.,  8  York  Buildings,  Edinburgh.  A  phar- 
macist who  had  known  Mr.  McLaren  for  five-and-thirty 
years  sends  us  some  facts  about  his  career,  from  which  we 
quote  the  following  :  "David  McLaren  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  the  late  G.  &  R.  Borthwick.  of  Alloa,  in  the 
shop  now  carried  on  by  Mr.  Ormiston  ;  after  this  he  went 
to  Edinburgh  and  was  assistant  for  some  years  to  the  late 
David  Steel,  who  was  then  in  Hanover  Street,  but  latterly 
in  Lothian  Road.  On  leaving  Mr.  Steel  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Raimes,  Blanshards  &  Co.,  Leith  Walk,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  patents  department.  When  Clark 
&  Pinkerton  in  1870  began  business  as  wholesale  drug- 
gists in  Greenside  Place,  Mr.  McLaren  left  Raimes  and 
became  their  warehouse  manager,  which  position  he  filled 
till  1874,  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  cashier  and  manager. 
In  1876  he  left  Clark  &  Pinkerton  s  and  went  to  the  late 
firm  of  Sang  &  Barker,  Barony  Street,  as  manager,  where 
he  remained  for  three  or  four  years.  Mr.  McLaren  had 
taken  over  the  business  of  the  late  Wm.  Dickson  in  Melville 
Terrace,  which  he  carried  on  under  management,  and  on 
leaving  Sang  &  Barker's  he  made  a  fresh  start  in  Clerk 
Street,  where  ho  scon  developed  a  dispensing  and  retail  as 
well  as  a  semi-wholesale  business  which  he  carried  on  with 
considerable  success  until  his  death.  He  was  a  most 
energetic,  hard-working  and  good  business-man.  had  a 
brisk,  cheery  and  hearty  manner,  had  a  most  benevolent 
and  generous  heart,  and  did  numerous  kindnesses  which  in 
the  majority  of  cases  none  but  the  recipients  knew  of.  He 
had  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  not  only 
in  the  drug-trade  but  outside  it,  by  whom  he  was  much 
esteemed.  Many  will  miss  his  well-known  figure  and  will 
speak  and  think  kindly  of  the  good-hearted  little  man, 
David  McLaren.'' 

The  Kelty  Slander  Cases. 
As  arranged.  Sheriff  Umpherston  commenced  on  Mon- 
day, February  20.  at  Dunfermline,  the  hearing  of  evidence 


in  the  cross-actions  for  slander  by  Mr.  Edward  Gordon,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  and  Dr.  Darabshaw  Fadoonji  San- 
jana,  both  of  Kelty.  Each  sued  for  500/.  The  hearing, 
is  still  going  on.  For  Mr.  Gordon  it  was  explained 
that  the  case  was  base  !  upon  a  report  in  a  local  news- 
paper. The  witnesses  for  him  on  Monday  were  Mr. 
G.  Langlands,  the  writer  of  the  report,  Mr.  Gordon  him- 
self, Mr.  Thomas  Yule,  chemist,  Cowdenbeath,  and  Mr. 
David  Wyse.  The  Fellows'  syrup  incident  referred  to  in 
our  issue  of  February  4.  index  folio  176,  was  again  men- 
tioned in  his  cross-examination,  He  said  he  was  justified; 
in  selling  the  syrup  in  a  bottle  without  the  Government 
stamp  on  it,  in  view  that  it  was  taken  out  of  a  bottle  with- 
a  Government  stamp  on  it.  He  also  mentioned  that  his 
drawings  in  1908  amounted  to  692?.  5s..  and  they  fell  to 
587/.  in  1909  (the  year  Dr.  Sanjana  came  to  Kelty).  Other 
witnesses  gave  evidence  for  Mr.  Gordon  on  Tuesday,  and! 
it  was  expected  that  evidence  for  Dr.  Sanjana  will  com- 
mence on  Friday. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


M.  Jean  Morel,  Colonial  Minister  and  ex-pharmacist,, 
inaugurated  last  Sunday  the  Bourbouze  laboratories  for; 
free  public  instruction  in  chemical  and  physical  science  at; 
Paris. 

Pasteuriana. — In  1883  a  State  annuity  of  1.000/.  was 
granted  to  Pasteur,  to  be  continued  to  his  widow  and  his 
children,  and  a  decree  has  just  been  issued  awarding  this 
annuity  to  Mme.  Rene  Vallery-Raclot,  daughter  of  the  great 
savant. 

An  Echo  of  the  Plague. — In  the  courtyard  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Foreign  Affairs  (the  "Quai  d'Orsay,"  often  cited  in 
Ihe  Priss),  Paris,  a  lorry  was  being  loaded  with  heavy  cases 
last  week.  These  were  filled  with  ampoules  of  Haffkine 
serum  from  the  Pasteur  Institute  for  inoculating  the  French 
garrisons  at  Pekin  and  Tientsin,  and  Dr.  Broquet,  a  tall,, 
energetic  and  still  youthful  figure,  stood  guard  over  the 
precious  cases,  which  he  is  now  accompanying  to  the  Far- 
East,  via  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway. 

The  Codex. — Two  Parisian  pharmacists  have  been  fined 
20/.  each  by  the  Tenth  Chamber  of  the  Tribunal  de  la  Seine 
for  having  prepared  cherry-laurel  water  in  accordance  with' 
the  old  Codex.  The  Court  decided  that  "  when  one 
formula  is  replaced  by  another  in  the  Codex,  which  is  the- 
legal  pharmaceutical  formulary,  the  old  formula  must, 
necessarily  be  discarded,"  confirming  this  view  by  a.  refer- - 
ence  to  the  preface  of  the  Codex,  which  states  "When  a-, 
formula  is  modified,  the  formula,  in  the  new  edition  becomes^ 
exclusively  official." 

Fire.— A  fire  broke  out  a  few  days  ago  at  Messrs.' 
Poulenc's  chemical  warehouse,  92  rue  Vieillc  du  Temple.' 
Paris.     An  explosion  followed  by  flame-j  took  place  in  a 
building  where  were  stored  ether,  carbide  of  calcium,  etc- 
Firemen  arrived  from  three  neighbouring  stations,  but  con- ' 
fined  their  principal  efforts  to  protecting  the  adjoining 
building.,  and  throwing  sand  on  the  inflammable  materials. 
After  an  hour's  hard  work  the  fire  was  got  under.  A  young  ' 
warehouseman,  M.  Di.uquie,  who  was  handling  chemicals, 
was  badly  burnt  on  the  face  and  hands. 

Mineral-water  Frauds.— This  question  is  still  much  to 
the  fore.  La.:t  week,  M.  Guichard.  Commissary  of  Police 
for  the  Halles  district  of  Paris,  seized  a  number  of  bottles 
of  mineral  water  at  the  "Entrepot  Thermal  des  Eaux: 
Minerales  en  gros."  The  water  in  question  was.  it  teems, 
forwarded  in  carboys,  and  bottled  in  Paris.  Analysis  will 
prove  whether  ths  waters  ,:old  are  natural  mineral  waters, 
or  simply  ordinary  water  in  which  certain  salts  have  been 
dissolved.  The  manager,  M.  Rocher.  and  the  director.  M. 
Thomas,  pharmacien,  rue  de  Flandre,  Paris,  will  be  called1 
upon  for  explanation  if  necessary. 

British  Chamber  of  Commerce.— The  annual  meeting  of 
this  Chamber  in  Paris  was  held  on  February  10,  when 
Mr.  R.  Walton  presided  and  reported  favourably  on  ther 
work  of  the  year. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

'  The  Chemist  and  Brugrgist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Mr.  B.  0.  Jones,  F.C.S. 


Transvaal. 

Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board. — The  first  meeting  of  the 
third  Board  was  held  in  the  Board's  office.  Johannesburg, 
on  January  27,  its  constitution  being  as  follows  :  Messrs.  B. 
Owen  Jones,  Charles  Keir,  and  R.  Butters  (elected  repre- 
sentatives) ;  Messrs.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie  and  W.  Harvey 
( Government    nominees)  ;  and 

 r^-r- — :  :        \     Dr.  .1.  Min  Niekerk  (nominated 

by    the     Transvaal  Medical 
Council).    Dr.  van  Niekerk  was 
temporarily  voted  to  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Owen  Jones,  being  the 
only  nominee  for  the  office,  was 
declared  duly  elected  President. 
Mr.  Owen  Jones  in  taking  the 
chair  thanked  the  members  for 
re-electing  him.     It   was  re- 
solved   that  the  arrangement 
hitherto  existing  between  the 
Board     and     the  Transvaal 
Medical  Council  as  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  Secretary 
bo  confirmed.     The  following 
applications    for  registration 
were   approved  :    Mr.    C.  C!. 
Davies,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Transvaal,     and     Messrs.     H.     Nathanson     and  Mr. 
M.  A.  L.  Tothill,  chemists  and  druggists,  Great  Britain.  A 
minute  from  the  Government  Analyst  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Interior,  suggesting  that  certain  poisons  sold  for  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  purposes  should  be  distinctively 
■coloured  as  an  additional  safeguard  to  the  public,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  f  or  its  views  on  the  suggestion.  The 
feeling  of  the  Board  was  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the 
suggestion  made  as  regards  strychnine  and  colourless  pre- 
parations of  strychnine  used  for  the  destruction  of  vermin, 
and  arsenic  and  colourless  preparations  of  arsenic  used  for 
agricultural  and  industrial  purposes.    It  was  agreed  to 
■convey  these  views  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Interior,  and  to 
ask  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  other  South  African 
Pharmacy  Board;?.    Other  matters  were  dealt  with  in  com- 
Tnittee. 

Orange  Free  State. 

Farewell  Dinner. — Mr.    S.    S.    Hewitt,   manager  of 
Messrs.  Heyne?,  Mathews  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  entertained  to 
dinner  r>n    the  occasion  of  his 
leaving  Bloemfontein  to  take  up 
an  appointment  at  Cape  Town. 
The    dinner   was    held    at  the 
Grand    Hotel,    and  there  were 
present    about    forty    of  Mr. 
Hewitt's  friends.    Mr.  I.  Haar- 
burger  presided,  and  was  sup 
ported  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Ward,  Dr 
Bidwell,  Mr.  A.  L.  Eennie,  and 
Mr.  S.  Taylor  (President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Speeches 
were    made    eulogistic    of  Mr 
Hewitt  by  the  Chairman,  Dr 
A.  B.  Ward,  Mr.  A.  L.  Eennie, 
Dr.    Bidwell,    Mr.  Whiteside, 
Mr.     C.     J.     Reitz,     Mr.  W. 
Mannion,  and  Mr.  Taylor;  and 
Mr.  Hewitt,  in  reply,  expressed 
all  that  had  been  said  in  regard 
Hewitt    has  been  in  Bloemfontein 
has   taken  a  leading  part  in  shap- 
ing the  course  of  pharmacy  legislation  during  that  period. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  regret, 
"was  expressed  at  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hewitt. 

"  For  Sale. — Grey  Flea-bitten  Gelding.  Apply  to  D.  E. 
Keatinge." — Pioneer.  "The  right  man  in  the  right  place," 
;adds  ranch. 


LEGAL  REPORTS, 


Mi). 


S.  Hewitt. 


his  appreciation  for 
'to  his  work.  Mr. 
for  ten  years,  and 


TRADE  LAW. 

Poisonless   "  Poisons."  at  Branch 

Liverpool  Police  Court 


Shops.—  At  the 

February  22,  Wm.  Jones,  chemist 
and  druggist,  owning  shops  in  Oldh.aJl  Street  and  elsewhere 
Liverpool,  was  lined  4/.,  with  6/.  costs,  on  four  summonses, 
under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  for  selling  articles  wrongly 
described  and  for  applying-  a  wrong  description  to  those, 
articles.  It  was  stated  that  in  one  case  a  purchase  was  made, 
of  a  liquid  labelled  "  Oil  of  aniseed,  peppermint,  paregoric, 
and  laudanum  (poison),"  which  contained  no  laudanum;  and 
in  another  instance,  a  liniment,  bearing  a  label  "  Soap  lini- 
ment and  laudanum  (poison),"  which  also  contained  no 
laudanum.  Defendant  admitted  the  offences,  which  were 
committed  by  managers  of  branch  shops. 

Duties  of  Auditors.-The  cases  of  Henry  Squire,  Cash 
Chemist,  Ltd.,  r.  Ball,  Baker.  Deed,  Cornish  &  Co.,  and 
Mead  v.  Same,  which  were  heard  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
and  reported  in  the  C.  d-  1>.,  February  18,  were  concluded 
wdnle  we  were  going  to  press,  and  we  merely  reported  the 
result,  which  was  in  favour  of  defendants.  It  is  desirable 
to  refer  now  to  his  Lordship's  judgment,- in  which  he  dealt 
with  Mr.  Mead's  case  first.  He  found  as  a  fact  that  Mr. 
Mead  had  no  suspicion  as  to  the  honesty  of  either  Reece  or 
the  secretary  down  to  1907.  He  acted  on  the  board  with 
Reece  for  four  years  and  was  really  a  partner  with  him  in  a 
"two-men"  company,  and  was  completely  misled  by  the 
wav  in  which  Reece' and  the  secretary  were  conducting  the 
business.  When  Mr.  Mead  employed  the  defendants  to  guard 
his  interests  it  was  not  suggested  that  he  cautioned  them 
against  Reece  or  the  secretary;  the  evidence  was  that  he 
believed  Reece  to  have  been  very  successful  in  the  business, 
and  only  to  have.  had  difficulties  through  shortage  of  capital. 
No  question  was  raised  as  to  the  value  of  the  goodwill  of  the 
business,  or  as  to  the  value  of  fixtures,  fittings,  or  furniture 
His  Lordship  also  remarked  that  he  dealt  with  Mr.  Mead  s 
case  first  because  it  had  been  said  that  the  standard  of  examin- 
ation of  the  accounts,  etc.,  by  the  auditors  in  the  case  was 
higher  than  was  necessary  in  the  case  brought  by  the  com- 
panv.  He  would  say  at  once  that  he  held  no  such  distinc- 
tions. Fortunately,  the  principles  regarding  that  standard  of 
duty  had  been  laid  down.  He  understood  at  first  that  the 
auditor  was  to  prepare  a  trading  account.  He  might  say 
that  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  amount  of  the  consideration 
the  auditors  received  for  their  work.  Referring  to  the  stock, 
his  Lordship  said  it  was  common  knowledge  that  chemists 
shops,  above  all  others,  contained  enormous  numbers  of  items 
besides  fittings  and  properties  of  a  minute  and  valuable 
character,  so  that  there  was  a  great  amount  of  detail.  It  had 
been  held  respecting  that  part  of  the  case  that  it  was  not  tho 
duty  of  the  auditors  to  take  stock,  and  that  was  not  contended 
bv  Sir  Edward  Clarke;  but  it  was  said  that  the  stock-sheets 
should  have  been  overhauled.  The  highest  demand,  there- 
fore, that  could  be  made  against  the  auditors  was  that  they 
were  bound  to  conduct  a  reasonable  and  prudent  investiga- 
tion of  the  accounts  and  stock-sheets,  and  if,  as  reasonable 
men,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  something  was  wrong, 
then'  it  was  their  dutv  to  call  the  attention  of  their  clients  to 
that  fact  At  the  same,  time  he  thought  they  were  entitled 
to  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  certain  documents  were 
vouched  for  bv  presumably  trusted  servants  of  their  clients, 
and,  as  auditors,  were  entitled  to  rely  upon  those  documents 
and' were  not  to  be  put  upon  inquiry  because  accounts  which 
were  examined  later  showed  that  something  was  wrong.  In 
regard  to  Mr.  Mead's  action,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  auditors  had  not  been  guilty  of  negligence  and  could  nob 
be  called  upon  to  pay  damages.  As  to  the  case  brought  bv 
the  companv,  the  defendants  in  their  audit  each  year  called 
attention  to' the  increase  in  stock,  and  stated  the  explanation 
given  by  Reece  to  account  for  it.  At  that  time  Reece  was  a 
director  along  with  Mr.  Mead,  and  it  was  to  be  noted  that  the 
remarks  of  the  defendants  were  taken  without  reply  or  com- 
ment. H^  held  that  reasonable  men  doing  their  duty  pro- 
perly would  not  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
anything  wrong  with  the  stock-sheets.  He  therefore  again 
held  thai;  the  defendants  had  not  been  guilty  of  negligence. 

Soap  Manufacturers  sued  for  Recipes.— In  the  City 
of  London  Court,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Wild,  on  February  17, 
a  claim  was  made  bv  Mr.  Lewis  Jameson,  trading  as  Lewis 
Jameson  &  Co.,  practical  experts,  consulting  specialists, 
inventors,  research  and  manufacturing  chemists,  chemical  en- 
gineers, and  analvsts,  83  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  against 
the  Now  Cannan's,  Ltd  ,  dry-soap  manufacturers,  Adolphus 
Works,  Bradford,  for  the  sum  of  two  guineas  for  one  volume 
(No.  4)  of  "  Manufacturers'  Practical  Recipes,"  published  by 
the  plaint  ill'.  In  order  that  the  case  could  be  disposed  of  before 
the  Registrar  the  claim  was  reduced  by  2*.    From  a  state- 
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merit  made  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  it  appeared  that  the 
defendants  gave  an  order  to  the  plaintiff  for  his  book,  which 
contained  a  number  of  recipes  for  the  manufacture  of  soap 
and  other  articles.  The  book  was  sold  at  two  guineas,  one 
condition  of  sale  being  a  time  limit  of  twenty-four  hours  for 
approbation.  The  defendants  had  written  to  say  they  were 
already  in  possession  of  one  of  the  plaintiff's  volumes,  but 
that  they  were  quite  prepared  to  keep  it  if  a  recipe  was  sup- 
plied to  them  for  the  purpose  they  required,  and  was  guaran- 
teed to  carry  out  all  that  the  plaintiff  said  it  would.  Mr 
Registrar  Wild,  w  ithout  calling  upon  the  defendants,  in  giving 
his  decision,  said  the  sole  question  was  whether  or  not  the 
defendants  purchased  of  the  plaintiff  Vol.  4  of  "  Manu- 
facturers' Practical  Recipes."  That  was  what  they  were 
being  sued  for  Their  order  was:  "You  may  send  us  a 
volume  containing  .recipes  on  enclosed  circulars.  We  will  l  i- 
mit on  receipt  of  invoice."  There  was  nothing  as  far  as  he 
could  see  informing  the  defendants  that  the  recipes 
were  being  sold  separately  from  the  volume.  The 
defendants,  upon  receipt  of  the  book,  found  it  did  not  con- 
tain the  recipe  wanted.  There  could  not.  therefore,  be  said 
to  be  a  bargain  between  the  parties.  The  defendants  did 
not  get  what  they  ordered,  and  were  entitled  to  refuse  it.  lie 
found  for  the  defendants,  with  costs.  Both  parties  agreed 
that  counsel's  fee  should  be  allowed. 

Larking  with  a  Pill-machine.—  The  question  whether  a 
firm  of  manufacturing  and  wholesale  chemists  were  liable  to 
pay  compensation  to  an  employe  was  before  the  Court 
of  Appeal  (consisting  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Lords 
.Justices  Fletcher  Moulton  and  Buckley)  on  Wednesday, 
February  22.  The  matter  arose  on  the  appeal  of  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  from  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Passage  at  Liverpool. 
Counsel  for  the  appellants  said  it  was  clear  that  the  Judge 
held  that  the  accident  in  question  did  not  arise  out  of  the 
boy's  employment,  but  during  the  course  of  his  employment. 
It  appeared  that  an  January  18,  1910.  a  lad  named  Cole  waa 
in  the  emplo\  of  the  appellants,  and  was  sen!  to  clean  a 
machine  for  mixing  pills.  Some  of  the  constituents  of  the 
mixture  had  adhered  to  the  side  of  the  machine,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  it  away  the  machine  was  stopped.  While 
the  lad  was  doing  his  work  another  boy  came  by,  remarking, 
"  Suppose  there  was  a  sovereign  under  that  cylinder,  what 
would  you  do?"  Cole  immediately  replied,  starting  the 
machine,  "  This  is  what  I  would  do."  He  put  his  hand  into 
the  machine,  and  the  limb  was  caught  by  a  portion  of  the 
machinery,  and  so  badly  injured  that  it  was  eventually  ampu- 
tated. The  Judge  found  that  tin'  boy  started  the  machinery 
for  his  own  purpose.  A  eomnion-lav.  action  was  commenced, 
it  being  alleged  that  the  employers  did  not  properly  protect 
1  lie  machine,  that  the  belt  driving  it  was  defective,  that  the 
movement  -of  the  machine  was  not  regular,  and  that  the 
employers  had  allowed  the  boy  to  clean  the  machine  while 
it  was  in  motion.  Eventually  the  first  two  grounds  were 
abandoned,  and  when  the  case  went  to  the  jury  the  question 
was  whether  the  hoy  had  been  allowed  to  clean  the  machine 
while  it  was  in  motion.  The  jury  found  for  the  defendant 
company,  bill  the  Judge,  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act,  proceeded  to  assess  compensation,  having  decided,  after 
considerable  discussion,  in  favour  of  the  boy.  Counsel  now 
submitted  that  the  Judge  was  not  justified  in  giving  com- 
pensation to  the  boy,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances. 
The  Master  cf  the  Polls  said  the  appeal  would  be  allowed. 
In  his  opinion  it.  would  be  almost  shocking  if  they  were  to 
hold  that  an  accident  due  to  what  In-  could  not  call  other 
than  larking  by  a  boy  should  entitle  him  to  compensation. 
The  accident  did  n  it  occur  while  the  lod  w  as  trying  to  do  his 
masters'  work,  and  there  were  plenty  of  authorities  to  uohold 
that  contention.  The  decision  of  the  County  Court  Judge 
was  accordingly  set  aside.  Counsel  stated  that  the  employers 
did  not  ask  for  the  costs  of  the  appeal. 

High  Court  Cases. 

Atkinson's  Perfumery. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  before  Mr.  Justice  Parker  on 
Friday,  February  17,  Mr.  Romer,  K.C.,  moved,  on  behalf 
of  J.  &  E.  Atkinson,  Ltd..  manufacturers  and  dealers  in 
perfumery,  for  an  interim  injunction  restraining  H.  W. 
Atkinson  from  selling  toilet  requisites  and  perfumery  under 
the  name  of  Atkinson. 

Mr.  Colefax,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant,  asked  that 
the  motion  should  stand  over,  upon  which  Mr.  Romer.  K.C., 
said  that  while  raising  no  objection  he  desired  that  the 
defendant  should  be  put  upon  terms. 

Mr.  Colefax  said  that  the  plaintiffs  had  known  of  what 
was  being  done  since  July  last. 

After  a  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion  should 
stand  over  for  a  week.  Mr.  Colefax  in  the  meantime  to  do 


his  best  to  have  the  necessary  affidavits  filed  by  Wednesday 
February  22. 

Litigation  Regarding  a  Chemist's  Estate. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  February  21 
and  22,  Lord  Dewar  was  engaged  in  hearing  evidence  in  an 
action  by  Mrs.  Sophia  Thomson,  or  Bain,  wife  of  George 
Bain,  45  High  Street,  Elie,  against  Mrs.  Euphemia 
Yunnie,  or  Thomson,  59  High  Street,  Elie,  widow  of  the 
late  Charles  Thomson,  chemist  and  druggist  in  Elie,  and 
against  Mr.  Thomson's  trustees.  The  pursuer  is  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Thomson,  and  the  principal  defender  her 
stepmother.  Mr.  Thomson  died  in  March  1899,  leaving  a 
trust  disposition  and  settlement,  and  the  pursuer  claims 
that  under  that  settlement  she  is  entitled  to  the  life-rent 
use  of  the  house  and  shop  46  and  48  High  Street,  Elie,  or 
the  free  annual  proceeds  thereof.  After  hearing  both  sides- 
his  Lordship  reserved  judgment. 

A  Chemist's  Business  at  Eton. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  February  21,  Mr.  Justice 
Neville  decided  an  action  brought  by  Mr.  Charlesi  Edward. 
Lewis  against  Mr.  George  Winfield  Green  for  specific- 
performance  of  an  agreement  for  the  sale  by  the  plaintiff 
to  the  defendant  of  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist 
and  wine  and  spirit  merchant,  carried  on  at  30  High 
Street.  Eton,  Buckingham,  together  with  the  stock-in- 
trade,  goodwill,  etc. — For  the  plaintiff  it  was  stated  that 
the  business  was  offered  for  sale  in  The  Chemist  and- 
Druggist  supplement  in  1910  at  850/.  Subsequently  there 
were  negotiations  between  the  parties,  and  the  defendant 
said  he  would  not  pay  that  amount,  but  offered  225/.  for 
the  lease  and  goodwill  and  to  take  the  stock  at  a  valuation. 
The  ctock  was  valued  at  712/.  odd,  making  the  purchase 
price  937/..  but  notwithstanding  that  a  formal  agreement 
was  entered  into  and  a  deposit  of  25/  was  paid,  the  de- 
fendant declined  to  complete,  alleging  that  the  agreement 
was  not  enforceable  on  the  grounds  of  mistake  of  fact  andi 
misrepresentation. — On  behalf  of  the  defendant  it  was 
complained  that  he  was  misled  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
average  net  profits  of  the  business,  and  that  stock  was  con- 
cealed with  the  result  that  the  purchase  price  was  brought 
beyond  the  amount  he  had  orginally  refused  to  pay.  With, 
yespect  to  the  wine  and  spirit  department,  it  was  alleged 
that  the  defendant  was  told  that  there  was  no  blending 
clone  on  the  premises, whereas  he  subsequently  discovered: 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  spirits  sold  was  blended 
on  the  premises. — The  plaintiff  denied  the  alleged  mis- 
representations and  declared  that  plaintiff  had  made  a  full 
investigation  of  the  books,  etc.,  and  having  satisfied  him- 
self as  to  the  actual  profits  made  his  offer  on  that  basis. 
This  was  denied  by  the  defendant. — His  Lordship  heldi 
that  the  defendant  was  justified  in  refusing  to  go  on  with 
the  matter  and  dismissed  the  action,  with  costs.  On  the 
counterclaim  he  gave  judgment  for  defendant  for  re- 
scission of  the  agreement,  with  costs. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Sale  or  Oxalic  Acid. 
At  the  Kidderminster  County  Court,  before  Judge  Ing- 
ham, on  February  21,  Alfred  Bradley,  Bewdley  Street, 
Kidderminster,  was  sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for 
5/.  penalty  under  Section  15  for  selling  oxalic  acid,  he  not 
being  registered  under  the  Act.  Evidence  was  given  by 
Mr.  H.  Moore,  Mr.  Richardson  (the  purchaser)  and  Mr.  T. 
Tickle.  His  Honour  gave  a  verdict  for  the  amount 
claimed. 

Sale  ol  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Ground  Ginger. 

At  the  Bishop  Auckland  Police  Court  on  February  15, 
George  W.  Henderson,  grocer,  Spennymoor,  was  fined 
2s.  6d.  and  costs  for  selling  on  January  4  ground  ginger 
which  Mr.  W.  F.  K.  Stock,  the  county  analyst,  certified 
to  yield  16.4  per  cent  of  mineral  ash,  which  was  8.4  in 
excess  of  the  maximum.  Mr.  Stock  in  his  evidence  stated 
that  the  average  of  ash  should  be  4.5  per  cent. 

Compound  Liquorice-powder. 

A  number  cf  small  shopkeepers  appeared  in  the  Sheffield1 
Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  February  21.  on  summonses  for- 
selling  compound  liquorice-powder  containing  5  per  cent. 
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of  ground  almond-shell.  Mr.  Lang  Coates,  of  the  Town 
Clerk's  Department,  stated  that  the  prosecution  were  satis- 
fied that  neither  the  defendants  nor  the  wholesale  mer- 
chants from  whom  the  powder  had  been  obtained  had  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  adulteration,  which  had  taken 
place  during  its  manufacture  in  London.  Mr.  ,Neal.  for 
the  defence,  said  the  original  adulteration  was  due  to  an 
employe  of  the  manufacturers  finding  he  was  somewhat 
short  and  adding  this  other  vegetable  powder  to  make  up 
the  quantity.  When  the  wholesale  druggists  knew  of  the 
adulteration  they  recalled  all  their  sales  of  this  supply  of 
liquorice-powder  as  far  as  possible.  To  do  this  had  cost 
about  100/.  The  cases  were  dismissed  ;  but  the  Magistrates 
ordered  the  costs  to  be  paid,  holding  that  the  shopkeepers 
ought  to  have  had  warranties. 

Paregoric. 

At  the  Hull  East  Riding  Police  Court  on  February  22, 
John  Simpson,  grocer,  Ellerker,  was  fined  40.S.,  and  costs, 
for  selling  as  paregoric  elixir  a  substitute  containing  only 
a,  trace  of  opium.  The  defendant  said  that  he  had  had 
the  bottle  for  five  years,  and  bought  it  for  paregoric- 
elixir.  Wholesale  dealers  supplied  these  preparations  so 
that  unqualified  dealers  might  sell  them. 

BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 


Re  John  Robert  Sturdy,  Sheerness,  etc.,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  to 
have  been  held  at  Rochester  on  February  20,  but  he  was  too 
ill  to  attend.  Full  particulars  of  the  failure  were  given  in 
the  C.  it-  D.,  February  18,  index  folio  244. 
Re  William  Wickham  Robinson, Cannon  Street,  Middles- 
brough, York,  Drug-store  Proprietor,  etc.— The  first  meeting 
of  creditors  was  held  at  the  Official  Receiver's  office,  Court 
Chambers,  Middlesbrough,  on  February  16.  The  statement 
of  affairs  disclosed  ranking  liabilities  792/.  8s.  2d.,  with  net 
assets  55/.  9s.  9(7..  the  deficiency  being  736/.  18.s.  5(7.  The 
failure  was  attributed  to  excessive  price  paid  for  the  goodwill 
and  ingoing  of  the  business  and  bad  trade.  No  resolution 
was  passed,  and  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver. 


DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Kenny,  Thomas,  112  and  236  Beverley  Road,  Hull, 
Chemist.— Trustee :  T.  F.  Judge,  Hull,  C.A.  Dated,  Feb[ 
ruary8;  filed,  February  14.  Secured  creditors,  796/.  ;  liabili- 
ties unsecured,  985/. ;  estimated  net  assets,  224/.  The  credi- 
tors include  :  The  British  Drug  Houses  Ltd.  (10/.)  ;  Willows, 
Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson,  Ltd.  (10/.)  ;  Wright,  Layman 
&  Umney,  Ltd.  (22/.)  ;  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Birming- 
ham (11/.)  ;  Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull  (73/.)  ;  Hirst,  Brooke 
&  Hirst,  Ltd.,  Leeds  (24/.). 

Wilkinson,  Walter  Holden,  Market  Place  and  Broad 
Flags,  Wakefield  Road,  Normanton,  and  residing  at  Drury 
Lane,  Altofts,  near  Normanton,  Drug-store  Proprietor. — 
Trustee:  H.  Gooder,  Market  Place,  Normanton.  Dated, 
February  16;  filed,  February  17.  Liabilities  unsecured,  364/. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  175/.  Composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound 
by  three  equal  instalments  at  six  weeks,  three  months  and 
six  weeks,  and  six  months  and  six  weeks  from  date  hereof, 
secured  by  an  assignment  upon  trust,  etc.  The  creditors  in- 
clude:  Beaufoy  &  Co.  (13/.);  Cupal  Ltd.,  Blackburn  (3/.); 
Brook,  Parker  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bradford  (9/.;  J.  C.  Bottomley 
&  Co.,  Brighouse  (6/.) ;  Killgerm  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cleckheaton  (6/.)'; 
Wyleys  Ltd.,  Coventry  (4/.);  Pegg  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Derby  (3/.); 
W.  C.  Hebden,  Halifax  (3/.) ;  Hanger,  Watson  &  Harris,  Hull 
(41/.);  Sayers,  Silcox,  Cuzner  &  Co.,  Hull  (4/.);  Goodall, 
Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds  (13/.);  Barraclough  &  Co.,  Leeds 
(4/.);  J.  Broadhead  &  Sons.  Leeds  (5/.);  T.  Howard  Lloyd  & 
Co.,  Leicester  (21/.);  F.  J.  Brett,  Leicester  (3/.);  Coleman 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Norwich  (4/.);  J.  H.  Haywood,  Nottingham 
(3/.);  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Sheffield  (6/.). 

GAZETTE. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 
Firminger,  B.  W.,  Sierdon  Road,  Hackney  Downs,  late  Mare 

Street,  London,  N.E.,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 
Wheeler,  John  Edmond,  Laburnum  Street,  Kingsland,  Lon- 
don, N.E.,  manufacturing  chemist. 

Adjudication. 

Wheeler,  John  Edmond,  Laburnum  Street,  Kingsland,  Lon- 
don, N.E.,  manufacturing  chemist. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 

New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  moan  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 


Carbos  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  The  first  directors  are  G.  H.  Shakespeare  and  F.  T. 
Edge.    R.O.,  39  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham. 

A.  D.  C.  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  soap-manu- 
facturers, etc.  The  subscribers  are  J.  E.  Nicholson,  11  Med- 
dowcroft  Road,  Wallasey,  manager,  and  E.  M.  Owen,  8  Vic- 
toria Street,  Liverpool,  chartered  accountant. 

D.  G.  Tungate,  Ltd.  (P.C.).-  -Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist 
now  or  lately  carried  on  by  E.  B.  Brigham  at  3  Finkle  Streer, 
Selby,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  D.  G.  Tungate.  The 
first  directors  are  D.  G.  Tungate  (permanent  managing 
director)  and  J.  W.  Laister. 

Scintillas,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  medicinal,  chemical, 
industrial,  and  other  preparations,  etc.  The  first  directors 
are  H.  S.  Dinsley,  G.  H.  Knapp,  and  H.  Vielleville.  R.O., 
8  Little  Andrew  Street,  Upper  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London, 
W.C 

Company  News. 

Corder  &  Co.,  Ltd. — A  notice  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Brown,  62  John  Street,  Sunderland,  as  receiver  and 
manager,  on  February  14,  1911,  has  been  filed. 

United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  declared  a 
dividend  of  4s.  each  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  past  year, 
placing  75.000/.  to  reserve  and  carrying  57,000/.  forward. 

Removals  from  Register. — By  a  notice  gazetted  on  Feb- 
ruary 21,  the  following  joint-stock  companies  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  register  at  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C.  : 
Marienbad,  Kissingen,  and  Natural  Spring  Products  Co., 
Ldt  ;  Minerals  and  Fullers'  Earth  Syndicate,  Ltd.  ;  Ruthin 
Soda  Water  Co.,  Ltd. :  West  Birmingham  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. 

John  Oakey  &  Sons,  Ltd. — The  directors  recommend  the 
payment  of  a  final  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  to  the  ordinary 
shareholders,  making  a  total  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and 
in  addition  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent.,  free  of  income-tax.  They 
;i1mi  rct-i >i  1 1 1 1 1  < -i  1  < I  thai  3.000/.  be  carried  i<>  general  reserve, 
raising  this  account  to  83,000/.,  making,  with  the  capital  re- 
serve, a  total  reserve  of  86,734/.,  leaving  a  balance  of  6,872/. 
to  be  carried  forward. 

International  Sfonge  Importers,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1910,  states  that  the  net  profit  for 
the  period,  after  providing  for  all  outgoings  and  deprecia- 
tions, amounts  to  18,565/.,  making,  with  the  balance  of  240/. 
brought  forward,  18,805/.  The  directors  propose  to  pay  a  fur- 
ther dividend  of  2j  per  cent,  upon  the  ordinary  shares,  making 
5  per  cent,  for  the  year,  placing  to  general  reserve  1.10W  , 
leaving  to  be  carried  forward  2,376/.  In  accordance  with  the 
articles  of  association,  the  sum  of  1,106/.  has  been  credited  to 
the  reserve  fund. 

Borax  Consolidated,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended 
September  30,  1910,  states  that  the  profits  are  286,472/.  The 
debenture  interest,  the  interim  dividends  on  the  preference 
shares  and  on  the  preferred  ordinary  shares  paid  May  1,  and 
income-tax  to  April  5,  1910,  amounted  to  101,392/.,  leaving, 
with  the  amount  brought  forward,  a  sum  of  241,976/.  to  bo 
dealt  with.  After  making  provision  for  depreciation,  sinking 
fund,  and  other  items,  there  is  a  balance  of  215,262/.,  out  of 
which  the  final  dividends  on  the  preference  shares  and  on  the 
preferred  ordinary  shares  paid  on  November  1  last,  together 
with  the  interim  dividend  on  the  deferred  ordinary  shares 
paid  on  November  8  last,  absorb  80,500/.  From  the  balance 
the  directors  propose  to  pay  a  final  dividend  of  la.  6d.  per- 
share  on  the  deferred  ordinary  shares,  making  12^  per  cent, 
for  the  vear,  and  to  carry  forward  67,262/. 

T.  &  H.  Smith,  Ltd.— The  report  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1910,  states  that  the  profit  for  the  year,  after 
charging  debenture  interest,  directors'  fees,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  bad  debts,  is  12,107/.,  to  which  falls  to  be  added  I  he 
balance  brought  forward  of  1.333/.  Deducting  interim  divi- 
dend paid  on  the  preference  shares  for  the  half-year  to 
March  31,  1910,  there  is  a  balance  at  credit  of  profit  and  loss 
account  of  11,856/.  The  directors  recommend  that,  after 
carrying  2,500/.  to  reserve  fund  and  the  allocation  of  1,165/. 
as  a  bonus  in  terms  of  the  articles  of  association,  a  dividend  of 
7A  per  cent,  be  paid  on  the  ordinary  shares,  leaving  a  balance 
of  1,732/.  to  be  carried  forward.  Since  the  commencement  of 
the  company,  the  item  "vendors'  account"  has  appeared 
among  the  assets.  On  September  30  last  the  amount  had  been 
reduced  to  6,036/.,  and  since  the  close  of  the  accounts  it  has 
been  further  reduced  to  1.394/.,  and  arrangements  have  been 
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made  by  which  this  balance  will  now  he  paid.  With  the  know- 
ledge ami  approval  of  the  ordinary  shareholders,  no  interest 
has  been  debited  on  the  vendors'  account  for  some  years  past, 
and  it  is  proposed  that  the  company  should  waive  any  claim 
for  such  interest.  The  stocks  have  been  valued  on  a  conser- 
vative basis,  and  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  bad  and 
doubtful  debls. 

Picken  Brothers,  Ltd.,  Forest  Gate,  Leytonstone,  Wal- 
thamstow,  Wanstead,  and  Greenwich,  London,  Chemists  and 
Druggists,  etc.-  A  private  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held 
jn  Thursday,  February  16.  having  been  called  by  Mr.  Oscar 
Berry,  the  liquidator,  in  pursuance  of  Section  188  of  the 
Companies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1908.  A  statement  of  affairs 
had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Berry,  and  this  showed  liabilities 
to  trade  creditors  9,252/.  8s.  9d.,  and  unsecured  cash  creditors 
6,852/.  Is.  Id.,  making  total  liabilities  16,104/.  9*.  lOd.  There 
were  debentures  for  2,500/.  The  assets  totalled  9,643/.  Is.  6'/.. 
from  which  had  to  be  deducted  422/.  10s.  3'/.  for  the  prefer- 
ential claims  and  2,500/.  for  debentures,  leaving  6,720/.  lis.  3'/., 
which  amount,  however,  did  not  include  the  leases,  goodwills, 
and  licences  which  had  not  yet  been  valued,  but  which  il  is 
expected  will  realise  a  considerable  amount.  The  firm  of 
Picken  Bros,  was  formed  in  1892,  and  in  1894  converted  into 
a  limited  liability  company  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  2,000/. 
in  1/.  shares.  In  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  a  large 
loan  was  called  up,  but  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way; 
and  on  the  solicitor  of  the  trustee  of  the  cash  creditor  in 
question  informing  the  company  that  they  must  take  iinme- 
iliate  steps  to  recover  the  whole  amount,  one  of  the  directors 
consulted  the  bank.  Subsequently  the  bank  served  a  writ 
upon  the  company  requiring  thfrn  to  pay  the  loan  in  full  or 
they  would  apply  to  the  Court  for  the  appointment  of  a  re- 
ceiver anil  manager,  and  take  possession  of  the  assets.  The 
directors  then  consulted  their  solicitors,  who  took  over  the 
bank  loan,  and  thus  saved  the  situation.  Subsequently  the 
directors  were  advised  ,:s  the  best  course  to  put  the  company 
into  liquidation.  At  the  meeting  on  February  16  the  creditors 
decided  to  confirm  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Berry  as  liquidator. 
The  following  are  among  the  creditors:  Allen  &  Hanburvs, 
Ltd.  (24/.);  Ashton  &  Parsons,  Ltd.  (21/.);  Armour  &  Co., 
Ltd.  (12/.);  Apollinaris  Co.  Lid.  (10/.);  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co., 
Ltd.  (18/.);  Alfred  Bird  &  Co.  Ltd.  (42/.);  British  Xylonite 
Co.  (10/.);  Arthur  Berliner  (11/.);  Burroughs  Wellcome  ot 
Co.  (14/.);  Burgovne.  Burbidges  &  Co.  (121/.);  Butler  & 
Crispe  (253/.) ;  Corneille,  David  &  Co.  (26/.);  Coleman  &  Co.. 
Ltd.  (74/.):  Cheltenham  Mineral  Water  Co.  (24/.);  Cadburv 
Bros  ,  Ltd.  (30/.);  A.  Chin's  (12/.);  Crosfield,  Ltd.  (13/.)'; 
F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co.,  Ltd  (10/.):  F.  S.  Cleaver  &  Sons.  Ltd. 
(17/.) ;  A.  H.  Cox  &  Co..  Ltd.  (12/.) :  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.  (10/.) ; 
W.  B.  Fordham  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (25/.)  ;  G.  F.  Fulford  &  Co. 
(10/.);  Fassett,  &  Johnson  (11/.):  D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd.  (10/.); 
Grimble  &  Co.  (11/.);  Ingram  &  RovK  Ltd.  (13/.):  Thomas 
Kerfoot  &  Co.  (1?/.)  ;  Lever  Bros  .  Ltd.  (40/.)  ;  Patent  Borax 
Co.,  Ltd.  (12/.);  Charts  Southwell  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (24/.);  Spratt's 
Patent,  Ltd.  (44/.):  Virol.  Ltd.  (20/.);  Vinolia  Co.,  Ltd. 
(28/.);  and  Wright.  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.  (18/.). 


BIRTH. 


Peasnall. — At  29  Church  Avenue.  East  Sheen.  Surrey, 
on  February  17.  the  wife  of  H.  A.  J.  Pcasnall.  chemist,  of 
a  son. 


MARRIAGE. 


John— Lewis. — At  Bethesda  Church.  Narberth,  by  the 
Rev.  W.  E.  Stephens,  on  February  12.  J.  J.  John,  phar- 
macist, Narberth  (eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  T.  John,  Ffynon 
Eiddon,  Carmarthenshire),  to  Lizzie,  fourth  daughter  of 
Mr.  W.  Lewis,  Bristol  House,  Narberth. 


DEATHS* 

Brown.— At  "Hillside."  Marlborough  Hill.  Harrow, 
on  February  5,  Mr.  George  Brown,  Ph.C,  aged  seventy. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a  Yorkshireman  by  birth,  and  served  his 
.apprenticeship  to  Mr.  John  Forge,  Driffield.  He  went 
from  there  to  Manchester  and  London,  passing  his  Minor 
in  1863  and  Major  in  1864.  The  same  year  Mr.  Brown 
took  a  business  at  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight,  which  he  car- 
ried on  till  1897,  when  he  went  to  Hampstead.  where  a 
few  years  later  he  relinquished  business.    He  had  resided 


m  Harrow  for  the  last  ten  years.  Although  handicapped 
by  ill-heath  and  of  a  retiring  disposition.  Mr.  Brown  was 
known  to  his  friends  as  a.  man  of  wide  reading  and  deep 
sympathies.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  seven  children. 

Brown.—  At  25  Pitt  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  Febru- 
ary 15,  Mr.  Robert  Smith  Brown,  chemist  and  druggist,  late 
secretary  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  aged  seventy-four.  Mr.  Brown  served  his  ap- 
prenticeship at  Ayr  and  started  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  1867  in  Hanover  Street.  Edinburgh.  His 
interest  in  Masonry  caused  him  to  abandon  the  drug-trade. 
Mr.  Bi  own  w;is  a  member  and  secretary  of  various 
Masonic  bodies.  He  is  survived  by  a  widow,  two  tons, 
and  a  daughter. 

Fisox. — On  February  9.  .Mr.  Sparham  Fison.  chemist 
and  druggist.  48  Brandram  Road,  Lee,  London,  S.E..  aged' 
seventy. 

Houlton. — At  Beech  Bank.  Lancaster  Park,  Harro- 
gate, on  February  10,  Mr.  James  Houlton.  Ph.C  formerly 
in  business  at  Beverley  (Yorks),  aged  eighty -one. 

Markham. — On  February  17,  Mr.  John  Markham,  chemist 
and  druggist.  Market  Place,  Reigate,  aged  sixty-seven. 

Mason. — On  February  21,  Mr.  John  Mason,  Ph.C.,  who 
carried  on  business  in  Boyle,  co.  Roscommon,  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  who  for  many  years  acted  as  dis- 
penser to  the  Boyle  Union  and  dispensaries. 

Richarpson. — At  Westfield  House,  Alford.  Lines,  on 
February  15,  Mr.  Thomas  Plowman  Richardson,  chemist 
and  druggist.  West  Street.  Alford.  Mr.  Richardson,  who 
died  from  a  severe  chill,  was  at  business  up  to  February  13. 
He  had  carried  on  business  at  Alford  for  thirty  years. 

Robinson. — Recently,  Cissie,  daughter  of  Mr.  R.  F.  W. 
Robinson,  chemist.  129  Brighton  Street.  Seacombe,  aged 
twenty-three.  Miss  Robinson  was  a  highly  gifted  musician, 
being  a  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music.  The 
interment  took  place  at  Wallasey  Cemetery  on  February  16. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Alderman  C.  J.  Wain.  Ph.C.,  Newcastle,  Staffs,  has 
been  elected  President  of  the  local  Conservative  Club. 

The  late  Mr.  Henry  Rotherham.  chemist,  Eckington, 
Derbyshire,  left  estate  valued  at  775/.  13s.  6,/.,  with  net 
personalty  207/.  18.«.  5,/. 

Mb.  A.  B.  Barker,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Place, 
Heckmondwike,  has  been  elected  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Local  Tradesmen's  Association. 

Sir  Joseph  Larmor.  was  on  February  16  returned  as  a 
member  for  Cambridge  University,  in  place  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Butcher.  Sir  Joseph  is  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Society. 

The  late  Mrs.  Margaret  Glover.  St.  Helens.  Lanes; 
widow  of  Mr.  John  Glover,  chemist,  Parr,  whose  business 
she  had  continued  with  her  son.  Mr.  John  Glover,  left 
estate  valued  at  650/.  gross  and  at  268/.  net. 

Mr.  John  C.  Umney.  F.C.S..  and  Mrs.  LTmney  have 
gone  to  Cannes  this  week  for  a  spring  holiday  of  several 
weeks'  duration.  Mr.  Umney  hopes  while  in  that  beauti- 
ful flower-country  to  see  something  of  the  perfumery 
centres  and  leaders. 

Mr.  Herbert  J.  Foster,  who  has  been  since  its  forma- 
tion manager  and  buver  to  the  Indo-Burma  Co.,  Ltd., 
108  Wool  Exchange,  London,  E.G.,  the  representatives  in 
this  country  of  Messrs.  E.  M.  de  Souza  &  Co.,  of  Rangoon, 
has  been  appointed  secretary  to  the  Indo-Burma  Go. 

Sir  Edward  Evans,  of  Liverpool,  attended  the  first 
levee  of  the  reign  held  bv  King  George  V.  at  St.  James  s 
Palace  on  Tuesday,  February  21.  At  the  same  time  Mr. 
C  S  Hutchinson,  F.I.C..  F.C.S..  was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  on  his  appointment  as  King  s  Counsel. 
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Mr.  H.  Ball,  Ph.C,  who  has  just  retired  from  business 
(C.  d-  D.,  February  18,  Col.  Supp.),  intends  to  devote  more 
time  to  botany,  of  which  he  has  been  a  lifelong  student. 
Mr.  Ball  is  an  authority  on  the  flora  of  the  Southport  and 
Birkdale  sandhills.  He  has  als«>  been  honorary  radiographer 
to  the  Southport  Infirmary  for  many  years,  and  he  will  con- 
tinue his  radiographic  work. 

We  mentioned  last  week  that  Mr.  The*.  Alex.  Cook  had 
.been  elected  a  Vice-President  of  the  West  Ham  and  General 
Hospital,  but  it  is  to  .  the  Hospital  Aid  Committee  that 
Mr.  Cook  has  been  elected.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
Hospital  itself  since  1900  and  a  Vice-President  since  1908. 
"The  Aid  Committee,  consists  of  well-wishers  of  the  Hospital 
■who  not  being  on  the  General  Committee  have  formed 
themselves  "into  a  separate  body  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  for  the  Hospital  by  organising  entertainments,  etc. 
In  this  way  it  has,  since  its  inception,  raked  upwards  of 
•3.000/.  for 'the  support  of  the  Hospital,  and  is  at  present 
concentrating  its  efforts  to  rake  sufficient  money  to  pay 
■for  the  installation  of  an  electric  lift  in  the  Hospital.  Mr. 
J'.  R.  Addiscott,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Forest  Gate  and 
United  Districts  Travellers'  Association,  is  Chairman  of  the 
Aid  Committee. 


TRADE  NOTES* 


•  Messrs.  J.  Patterson  &  Co.,  146  Strand,  London,  W.C., 
are  a  new  firm  of  chemists'  valuers  and  transfer  agents 
whose  advertisement  appears  in  this  issue. 

Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King's  old  address, 
•82  Bkhopsgate  Street  Without,  E.C.,  has  been  changed  to 
262  Bishopsgate,  E.G.,  owing  to  renumbering  of  the  street. 

'  The  proprietors  of  Messrs.  Norton  &  Co/s  business,  the 
Savoy  Pharmacy,  Cairo,  v  ho  have  been  appointed  Chemists 
to  King  George  V.,  are  Mr.  F.  J.  Denham.  Ph.C,  and 
Mr.  j/Dirlik. 

Messrs.  Parnall  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  shopfitters,  have  removed 
their  London  office  from  10  Rood  Lane  to  Mansion  House 
Chambers,  20  Bucklersbury.  The  telephone  number, 
"  Avenue  2175,"  and  telegraphic  address,  "  Parnalls,  Lon- 
don,"' are  retained. 

D.  &  R.  Cold  Cream. — The  American  Drug  Stores  Co., 
(Mr.  C.  Brooks)  24  Orange  Street,  Haymarket,  London, 
W.C.,  have  been  appointed  the  sole  agents  for  the  United 
Kingdom  for  Messrs.  Daggett  &  Ramsdell's  "Perfect" 
Cold  Cream,  a  favourite  American  preparation,  which  is 
being  well  advertised  in  the  press  and  in  such  notice- 
compelling  situations  as  the  "  tube  "  lifts  and  trains. 
,  Coronation  Decorations. — Messrs.  W.  B.  Fordham  & 
Sons,  Ltd. ,  36  to  40  York  Road,  King's  Cross,  London,  N . , 
have  issued  a  special  price-list  of  Coronation  commemora- 
tion goods,  which  should  be  useful  to  chemists  within  the 
next  few  months.  The  list  gives  particulars  and  prices 
of  flags,  trophies,  festooning,  flag-staffs,  illuminating  de- 
vice;, Japanese  lanterns,  confetti,  commemoration  buttons, 

I etc.,  and  it  is  subject  to  a  trade  discount. 
P.A.T.A.  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  Protected  List 
for  February  are  :  Bourjois'  additional  preparations,  Cor- 
ner's oils,  Drallo's  additional  preparations,  Gibbs'  addi- 
tional preparations,  Knight's  preparations,  Mater  clinical 
thermometer,  Nini-Musha,  Papier  Plassard,  Senier's 
Electric-Kleen  straw-hat  cleaner,  Williams'  Pontardawe 
worm-lozenges.  The  removals  are  :  Barnett's  specialties, 
Cinderene,  Elkington  plate-powder,  Robertson's  fairy 
brush,  Rozeau  and  preparation. 

Radium  Preparations. — Messrs.  Chas.  Zimmermann  & 
Co.,  9  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E.G.,  inform  us 
that  they  ,  have  been  appointed  sole  agents  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  radium  emanators,  radio-active  waters 
and  ampoules  introduced  to  the  medical  profession  by  the 
Radiogen-Gesellsehaft,  Charlottenburg.  Messrs.  Zimmer- 
mann send  us  literature  on  the  subject,  one  circular 
dealing  with  the  installation  needed  for  an  "  Emanator- 
ium " — a  chamber  in  which  the  emanation  of  radium 
I  developed  by  the  action  of  a  continuous  current  of  oxygen 
can  be  used  continuously.  It  appears  that  the  emanators 
are  used  in  series,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  revivification  of 
the  contents,  and  after  one  of  the  apparatus  has  been 


employed  for  a  certain  time  it  is  nut  available  for  a  week. 
It  costs  about  200/.  to  fit-up  an  emanatorium  of  the 
capacity  of  10  cm.  The  firm  also  sell  radiogen  water  and 
the  other  requirements  for  Hiss's  treatment  of  gout  and 
rheumatism. 

Pills  and  Tablets. — Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Brighton,  have  issued  a  neat  price-list  in  handy 
form  of  pills,  tablets,  lozenges,  ointments,  suppositories, 
and  capsules  of  their  manufacture.  Hie  .selection  of  for- 
mulas embraces  all  the  most  frequently  prescribed  pills  and 
tablets  as  well  as  many  special  lines  of  which  it  pays 
chemists  to  push  the  sale.  A  note  is  given  as  to  the  various 
showcards  which  are  available  for  chemists  who  sell  the 
company's  products.  We  observe  that  the  company  have  re- 
duced formalin  tablets  to  3s.  3'/.  per  dozen  so  as  to 
enable  their  customers  to  meet  competition  with  those 
stores  who  have  been  selling  similar  tablets  at  6g<7.  per 
bottle. 

"  Bulbiquk  "  Catheter. — Dr.  A.  Campbell  Stark  (who 
will  be  remembered  by  the  middle  generation  of  phar- 
macists for  his  activity  in  trade  matter:,  when  he 
was  one  of  themselves)  has  devised  a  female  catheter 
with  which  it  is  possible  to  catch  the  urine  in  any 
receptacle    without1   soiling    the    bedclothes    or  undine 

exposure  of  the  patient.  The  usual  flange  is  re- 
placed by  a  bulbous  end  as  in  the  block.  To  th:6_  is 
readily  attached  about  2  yards  of  indiarubber  tubing,  which 
grips  the  bulb  and  is  not  easily  detached.  After  passing 
the  catheter,  the  urine  flows  into  a  receptacle  placed  on 
the  floor.  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Charlotte 
Street,  London,  E.C.,  make  the  catheter  in  glass  and  metal, 
and  have  registered  the  name  as  a  trade-mark. 

New  Ideas.— The  Apollinaris  Co.,  Ltd..  4  Stratford 
Place,  London,  W.,  have  sent  us  some  recently  issued  ad- 
vertising-matter which  embodies  new  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  first  is  a  telephone  card  12  in.  by  18  in.,  contain- 
ing upon  it  the  telephone  numbers  of  the  principal  London 
clubs,  hotels,  theatres,  music  halls,  restaurants,  and  rail- 
way companies.  It  is  intended  for  hanging  up  in  public 
places,  and,  bearing  the  name  "  Apollinaris,"  reminds  users 
every  time  it  is  consulted  of  the  "  Queen  of  Table-waters." 
The  other  idea  which  has  been  brought  out  is  a  daily  sport- 
ing events  calendar  of  a  similar  size,  but  with  monthly 
detachable  sheets.  The  sporting  events  of  the  month  are 
detailed  for  each  day.  The  compilation  must  have  taken 
a  good  deal  of  time'  to  produce  so  fully.  We  note  these 
advertising  ideas  to  show  that  the  Apollinaris  Co.  are  main- 
taining their  reputation  for  "  brainy  "  advertising— which 
means  that  the  public  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  forget  their 
favourite  table-water. 

The  Erasmic  Co.  Ltd..  Warrington,  have  introduced  a 
new  series  of  toilet-specialities,  comprising  talcum  powder, 
antiseptic  tooth  powder,  vanishing  cream,  perfume,  bril- 
liantine,  shaving-soap  and  herb  toilet  soap,  which  are 
artistically  produced  and  form  an  attractive  scries,  as  may 
be  judged  by  the  illustration  that  appears  in  the  company's-, 
announcement  in  this  issue.  The  series  is  offered  upon 
a  profit-sharing  scheme,  which  ensures  a  margin  of  33^  per- 
cent, profit  to  the  retailer  when  a  6/.  lot  including  soap:; 
is  purchased.  The  particulars  of  the  terms  upon  which  the 
series  or  any  individual  members  of  it  are  obtained  art- 
set  forth  in  an  illustrated  circular  which  the  company  will 
send  to  C.  ,(•  D.  readers  on  application.  In  view  of  the 
approaching  "All  British"  Shopping  Week,  these  pro- 
ducts form  suitable  goods  for  chemists  to  display  as  the 
Erasmic  Co.  make  a  point  of  their  being  manufactured  in 
their  own  works  at  Warrington.  It  may  also  be  noted 
that  the  talcum  powder  and  antiseptic  tooth  powder  are 
put  up  in  oval  containers  of  a  novel  description,  and  a 
similar  container,  round  in  shape,  is  also  used  for  the  new 
shaving  powder,  to  retail  at  Is.,  which  the  company  have 
introduced  and  which  makes  an  excellent  lather,  giving  a 
smooth  shave.  It  is  a  good  companion  to  the  Erasmic 
shaving-soap  in  the  above  complete  toilet  series. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

MR.  J.  P.  GILMOUK,  Cliairman  of  the  Executive, 
presided .  at  the  evening  meeting  held  at  36  York 
Place.  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  February  15.  Before 
the  proceedings  commenced  he  referred  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  David  McLaren.  An  appreciation  of  his  services  to 
pharmacy  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  minutes.  The 
first  paper  read  was  a  comparison  of 

Concentrated  and  Fresh  Infusions. 
In  this  Mr.  T.  Stephenson,  Ph.C,  etc.,  stated  that 
dilutions  of  concentrated  preparations  are  "  good  enough  " 
is  merely  a  fallacy.  In  order  to  present  the  matter  in  a  con- 
crete form  nine  typical  infusions  were  preoared  :  (a)  fresh 
according  to  the  15. P.,  and  (A)  by  diluting  concentrated 
(1  to  7)  infusions  obtained  from  reliable  wholesale  sources. 
The  differences  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Name. 

B.P.  fresh  infusion. 

Infusion, 

Colour. 

Sp. 
Gr. 

Extrac- 
tive, 
per 
cent. 

Aurantli 

Palo  yellow 

1.^6 

1.21 

Buchu 

Pale  yellow 

i  0J2 

0.56 

C'alumbs 

Pale  yellow 

1.004 

0.68 

Cascarilla> 

Brow  n- 

yellow 

1.002 

0.43 

Digitalis 

Green 

yellow 

1.C04 

0.34 

Cinchon.ac  id. 

Yellow  - 

brown 

1.004 

0.70 

Gentian,  co. 

Pale  yellow 

1.002 

0.53 

Quassia 

While 

1.000 

0.107 

Rosa-  acid* 

Bright  red 

1.005 

1.05 

Made  from  "  cone.  1-7.' 


Colour.  5^' 
(jr. 


Dark  brown  1  1.002 

Brown- 
yellow  j  0  999 

Brown- 

yellow  i  0.998 


Brown 

Green- 
brown 
Darker  Hut 
Brown 

yellow- 
Pale  yellow 
Hod  to  brown 


U.9  -7 


0.997 
1.002 

0  998 
0.9yfi 
0.S99 

to 

1.005 


Extrac- 


per 
cent. 


1.32 
0.64 
0.42 
0.23 


0.21 
1.4 


0.51 
0.05 


His  conclusions  were  : 

1.  That,  infusions  prepared  by  diluting  the  concentrated 
preparations  differ  markedly  from  thoso  made,  fresh  in 
physical  and  sometimes  in  chemical  properties.  The  pos- 
sibility of  their  differing  therapeutically  naturally  suggests 
itself. 

2.  That  the  fresh  infusions  should  alone  be  dispensed  in 
prescriptions,  and  the  use  of  concentrated  infusions,  except 
when  such  are  specially  prescribed,  is  unwarrantable. 

Discussion. 

The  Secretary  read  two  letters  lie  had  received  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  David  Gilmour  related  that  in  a  case  in 
which  digitalis  was  prescribed  as  a  cardiac  stimulant  dilu- 
tion of  a  concentrated  infusion  was  used  and  produced  no 
effect.  A  fresh  infusion  was  then  used  and  produced  such 
immediate  results  that  the  prescriber  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  had  saved  the  life  of  the  patient.  The  prescriber 
had  since  invariably  written  "  Infusum  digitalis  recens." 
Mr.  Richardson  sent  along  with  his  letter  specimens  of 
concentrated  infusions  frequently  in  demand  prepared  by 
himself.  He  maintained  that  these  samples  proved  that 
concentrated  infusions  could  be  made  so  as  to  give  on 
dilution  an  infusion  really  as  good,  and  in  some  respects 
better,  than  a  fresh  infusion. 

Mr.  Somf.r ville  also  exhibited  concentrated  infusions 
which  in  his  opinion  were  in  every  respect  as  satisfactory 
as  fresh  infusions. 

Mr.  W.  Duncan  agreed  with  Mr.  Stephenson  that  fresh 
infusions  should  alone  be  used,  and  commented  generally 
upon  the  concentrated  preparations. 

Mr.  T.  Wilson  followed,  stating  from  experience  the 
advantages  of  the  fresh  infusions. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  said  his  personal  experience  was  that 
there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  patients  to  wait 
long  enough  until  the  infusion  is  made,  and  while  agreeing 
with  the  ideal,  he  was  afraid  that  in  practice  it  could  not 


be  carried  out,  In  the  case  of  digitalis  he  thought  a  fresh 
infusion  should  always  be  used.  In  the  case  of  the  others 
the  only  method  of  keeping  the  standard  right  was  by 
having  an  official  formula  for  such  concentrated  prepara- 
tions as  were  judged  necessary  for  convenience. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  believed  with  Mr.  Stephenson  as  a 
matter  of  ethics  that  they  should  use  fresh  infusions;  but 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  concentrated  infusions  were 
more  convenient  or  they  would  not  be  so  largely  used,  and 
it  came  to  be  a  question  very  much  which  was'  practically 
the  better  to  use.  In  the  case  of  those  infusions  containing 
an  active  principle  it  would  be  of  importance  to  ascertain 
whether  the  concentrated  infusion  contained  the  proper 
proportion  of  the  active  ingredient. 

Mr.  Peter  Boa,  speaking  in  regard  to  the  relative  flavours- 
of  the  preparations,  said  that  fresh  infusion  of  orange  has  a 
fine  fresh  orangy  flavour,  whereas  the  dilution  of  concen- 
trated infusion  is  very  poor,  had  no  taste  of  orange,  and 
is  quite  flat.  Buchu  is  probably  more  emphatically  better 
m  taste  in  the  fresh  infusion  than  in  the  other,  and  when  one 
smells  it  and  compares  it  with  the  diluted  concentration  there- 
is  no  comparison  whatever.  He  also  referred  to  cinchona,, 
digitalis,  and  rose  infusions,  preferring  the  fresh. 

Mr.  Nesbit  agreed  with  Mr.  Stephenson. 

Mr.  Donald  McEwan  drew  attention  to  Section  15  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  which  makes  it  an  offence  to  prepare 
any  of  the  medicines  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  except 
according  to  the  B.P.  Formulary,  and  questioned  if  the 
dilution  of  a  concentrated  preparation  can  be  legally  dis- 
pensed when  it  is  not  specifically  prescribed. 

Mr.  E.  O.  Rowland  also  agreed  with  Mr.  Stephenson, 
but  thought  there  is  a  legitimate  use  for  concentrated- 
preparations. 

Mr.  Murray  recalled  the  slowness  of  the  time  when 
infusions  were  introduced.  Nowadays  people  cannot  wait,, 
and  he  suggested  that  it  should  lie  possible  to  produce 
concentrated  preparations  which,  when  diluted,  equal  in 
therapeutic  efficacy  the  fresh  infusions.  He  added  that 
the  difference  in  aroma  and  colour  is  only  the  commericial 
and  aesthetic  aspect  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Joseph  Tait  said  that  the  advocates  of  concentrated 
infusions  had  no  case. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  differed  from  that  view.  It  might  be 
true  as  regards  such  drugs  as  buchu  and  digitalis,  but 
calumba  and  quassia  might  be  fairly  represented  in  the- 
concentrated  preparations.  He  also  referred  to  the  use 
of  chloroform  to  preserve  fresh  infusions. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  certain 
mixtures  made  with  concentrated  infusions  keep  better 
than  when  made  fresh. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill,  taking  up  this  point,  said  a  fresh 
infusion  mixture  is  meant  to  be  used  right  away,  not  kept. 
As  the  concentrated  article  favoured  keeping  it  might  be 
objectionable.  As  to  the  question  of  therapeutic  efficacy, 
he  had  made  a  rough  et-timation  of  ether-soluble  alkaloids 
in  acid  cinchona  infusion,  and  found  0.25  per  cent,  by 
volume  in  the  fresh  infusion  and  0.75  per  cent,  in  the 
concentrated  infusion.  He  anticipated  that  there  would  be 
more  than  the  proper  proportion  of  alkaloid  in  the 
concentrated  infusion ;  however,  it  was  the  other  way 
about.  He  spoke  highly  of  Mr.  Richardson's  specimens, 
and  while  questioning  the  application  of  Section  15  nowa- 
days, said  the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  apply.  Concluding,  he  said  :  "  It  is  most  unfortunate 
for  pharmacy  that  a  large  part  of  the  practical  part  of 
pharmacy  is  done  on  a  large  manufacturing  scale,  and  that 
the  retail  chemist,  who  is  a  trained  man,  is  reduced  to 
being  a  distributor  of  the  preparations  of  others." 

The  discussion  had  been  most  animated  and  lengthy. 
The  Chairman,  in  summing  it  up,  said  he  was  delighted" 
to  find  such  a  lively  interest  taken  in  the  subject  which 
was  an  application  of  everyday  experience  of  them  all. 
He  then  recalled  the  work  which  has  been  done  in  it 
during  recent  years  by  Farrand  Wright.  Cripps  and  Deane, 
and  critically  examined  the  points  advanced  by  present 
speakers. 

Mr.  Stephen  son  then  replied  to  the  points  which  had 
been  raised  in  the  discussion,  summing  up  with  the  obser- 
vation that  if  we  are  to  have  both  kinds  of  infusions  that. 
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should  be  clearly  understood  by  medical  practitioners,  who 
ought  to  indicate  on  their  prescriptions  whether  they 
wished  the  fresh  or  ready-made  concentrated  infusion. 

An  Incompatible  Chloral  Mixture. 
Mr.  Donald  McEwan  then  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  meeting  the  following  prescription  : 

Syr.  chloral.  ...       ...       ...       ...  jy. 

Magnes.  pond.         ...       ...       ...  -i. 

Vin.  ipecac.  ...       ...       ...       ...  $j. 

Tr.  belladonna?    ...  ^j. 

Aquam  ad     ...       ...       ...       ...  ,'jvj. — M. 

TI13  prsscriber  on  the  day  following  that  on  which  the 
medicine  was  dispensed  brought  the  bottle  to  the  pharmacist 
saying  he  meant  to  give  his  patient  syrup  of  chloral,  but 
was  afraid  spirit  of  chloroform  had  been  put  in  instead. 
Experiment  made  it  evident  that  chloroform  had  resulted 
from  reaction  between  the  chloral  hydrate  and  the 
magnesia,  chloroform  and  magnesium  formate  being  among 
the  products. 

When  the  prescriber  was  informed  of  this  he  omitted  the 
magnesia.  Mr.  McEwan  further  pointed  out  that  the  mag- 
nesia also  liberates  alkaloid  from  the  belladonna  and  ipe- 
cacuanha preparations,  and  that  ea<  h  dose  of  the  mixture 
contained  3  minims  of  chloroform  and  2g  grains  of  magne- 
sium formate. 

Messrs.  Dott,  Duncan,  Merson.  and  Hill  discussed 
the  paper,  the  first-named  remarking  that  medical  men 
should  have  added  to  their  curriculum  a  course  of  200 
-lectures  on  incompatibilities. 

The  Chairman  thought  Mr.  Dott's  suggestion  probably 
a  good  one  though  the  medical  curriculum  is  rather  over- 
loaded, and  he  was  afraid  that  not  even  200  lectures  would 
exhaust  the  subject;  they  were  always  learning  something 
new  in  the  way  of  incompatibility. 

Mr.  McEwan  briefly  replied. 

A  paper  by  Mr.  George  Elliot  on 

Extract  of  Liquorice  and  Calcium  Chloride 
was  next  read  by  Mr.  Joseph  Tait.    The  subject  arose  out 
of  the  following  prescription  : 

('alcii  chloridi         ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Ext.  glycyrrhizse  liq.    .Vj. 

Auuam  ad     ...    jiv- 

Sig.  :  A  dessertspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
He  remarked  on  the  exceptionally  large  proportion  of 
liquid  extract  of  liquorice  in  the  prescription,  and  said 
half-an-ounce  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose.     If  dispensed  as  written  there  is  an  immediate 
separation  of  a  bulky  precipitate  which  soon  cakes  at  the 
Ixittom  and  on  the  sides  of  the  bottle.    The  liquid  extract 
was  found  to  be  acid,  and  was  neutralised  by  ammonia. 
The  calcium-chloride  solution  was  diluted  as  much  as  pos- 
sible with  water  and  added  carefully  to  the  liquid  extract 
of  liquorice,  Stirling  carefully  after  each  addition.  This 
order  of  mixing  gave  a  much  better  result  than  by  adding 
the  liquid  extract  to  the  calcium-chloride  solution.  By 
that  means  the  resinous  matter  of  the  liquid  extract  which 
gave  rise  to  the  caking  seemed  to  be  held  in  solution,  and 
a  rlocculent  precipitate  was  obtained  which  shook  up  and 
diffused  re?dily  even  after  standing  for  over  a  month.  By 
adding  a  little  glycerin  or.  substituting  gilycerin   for  a 
portion  of  the  liquid  extract  of  liquorice  a  flocculent  pre- 
cipitate was  obtained  readily  diffusible  and  without  any 
indication  of  a  caking.    The  author  proceeded  to  speak  of 
the    therapeutic    purpose    of    calcium     chloride,  then 
disputed  the  statement  that  liquid  extrac  t  of  liquorice  if 
properly  prepared  is  neutral ;  he  thought  it  is  always  acid. 
He  next  dealt  with  the  literature  of  glycyrrhizin,  and  said 
that  that  term  now  applies  properly  to  the  sweet  substance 
in  liquorice  which  has  been  found  by  Tschirch  and  Ceder- 
berg  ("Year-book  of  Pharmacy,"  1907,  p.  73)  to  be  a 
mixture  of  calcium  and  potassium  glycyrrhizinate.  The 
name  "glycyrrhizinie  acid"  is  also  used  and  the  term 
"  glycyrrhizic  acid"    should    be    dropped.  Experiments 
which  he  had  made  indicated  that  the  precipitate  in  the 
mixture  is  apparently  due  to  a  double  decomposition  be- 
tween the  glycyrrhizin  and  the  calcium  chloride,  and  that 
therefore  extract  of  liquorice  is  an  incompatible  addition 
to  a  solution  of  calcium  chloride.    The  precipitation,  how- 
ever, is  by  no  means  entirely  due  to  this  double  decom- 
position.   The  liquid  extract  apparently  contains  a  quantity 


of  resinous  matter  or  other  substances  which  are  salted  out 
along  with  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  colouring 
matter  by  the  calcium  chloride.  The  use  of  flavouring- 
agents  other  thru  liquorice  attain  the  object  of  concealing 
disagreeable  taste  cf  the  salt,  and  it  is  much  better  that 
these  should  he  used.  Mr.  Elliot  next  adverted  to  the 
common  difficulty  in  prescriptions  for  halogen  salts  of 
potassium,  sodium,  and  ammonium  owing  to  the  formation 
of  precipitates  with  liquorice.  He  found  that  in  prescrip- 
tions of  this  nature  previous  neutralisation  of  the  liquid 
extract  with  ammonia  gives  a  mixture  which  showed  no 
precipitate  after  standing  for  six  week:-. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Dott  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  free  glycyrrhi- 
zinic acid  in  the  liquorice-root,  because  a  larger  yield  was 
obtaine  1  by  the  addition  of  ammonia  m  exhausting  the 
rooti 

Messrs.  STEPHENSON  and  Mrrson  also  spoke. 
Mr.  Duncan  admitted  that  he  felt  doubtful  at  the  time 
in  recommending  in  1907  tragacanth  to  prevent  caking  of 
the  precipitate.  There  were  such  extraordinary  variations 
in  commercial  samples  of  liquid  extrac  t  of  liquorice  and 
in  its  reactions  with  calcium  chloride  that  he  gave  up  tin- 
inquiry  lor  want  of  time  to  follow  it  out.  Ho  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  precipitation  in  suc  h  a  mixture  was  due 
to  three  causes  :  first,  the  alkaline  phosphates  and  sulphates 
which  he  found  in  the  liquid  extract  caused  precipitation 
of  the  lime  and  carry  with  it  much  of  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  root;  second,  the  colloidal  substances  in  tin- 
liquid  extract  are  salted  out  by  the  calcium  chloride;  and. 
third,  the  free  hydrochloric  acid  resulting  from  hydrolysis 
of  the  calcium  chloride  hastened  precipitation.  Glycerin 
is  as  good  as  anything  else  for  preventing  precipitation  of 
such  mixtures. 

Mr.  Hill,  referring  to  Mr.  Elliot's  remark  that  the 
salting  out  of  a  precipitate  in  this  mixture  was  analogous 
to  what  took  place  in  the  salting  out  of  soap  from  an 
aqueous  solution,  said  he  had  prepared  saturated  solution 
of  sodium  chloride,  sodium  bromide,  and  sodium  iodide. 
On  adding  a  quantity  of  soap  solution  to  each  cylinder  it 
was  observed  that  separation  was  most  rapid  and  most 
complete  in  the  sodium-chloride  solution,  although  it  con 
tained  a  very  much  smaller  percentage  of  the  salt.  Pre- 
cipitation was  less  complete  in  the  sodium-bromide  solu- 
tion and  still  less  so  in  the  sodium-iodide  solution. 

Thanks  to  the  three  authors  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Chemical  Society. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House.  Piccadilly, 
London,  W.,  on  February  16.  the  .-hair  being  taken 
bv  Professor  H.  B.  Dixon,  F.R.S.  With  one  exception 
,t  paper.,  w-reof  little  plr.mnaceulieal.n  p  neral  interest, 
but  the  President  made  a  number  of 

Interesting  Announcements. 
Mr  G  H.  Gabb  has  presented  to  the  Council  a  coloured 
lithograph  of  the  portrait  of  Dr.  Jeffri,  s  that  he  po.se^. 
The  pic  ture  shows  the  savant  holding  up  to  the  light  an 

*X3&  of  the  Society,  as  proposed  by 
Jcoundffor  next  session,  were  next  animuneec  h     i  he 

le  members  of  Council.  Seven  honorary  ''^f^  %'r  ,. 
;'lso  proposed-viz.  ^lessor  Bam         J  ^-h^r 

SSL^K-V^^~  Nemsi  of 
^The' first  paper  read  was  one  by  Dr.  Kipping  and  Mr. 
Davies  on 

Different  Methods  of  Applung  the  Grigkard 
Reagent. 

They  pointed  out  that  the  ^gi^fSSS8^ 
hydrocarbons  formed  in  "ingredients. 
'^^t^^SSS  added,  since  hydro- 


Index    Folio  -83 


46 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  25,  1911 


carbons  are  not  formed  if  this  device  is  adopted.  Dr. 
Turner  followed  with  a  long  paper  on  the 

Cause  of  Association-  of  Molecules, 

in  which  he  discussed  the  view  that  this  is  due  to  residual 
valencies,  and  developed  his  own  theory  that  it  is  an 
electrical  phenomenon,  since  it  is  most  markedly  shown  by 
electrolytes  in  solution  in  solvents  of  low  dielectric  constant. 

The  next  paper  was  a  communication  from  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories  on 

■  -p-HYDROXY-m-METHOXyPHENYLEXHYLAMINE,     AND  THE 

Resolution  of  a-  p-Hi'DROxiPHEN\'LETHYLAMiNE. 
By  Charles  Watson  Moore,  Ph.D.,  M.Sc. 
The  author  has  prepared  a-p-Hydroxy-m-methoxypheny- 
ethylamine,  CH3.CH.(NH2).  C6H3  <  by  the  reduction 

of  4-hydroxy-3-methoxyacetophenone  oxime.  The  base 
was  obtained  in  glistening  prisms,  melting  at  150°,  and 
yields  well-crystallised  salts.  It  was  found  to  have  a  slight 
epinephrine-like  action  on  the  blood-pressure.  The  dibenzoyl 
derivative,  prepared  by  the  Schotten-Baumann  method, 
crystallises  in  glistening  plates  melting  at  178c',  and  on  pro- 
longed boiling  with  an  alcoholic  solution  of  potassium 
hydroxide  yields  a-p-hydroxy-m-methoxy-A-benzoyl- 
phenylethylamine,  which  forms  glistening  needles  melting 
;it  168 J.    a  -p-Hydroxyphenylethylamine, 

CH3.CH.(NH2).C8H4.OH, 
was  prepared  by  Tutin,  Cat  on,  and  Hann,  and 
was  shown  to  exert  an  action  on  the  blood-pressure,  simi- 
lar to,  though  much  less  than,  epinephrine.  Since  the  base 
ooutains  an  asymmetric  carbon  atom,  it  was  considered  of 
i.  teres*  to  ascertain  whether  the  optically  active  bases 
obtained  by  its  resolution  would  differ  in  physiological  ac- 
tivity, as  in  the  case  of  the  d-  and  Mryoscyamines,  and  the 
d-  and  /-epinephiines.  The  resolutiun  of  the  base  has  been 
effected  by  means  of  its  (/-camphorsulphonate,  although 
only  the  salt  of  the  laevorotatory  base  has  been  obtained  in 
a  pure  condition.  Optically  pure  benzoyl  derivatives  have, 
however,  been  obtained  from  both  the  stereoisomeric  bases. 
I  -  a  -/»-Hydroxyphenyl-rf-eamphorsulphonate  crystallises 
from  alcohol  in  plates,  melting  at  203°-205°,  and  the  specific 
/otatipn  of  the  base  contained  in  it  is  (Vb  —  7.  9°.  The 
effect  on  the  blood-pressure  of  the  I-  and  d-l-bases  was 
determined  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Dale,  of  the  Wellcome  Physio- 
logical Research  Laboratories,  but  no  difference  in  physio- 
logical activity  was  observed.  The  /-dibenzoyl  derivative, 
prepared  by  the  SchotAen-Baitmann  method,  crystallises  in 
long  needles,  melting  at  210c.  and  has  [a]n  -19.0°.  On 
hydrolysis  it  yields  f-a-p-hydroxy-A'-benzoyl-phenyl- 
ethylamine,  which  forms  need  he  melting  at  144°.  and  has 
|o]d  —  52.7-'.  As  above-mentioned,  the  ^/-camphorsul- 
phonate  of  the  (/-base  could  not  be  obtained  in  a  pure  con- 
dition, the  basic  ion  contained  in  it  only  having  [op]  +  .(9J. 
The  pure  (/-dibenzoyl  and  the  d-N -benzoyl  derivatives  were, 
however,  prepared  having  [a  d  +  s8A°  and  [<x]d  4-  54-6° 
respectively. 

Election  of  Fellows. 

During  the  evening  a  ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows 
was  taken,  and  the  following  gentlemen  connected  with 
pharmacy  were  elected:  Messrs.  J.  F.  Eardltv,  Ph.C, 
■Sheffield';  M.  A.  Fielding,  Ph.C,  Cork;  W.  T."  Gainer. 
M.P.S.,  Parkstone,  Dorset;  A.  B.  Hall,  Ph.C.  Kirkham, 
Lanes;  C.  H.  Hampshire.  Ph.C,  B.Sc,  of  the  "Square" 
School;  B.  G.  Hough,  M.P.S.,  Manchester;  and  I.  G.  S. 
Wink,  of  the  China  and  Japan  Trading  Co. 

A  Rare  Remedy.— Mr.  F.  G.  Earl,  of  Trafford  Park,  sends 
lis  the  following  written  order:  "2  Black  females,  them  at 
i  oach,  and  please  seal  the  envelope."  Black-coated  female 
pills  were  supplied. 

KOREAN  Ginseng. — The  production  of  ginseng  in  Korea  in 
10!')  amounted  to  1,192  lb.  only,  as  compared  with  about 
94,000  lb.  in  former  years.  Large  imports  of  the  root  have 
been  effected  from  Manchuria  and  Japan  to  meet  the  de- 
(i  ;iency.  As  tin  industry  is  a  Government  monopoly,  the 
Japanese  authorities  are  endeavouring  to  restore  it  to  its  for- 
mer condition  :  but  as  the  roots  require  six  years  for  growth 
and  maturity  before  they  can  be  prepared  for  sale,  it  will  be 
some  years  before  the  industry  can  be  fully  developed  so  as  to 
become  a  considerable  source  of  national  income. 


Postal  Address :  v 
C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT.  42  Cannon  Street,   London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No. :   BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obliged  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  following-  inquiries  received  since  our  last 
issue : 


208/37. 
206/25. 
206/26. 
206/251. 
208/36. 
208/450. 
210/60. 
206/250. 
210/501. 
207/71. 
211/12. 
208/64. 
208/45. 
210/500. 
211/18. 
206/252. 
206/6. 
210/5. 
210/72. 
208/370 
208/28. 
206/34. 
206/46. 


"  Premier  "  toilet[rolls. 
"  Yansi  "  :  proprietors. 
Anti-bacterien  Raymond. 

"  Kusu  to  Ki  "  oil :  supply. 
"  Vapo-Naphthol  "  :  makers. 

"  Carbolena  "  :  wholesalers. 
"Takeapart"  spray  bellows. 

Hollsworth's  indigestion-cure. 

Burnhardt's  "  Calkallintone." 
"  Corbolina  "  :  manufacturers. 
'  Cy-ona  "  :  address  of  makers. 
"  Stingaree  Oil  Embrocation." 
"  Storaxyl  "  :  makers  or  supply. 

"  Cimolia  "  (in  tubes)  :  makers. 
Address  of  "  London  Toilet  Co." 

"  Australian  Salve  "  :  proprietors. 
Bender's  "Ideal"  bandages:  makers. 
"  Nervitonine  "  :  proprietors  or  agents. 
"  Culano  "  (made  by  Rus  Co.) :  address. 

"Vilane,"   an  American  catarrh-remedy. 
"Snow,"  maker  of  dental  enamel:  address. 
"  Auris  "  hparing-apparatus  :  London  supply. 
"Chondrin  "  (?  principle  of  cartilage):  makers. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where 
the  following  articles  can  be  obtained,  and  in  many  cases  we  have 
given  the  actual  makers.  The  information  will  be  repeated  to 
any  other  inquirers  who  send  to  this  Department  a  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 

"Acme"  feeder  (198/52).       Queru's  pastilles  (205/20  and 
Alain's  pomade  :  London  and  205/63). 


Paris  supply  (210/720). 
.Alum  and  salts  (210/35). 
Asbestos:  supply  (189/17). 
"Aura"  nail-polish  (206/65). 
"  Australian    Wattle  "  per- 
fume (198/530). 
Bliss's  saddle  soap  (209/24). 
Chologen  tablets  (206/34). 
Fibre  tooth-brushes  (detach- 
able handle)  (203/56). 
Glass  tanks  (90-gallon  capa- 
city)       (Dutch  inquiry) 
(207/68). 
Coodhair  specialities  (205/63). 
Goodman's   veterinary ,  pre- 
parations (209/58). 
"  Griserin  (205/10). 
Henna  extract  (205/130). 
Hermann's  specialities 

(198/521). 
Kananga  water  (2C9/570V. 
"  Kax  "  particulars  (177/35). 
"TCardene  "  (200/34). 
Keratin  capsules  (195/34). 
"King's"  silver  tooth-picks 

(No.  370,  260)  (205/71). 
"  Kufeke  "  (200/35). 
"Lak  Cit"  (197/1). 
Lecithin    (English  makers) 

(205/42). 
Leeches  (importers)  (199/50). 
"Lifeboat"  feeders  (209/50). 
Linen-glaze  tablets  (196/12). 
Liquozone  (200/261). 
Postal     tuition     in  optics 

(209/45). 
Potassium  ferro-eyanide 
(203/44).  ^ 


•"Rubberset"  brushes  (Bar- 
bados inquiry)  (211/6). 
Salothyme  preparations 

(197/19). 
"Sekuritas"  (202/160). 
"  Semori  "  (194/24). 
"  Shavalloy  (200/36). 
Shellac,     first-hand  supply 

(206/52). 
Small  emulsifiers  for  toilet 

creams  (195/33). 
Snellen's  test-cases  (209/63). 
"  Snowleen  "  (196/63). 
'  Society "        Corn  Silk 

(198/41). 
Sodium  silicate  (199/41). 
"  Solspa  "  (211/19). 
"Sperminol"  (210/72K 
Stoppers  for  ammonia  bottles 

(23.0 /4t). 
"Sv.via"    toilei  prepara- 
tions (193  1 2'. 
Panninp-extracts  (206/74). 
Thym-alka  (201/54). 
Tickets     in     rolls :  printers 

(201/15). 
Tix  oxide  :  (English  makers) 
(179/66). 
Tot"  (200/40). 
Turpolene  "  (199/30). 
United    Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, Ltd.  (189/19). 
Vegetable  gutta-percha 

,196/70). 
Varnif-1  (194/14). 
Vulcan  it-  goods  (190/901). 
Willard  bell-truss  (199/48). 
Wimpole  vaccines  (200/47). 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Adulteration  of  Bread, 

and  the  production  of  per- 
fectly wholesome  bread,  are  subjects  that  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  every  social  reformer,  and  no  more  important  ques- 
tions can  occupy  the  Local  Government  Board.  But  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  it  is  fair  to  speak  of  the  vise  of  baking- 
powder  containing  acid  phosphate  of  calcium  as  adultera- 
tion. The  subject  was  raised  by  Mr.  Bottomley  in  such 
a  way  as  to  prejudice  people  at  the  very  start,  for  one 
naturally  thinks,  when  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  on  bones 
is  mentioned,  of  the  crude  superphosphate  that  is  used  as 
manure  on  farm-land.  Acid  phosphate  of  calcium  may  be 
absolutely  pure,  and  perfectly  free  from  any  organic  taint 
whatever,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  least  harm  can 
possibly  be  caused  to  any  human  being  by  the  use  of 
such  a  chemical  in  making  baking-powder.  In  point  of 
fact,  it  ought  to  be  highly  beneficial,  for  both  the  phos- 
phoric acid  and  the  calcium  are  valuable  additions  to  our 
flour,  particularly  when  that  flour  is  the  variety  that  is 
ground  by  iron  rollers.  Certainly  it  is  much  superior  to 
the  bisulphates  of  soda  and  potassium  which  used  to  be 
frequently  employed  in  the  place  of  tartaric  and  citric  acids 
in  making  baking-powders. 

The  Member  for  Pharmacy 

lias  begun  well.  Being  also 
the  Member  for  Stepney,  it  was  quite  in  order  that  his 
first  essay  at  St.  Stephen's  should  have  been  in  connection 
with  a  question  in  which  his  constituents  are  specially  in- 
terested ;  and  pharmacy  can  never  be  jealous  of  Stepney, 
for  we  owe  that  famous  place  much.  What  interests  me 
most  is  the  announcement  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  has  a  Bill 
I  on  the  stocks  which  will  give  us  back  the  use  of  the  word 
"  pharmacy."  It  is  supremely  important  that  this  Bill 
should  be  pushed  forward  while  the  facts  are  fresh  in 
everyone's  mind,  including  the  Ministers  who  were  respon- 
sible for  piloting  the  recent  Act  through  Parliament.  The 
great  fault  in  1880  was  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  lay 
down  and  did  nothing  to  try  to  alter  the  law  as  declared 
by  the  House  of  Lords.  After  twenty  years  it  was  too  late 
to  upset  the  limited  companies,  but  had  the  Council  of 
that  time  gripped  the  company  serpent  boldly  it  would 
never  have  grown  to  the  dimensions  of  to-day.  I  hope 
every  pharmacist  will  do  his  best  to  assist  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
by  educating  his  own  member  on  the  subject,  and  the  Bill 
may  have  a  smooth  passage  when  it  comes  before  the  House. 

Dental  Caries, 

According  to  Dr.  Turner,  whose  most  interest- 
ing account  is  printed  in  your  last  issue,  is  due  to  the  fer- 
mentation of  the  starchy  and  saccharine  constituents  of 
food,  and  -.1  is  found  in  every  condition  of  civilised  life. 
I  presume  that  the  chief  product  of  the  starch  and  super- 
fermentation  is  lactic  acid,  and  this,  attacking  the  calcium 
carbonate  of  the  teeth,  is  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
dental  decay  or  caries.  If  we  can  prevent  the  particles 
of  food  lodging  in  the  interstices  of  the  teeth,  or 
"  stagnating,"  as  Dr.  Turner  calls  it,  we  at  once  solve  the 
difficulty.  For  this  pin-pose  the  vigorous  use  of  the  tooth- 
brush after  every  meal,  and  subsequent  swilling  of  the 
mouth  with  clean  water,  are  really  all  that  we  actually  re- 
quire to  keep  our  teeth  in  good  condition,  and  some  day 
we  may  be  sufficiently  educated  to  dispense  altogether  with 
tooth  powders,  liquids,  and  pastes.  That  time  is  not  yet, 
and  obviously  the  ideal  agent  is  one  that  contains  a  car- 
bonate— usually  lime  or  magnesia — and  a  germicide,  the 


former  to  neutralise  the  acid  formed  and  the  latter  to  kill 
the  organisms  that  cause  the  fermentation. 

Infants'    Feeding  Bottles 

have  recently  been  the  subject  of 
correspondence  in  the  "  Table  Talk  "  column  of  the  "Daily 
News."  and  surprise  has  been  expressed  that  what  was 
called  the  "  syphon  "  bottle— the  bottle  with  an  indiarubber 
tube — dates  only  from  about  fifty  years  ago.  The  approxi- 
mate date  of  Mr.  O'Connell's  introduction  of  the  first 
bottle  of  this  type  has  been  given  as  1858.  Its  price  was 
five  shillings,  but  unless  I  am  mistaken  O'Connell  himself 
brought  out  shortly  afterwards  a  second  quality  at  half-a- 
crown.  A  correspondent  of  the  "Daily  News"  says  this 
was  done  by  a  rival,  but  I  seem  to  remember  a  bottle  of  the 
original  inventor's  at  that  figure.  Be  this  as  it  may.  it  is 
certain  that  O'Connell  overreached  himself  by  pricing  Ins 
invention  too  highly,  for  a  Manchester  firm  very  soon 
brought  out  an  imitation  at  a  shilling  which  completely  took 
the  wind  out  of  his  sails.  I  see  bottles  of  this  pattern 
quoted  to-day  at  2s.  9il.  per  dozen,  and  understand  that 
they  can  be  got  for  less.  Is  it  because  they  are  still  pre- 
ferred by  the  poorer  classes  that  they  are  produced  at  a 
price  so  much  lower  than  that  of  the  tubeless  kind  ?  The 
latter  could  surely  be  as  cheaply  made. 
Are  Doctors  Unpopular  ? 

If  so,  the  reason  probably  is. 
not  that  they  are  incompetent,  for  some  of  the 
most  incompetent  practitioners  I  have  known  have  been 
only  too  popular,  but  that  they  give  themselves  airs  of 
superiority  and  are  somewhat  overbearing  in  their  attitude 
towards  the  laity.  In  former  times  there  certainly  was  a 
widespread  distrust  of  doctors,  lawyers,  and  parsons,  which 
was  largely  due  to  the  suspicion  of  the  vulgar  that  any- 
body better  educated  than  themselves  was  likely  to  get 
the  better  of  them  in  practical  matters.  The  case  of  Mr. 
Tulliver.  who  desired  education  for  his  son  in  order  that 
he  might  be  able,  like  Lawyer  Wakem,  to  "  wrap  up  his 
meaning  in  words  as  isn't  actionable."  may  be  advanced 
as  an  instance,  though  an  imaginary  one ;  but  indeed  I 
have  heard  scores  of  uneducated  people  speak  in  the  same 
sense.  That  education  should  be  valued  for  its  own  sake 
has  even  yet  hardly  occurred  to  the  Englishman  of  the 
lower  classes,  and  Mr.  Tulliver  still  has  representatives 
among  us;  but  this  alone  will  not  account  for  the  unpopu- 
larity of  any  particular  profession.  In  small  minds,  how- 
ever, the  consciousness  of  superior  learning  is  apt  to  beget 
a  feeling  of  personal  superiority,  and  it  would  appear  that 
the  study  of  science  has  this  result  more  frequently  than 
the  "humanities";  certainly  doctors  often — I  think  in- 
creasingly often — do  show  an  arrogance,  at  least  towards 
all  who  can  be  supposed  to  question  their  claim  to  a 
monopoly  of  medical  knowledge  or  skill,  which  d<jes  not 
make  for  popularity.  We  have  recently  had  glaring  proof 
of  this  :  indeed,  we  have  it  every  day.  I  fancy  the  general 
public  more  often  resent  this  attitude  than  doctors  are 
aware  of,  and  are  beginning  to  foresee  the  possibility  of  a 
scientific  despotism  compared  with  which  the  old  theologi- 
cal despotism  was  mild. 

Mr.  Alfred  Wilkinson,  of  Shipley,  arrived  in  India 
by  the  P.  &  O.  s.s.  Pcrscit*  on  January  27  to  join  Messrs. 
Thomson  &  Taylor,  chemists,  Bombay. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Corn  well,  Ph.C,  14  Piccadilly,  Hanley,  has 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  North 
Staffordshire  Traders'  Association. 

Dr.  Shiv  Nath  Kapoor,  of  the  Punjab  Drugs  and 
General  Stores  Co..  Ltd..  Multan  City,  sailed  by  the 
s.s.  Delta  for  London  on  February  11. 
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THE 


SANITAS-BACTOX ' 

(COAL  TAR) 

YAPORISER. 
1/3  EACH. 

For   Whooping    Cough,  Croup, 
Asthma,  &c. 

Meets  the  demand  for  a  thoroughly- 
efficient  Vaporiser,  at  a  reasonable 
price. 

Protected  price,  1/2| 

Prices  to  the  Trade  on  application  to 

THE '  SANITAS '  CO.,  LTD. 

Locksley  Street,  Limehouse,  London,  E. 


jEWSBURY&BROWH's 

J&B 

Mineral  Waters 

MANCHESTER 

By  Appointment  to.  the  King 


EVEN  very  cheap  print- 
ing  can  be  good.  *I  Good 
in  design  and  distinctiveness, 
q  Good  in  colour.  <J  THE 
ARDEN  PRESS,  LETCH- 
WORTH,  specializes  in  pro- 
ducing printing  for  all  pur- 
poses with  just  that  note  of 
character  which  makes  all  the 
difference.  Send  for  samples 
THE  ARDEN  PRESS 
LETGHWORTH 
HERTS 


S.V.ML 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. D '  °WSSSlJ& ffoa* 


G.  S.  MUMFORD  &  S0NS,FTSNERoD' 

ARROW  ROOT 

1/  lb. 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour! 

15/cwt. 

BICARB.  SODA 

Finest  Extra  Special 

15/cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

30/ cwt. 

BORACIC  ACID 
POWDER,  Finest 

40/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  ib. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

31/  cwt. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

/8&  1/ib. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

30/ cwt 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 
No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

35/cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED 

30/ cwt 

25/ cwt. 

EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S, 

Purified.  Clean,  and  Dry 
Ditto.  Medium  Crystals 

FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
PHUR, Finest  English 

Ditto,  Foreign 
FULLER  S  EARTH 

&        (In  Dredgers' 

11/6  cwt. 
12/6  .. 
13/6  cwt 
9/6  „ 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 
Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

22/ cwt. 

32/ cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/ cwt. 

11  /2  &  16 
5/611/22/. 

Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  within  '200  miles  of  London  (or  allowance 
made  for  distances  l.ieyond).    Terms,  less  2t  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 

SARTOLIN 

New  Remedy  for  CONSUMPTION  &  ASTHMA. 

Write  for  Booklet,  sent  Post  Free. 
SARTOLIN,  LTD.,  20  HIGH  H0LB0RN, 

LONDON,  W.C. 


FOR  TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  &  CO.,  Ltd. 
London  and  Sydney. 


Editorial  Articles. 


The  Minor  Curriculum. 


II.  Division  of  the  Minor. 

Another  direction  in  which  the  proposed  Minor  examina- 
tion scheme  fails  in  its  purpose  is  in  dividing  the  examina- 
tion. Division  is  much  required,  because  the  examination 
has  become  so  stiff  that  to  pass  the  whole  of  the  six  sub- 
jects at  one  time  is  too  much  for  the  majority  of  students, 
however  proficient  they  may  be.  We  find  that  chemists 
if  both  the  older  and  younger  generations  do  not  realise 
how  very  much  greater  the  burden  of  the  present  exami- 
lation  is  than  was  the  Minor  examination  recommended  by 
the  1365  Select  Committee  and  adopted  with  the  Pharmacy 
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Act,  1868.  Wo  therefore  show  in  the  following  statement 
the  changes  which  have  been  made  in  the  examination  : 

1868.  — The  Minor  examination  was  in  the  dispensing  and 
translation  of  prescriptions,  pharmacy,  general  chemistry, 
the  chemistry  of  poisons,  posology,  materia  medica,  and 
botany.  It  was  an  oral  examination  ;  candidates  got  a  single 
prescription  to  dispense,  but  no  practical  chemistry.  It  lasted 
for  arf  hour  or  two,  and  it  was  the  custom  for  the  examiners 
.to  allow  candidates  to  pass  in  those  subjects  in  which  they 
showed  proficiency  and  to  return  for  re-examination  in  their 
weak  subjects.    No  age-limit  was  fixed. 

1869.  — The  syllabus  of  the  examination  was  elaborated  and 
*he  metric  system  was  introduced. 

1874. — The, age  minimum  of  twenty-one  years  was  fixed  for 
■candidates,  and  in  1877  they  had  to  produce  evidence  of  having 
been  practically  engaged  in  the  translation  and  dispensing  of 
prescriptions  for  three  years.  The  pharmacy  schedule  was 
•discontinued  in  the  Major  examination  and  transferred  to 
the  Minor,  which  now  included  a  practical  knowledge  of  pro- 
cesses. Practical  testing  was  added  to  chemistry,  also  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  chemical  philosophy,  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  means  of  determining  specific  gravities, 
-and  the  examination  became  more  scientific  generally. 

1891. — The  examination  schedule  was  very  much  extended, 
■a  number  of  new  branches  of  knowledge  being  added,  such  as 
practical  operations  in  pharmacy,  the  use  of  the  microscope 
-ixi  botany,  elementary  knowledge  of  carbon  compounds, 
organic  analysis,  volumetric  determinations,  detection  of 
alkaloids,  and,  generally,  the  chemistry  of  the  examination 
'  -was  made  much  more  searching.  One  day  was  now  devoted 
-to  practical  work — namely,  three  hours  in  dispensing  and 
three  hours  in  practical  chemistry.  After  a  longer  or  shorter 
interval  of  days  those  who  passed  in  practical  work  were 
•called  up  for  an  oral  examination  in  all  the  subjects. 

1893. — A  knowledge  of  the  statutory  conditions  for  the  sale 
of  poisons  was  added,  and  the  examination  fee  was  increased 
from  three  guineas  to  five  guineas.  Teaching  examiners  for 
botany  and  chemistry  were  introduced  about  this  time. 

1899. — The  regulations  were  again  altered,  classification  and 
■  physiology  being  included  in  botany,  the  range  of  chemical 
analysis  was  extended,  the  list  of  unofficial  drugs  was  enlarged, 
and  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  morphological  characters  of 
drugs  was  specified.  By  this  time  the  examination-fee  had 
been  increased  to  ten  guineas. 

No  sane  person  can  say  that  it  is  reasonable  to  continue 
such  an  enlarged  examination  without  division.  For  years 
before  1898  we  had  protested  that  the  examination  had  be- 
come too  great  a  burden  f  or  passing  at  one  time.  This  view 
■was  supported  by  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  in  his  inau- 
■gural  address  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy  (C.  <b  D.,  October 
:3,  1898,  p.  588),  when  he  said  that  over-pressure  may  pos- 
sibly arise  in  connection  with  the  Minor.  "  This  exami- 
nation," he  added,  "  has  steadily  increased  in  stringency. 
It  involves  a  pretty  stiff  effort  f  or  those  who  present  them- 
selves for  examination,  and  there  is,  perhaps,  some  little 
•danger  that  it  may  some  time  become  onerous  and  search- 
ing to  a  degree  that  would  impair  its  utility."  He  sug- 
gested that  the  examination  might  be  made  safe  and  salu- 
tary by  being  divided  in  two  parts.  A  year  later  the  late 
Professor  D.  J.  Leach,  of  Manchester,  said  in  the  same 
place  :  "  The  rejections  at  the  Minor  are  extremely  high,  and 
though  defective  methods  of  education  may  be  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  cause  of  this,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  to  some  extent  the  necessary  result  of  combining 
so  many  subjects  in  one  examination."  It  might  be  well 
sit  this  stage  to  show  how  the  changes  in  the  examination 
have  affected  the  results.  The  table  in  the  next  column 
does  this.  It  combines  the  number  of  candidates  examined 
in  London   and   Edinburgh   yearly  since  1869,  and  the 

rush "  years  before  the  changes  came  into  operation 
•are  shown  in  dark  type. 

It  is  apparent  that  there  has  been  an  increased  percentage 
of  failures  since  1891,  when  the  examination  was  revolution- 
ised in  character  and  scope.  Not  only  have  the  whole  of 
"■the  six  subjects  become  a  much  greater  burden  to  the  can- 
didates, but  a  new  method  of  marking  has  been  introduced 
which  is  less  favourable  to.  candidates  than  the  old  system, 


so  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  greater  percentage 
of  failures  during  the  past  dozen  years  at  least  is  due 
to  this  change  alone.  Now  examiners  are  apt  to  regard  a 
40  per  cent,  pass  as  high.  The  main  point  of  the 
present  criticism  is,  however,  that  no  advantage 
will  be  gained  by  the  method  of  division  in  the 
proposed  scheme.  This  simply  relieves  candidates 
at  an  early  stage  of  their  career  of  elementary  chemis- 
try and  botany,  and  they  will  still  have  to  get  through  in 
the  Final  examination  the  whole  of  the  present  subjects  in 
the  guise  of  four.    When  this  matter  was  discussed  by  the 


1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

1874 
1876 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
18f  5 
188b 
i;*7 
1888 
181-9 
1890 

1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 

1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
19C3 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 


Examined. 


Passed. 


Failed. 


316 
371 
f07 
820 
1,160 
285 
468 
536 
639 
656 
653 
650 
650 
766 
880 
955 
1,070 
1,082 
1,091 
1,013 
1,157 
1,516 
871 
1,189 
1,410 
1,304 
1,449 
1.441 
1,679 
1,816 
1,889 
1,479 
1,549 
1.676 
1,150 
1,298 
1.164 
1,116 
1,380 
1,059 
1,027 


226 
234 
287 
456 
378 

141 

232 
299 
324 
340 
311 
325 
286 
294 
326 
351 
398 
506 
510 
439 
524 

681 
358 
469 
524 
447 
503 
460 
535 

552 
548 
497 
468 
524 
574 
463 
400 
411 
354 
396 
407 


90 
137 
220 
^61 

782 
144 
236 
237 
315 
316 
342 
325 
394 
472 
554 
604 
672 
576 
581 
574 
633 

835 
513 
720 
8t6 
857 
946 
981 

1.144 
1,264 

1,341 
982 

1,081 

1,152 
936 
830 
764 
705 

1,026 
663 
620 


Failures  per 
cent. 


28 
37 
43 
44 
70 
50 
50 
,  44 
49 
48 
51 

■  KJ 
f« 
6i 
6? 
63 
63 
S3 
53 
5S 
54 
54 
47 
60 
62 
65 
65 
63 
69 

69 
71 
66 
69 
68 
61 
6* 

■  65 
65 
74 
62 


Council  during  the  presidency  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Martindale,  there  was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that 
division  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  Dr.  Symes  and  others 
recalled  the  fact  that  the  way  to  deal  with  the  difficulty 
was  the  old  way  of  referring  candidates  back  in  the  subjects 
in  which  they  were  weak.  As  long  ago  as  October  1897 
we  suggested  relief  for  the  candidates  by  establishing  an 
intermediate  examination  in  elementary  botany  and 
chemistry,  pharmacy,  and  pharmaceutical  Latin,  to  be  con- 
ducted in  writing  and  to  which  candidates  would  be  eli- 
gible on  and  after  the  eighteenth  year.  We  added  that  "  if 
the  Government  certificates  in  elementary  chemistry  and 
botany  were  accepted  for  the  Intermediate  examination 
pro  tanto  a  decided  stimulus  would  be  given  to  pre-Minor 
studies."  This  suggestion  still  holds  good,  and  it  is  better 
than  the  Council  Committee's  proposal,  for  it  takes  out  of 
the  Final  a  larger  share  of  the  subjects  and  thus  gives 
candidates  a  better  chance  to  go  on  with  the  more  onerous 
subjects,  such  as  chemical  analysis,  practical  dispensing 
and  pharmacy,  and  the  histology  of  drugs,  with  the  book 
learning  allied  to  these,  besides  the  legal  knowledge  which 
candidates  require.  Unfortunately,  when  the  Society  asked 
for  power  to  divide  the  examination,  it  got  it,  but  only  to 
the  extent  of  dividing  it  into  two  parts.  This,  however, 
does  not  prevent  the  Council  authorising  examiners  to 
refer  candidates  back  in  any  subject.  We  would  sug- 
gest that  instead  of  dividing  the  examination  into  an  early 
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Intermediate  and  a  late  Final,  it  should  be  divided  into  (1) 
Theoretical  and  (2)  Practical,  the  former  to  be  entered  for 
at  any  time  after  the  candidate  is  eighteen  years  of  age 
and  to  be  arranged  like  the  third  examination  for  medical 
degrees  (i.e.  certain  subjeots  must  be  passed  together  and 
all  need  not  be  passed  at  one  time),  while  the  Practical  ex- 
amination could  only  be  taken  when  the  candidate  has 
proved  his  efficiency  in  the  Theoretical  subjects,  and  no  one 
would  receive  a  certificate  of  registration  until  he  attains 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  We  may  add  that  it  has  been  semi- 
officially intimated  that  the  Intermediate  examination  ar- 
rangement proposed  must  be  reconsidered,  and  we  offer 
the  above  suggestion  as  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  as  prac- 
ticable without  as  with  a  curriculum. 


The  Advance  in  Quicksilver. 

One  of  the  most  predominant  features  of  the  markets 
during  the  past  few  weeks  has  been  the  unusually  sharp 
advance  in  the  price  of  quicksilver,  and  the  position  is 
such  that  calls  for  comment  apart  from  our  Trade  Report. 
It  may  be  recollected  that  for  some  considerable  tim« 
previous  to  February  2  the  price  in  first  hand  remained 
pegged  at  8/.  per  bottle,  but  on  that  date  it  was  suddenly 
raised  by  10s.  to  8/.  10s.  After  another  advance  of  10s. 
February  16.  which  was  exclusively  announced  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  last  week,  the  price  was  again  raised 
on  Tuesday  by  5-?..  making  the  figure  9/.  5s.  per  bottle,  or 
within  10s.  per  bottle  of  the  extreme  highest  price 
recorded  last  year.  This  sharp  upward  movement  in  so 
short  a  period  has  obviously  aroused  a  great  deal  of 
curiosity.  The  position,  however,  is  rather  obscure.  All 
kinds  of  rumours  have  been  circulated  to  account  for 
this  development,  while  there  are  people  contending  that 
the  rise  has  been  engineered  by  the  same  parties  who  were 
chiefly  responsible  for  last  year's  spurt  to  9/.  15s.  per 
bottle.  However  this  may  be.  there  is  no  mistaking  the 
fact  that  a  marked  scarcity — if  only  temporary — has 
asserted  itself.  Evidence  to  that  effect  can  already  be 
gathered  from  the  remarkable  change  shown  by  the 
statistics  for  January  when  the  quantity  imported  was 
only  54.197  lb.,  whereas  the  exports  were  unusually 
heavy  at  350.525  lb.  No  Spanish  quicksilver  was  received 
in  January,  the  small  quantity  imported  apparently  repre- 
senting French  and  Italian  material.  It  is  well  to  bear 
in  mind,  however,  that  the  exports  from  Spain  are  occa- 
sionally very  irregular  and  crowded  into  a  short  period. 
At  any  rate,  these  figures  sufficiently  emphasise  the  exist- 
ence of  a  shortage  from  which  no  relief  may  be  experi- 
enced yet  a.  while.  With  prices  moving  up  as  they  did, 
the  general  demand  was  stimulated  during  the  month, 
and  offers  of  second-hand  parcels  have  been  quickly 
absorbed  or  else  disappeared,  although  such  were  avail- 
able at  about  7s.  6i/.  discount  per  bottle  on  the  first-hand 
price  prior  to  the  rise.  Dealers  or  merchants  profess  to 
have  nothing  or  very  little  to  offer,  while  it  is  even 
reported  that  the  prominent  firm  which  controls  the 
marketing  of  the  Spanish  product  is  practically  out  of 
t  lie.  market.  It  is  understood  that  about  3,000  bottles  of 
Mexican  quicksilver  were  shipped  to  China  some  time 
ago  for  the  making  of  vermilion,  but  that  material  being 
found  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  (for  which  Spanish  is 
required),  it  may  possibly  be  shipped  back,  if  this  has 
not.  been  done  already.  As  a  result  of  the  series  of 
advances  in  the  metal,  the  makers  of  mercurials  have 


announced  four  successive  advances  amounting  to  4^d.  in 
all,  during  the  past  fortnight. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written  the  leading  importers 
again  advanced  their  prices  to  9?.  7s.  6d.  per  bottle  on 
Wednesday,  and  further  7s.  6d.  to-day  (Thursday).  It  is 
understood  that  the  market  position  has  been  materially 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  a  "  bear  "  seller  on  the  Con- 
tinent is  now  covering  his  engagements,  and  his  necessities 
are  being  taken  advantage  of  to  advance  prices. 


Poisonings  in  1909. 

The  seventy-second  annual  report  of  the  Registrar-General 
of  Births.  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  in  England  and  Wales 
during  1909  is-  issued  two  months  later  than  the  1908. 
perhaps  owing  to  the  Registrar-General's  report  and  the 
letter  of  the  Superintendent  of  Statistics  being  now  com- 
bined into  a  single  document.  The  birth  and  death  rates  for 
1909  (25. G  and  14.7  per  1.000  respectively)  are  the  lowest 
on  record,  but  the  provisional  rates  for  1910  are  still 
lower.  The.  deaths  reviewed  numbered  518.003.  and  of 
these  15.260  were  due  to  violence.  The  latter  figure 
includes  the  deaths  by  poisoning,  and  in  the  following  table 
those  for  1909  are  given  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
four  years  : 

Deaths  due-  to  Poisons  or  Poisonoui  Vapours. 

1905       1906       1907       1908  1909 

Total    1.220     1,114      1.140     1,275  1,241 

Misadventure  ...  510  539  545  550  557 
Suicides   710        575        595        725  684 

Among  the  166  deaths  from  murder  are  included  10  by 
poisoning  (carbolic  acid  2,  coal-gas  4,  hydrochloric  acid  1, 
opium  2,  and  kind  not  stated  1).  There  were  also  eleven 
fatalities  from  manslaughter  by  abortifacient  drugs.  The 
new  Poisons  Schedule  came  into  force  in  1909.  and  in  the 
following  analysis  mineral  acids  (113  deaths)  now  required 
to  be  labelled  "  Pokonous  "  are  included  among  the  un- 
scheduled substances  to  make  the  figures  (strictly  com- 
parable : 

Scheduled  poisons 
Unsbeduled  sub- 
stances 
Poisonous  vapours 
By  anaesthesia  ... 
Kind  not  stated  ... 

Coal-gas  accounted  for  195  deaths,  of  which  130  were 
suicidal,  being  an  increase  of  20  over  1908.  Apparently 
this  mode  of  ending  life  is  replacing  that  of  taking 
pokonous  substances  which  are  more  troublesome  to  obtain. 
The  restraining  effect  which  chemists  exercise  on  poisons 
which  they  wholly  control  is  seen  in  the  figures  for  opium, 
etc..  in  the  appended  table.  In  regard  to  carbolic  acid 
it  would  seem  that  the  big  decrease  which  f  ollowed  its  being 
ccheduled  is  being  neutralised  by  the  indiscriminate  supply 
of  disinfectant  by  local  authorities. 

Accidents  : 

( !arbqlic  acid 

Hydrochloric  aci 

Oxalic  acid 

( Ipium,  etc. 

Cyanides  ... 
Suicides  : 

Carbolic  acid 

Hydrochloric  aci 

Oxalic  acid 

Opium  etc. 

Cyanides  ... 

Oxalic,  acid,  which  includes  salt  of  lemon,  shows  a 
considerable  drop,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  it,  due  to  the 
new  labelling  regulations,  for  hydrochloric  acid  shows  an 
increase.    Cyanides  are  used  industrially  and  in  photo- 


1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

6^4 

531 

482 

530 

505 

210 

206 

219 

?14 

215 

120 

122 

149 

211 

236 

155 

183 

186 

209 

201 

97 

59 

74 

85 

82 

1901 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

33 

10 

13 

24 

18 

12 

17 

17 

13 

14 

7 

5 

8 

8 

9 

61 

73 

70 

47 

50 

4 

0 

7 

7 

9 

142 

1?0 

93 

98 

103 

50 

86 

83 

76 

85 

72 

90 

81 

128 

98 

118 

149 

130 

60 

40 

39 

43 

63 

64 

11 
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Acetic  acid   

Acetyl-salicylic  acid  tablets  ... 
Aconite 

Alcohol   

Ammonia  ... 
Amesthetic — 

A.C.E.  mixture   

Cocaine  

Chloroform   

Chloroform  and  ether 

Ether   

Ethyl  chloride  

Ethyl  chloride  and  ether  ... 

Nitrous  oxide  

Stovaiue 

Kind  not  stated   

Aniline   

Arsenic   

Belladonna   

Belladonna  and  aconite 

Canrphor  

Camphorated  oil   

Carbolic  acid   

Carbon  tetrachloride   

Carbosil  

Caustic  lootash  

Caustic  soda 

Chloral    ... 

Chloral  and  opium   

Chlorodyne   

Chloroform  (not  for  operation) 
Chloroform  and  morphine 
Chromic  acid 

Coal-tar   

Cocaine   

Copper  sulphate  

Cresolene  ...   

Cresylic  acid   

Diachylon 

Digitalis  

Disinfectant   

Ergot   

Fungus   

Headache  powder   

Hydrochloric  acid   

Insecticide   

Iodine 

Iron  pills  

izai   \"  ;;; 

Kino   

Lead    \"  '" 

Liniment  ...   

Lysoform  

Lysol   

Medicine,  overdose 

Mercury  

Mercury  bichloride 
Mercury  biniodide 
Mercury  oxyeyanide     ...  ... 

Methylated  spirit   

Methyl  salicylate   

Mushrooms 
Naphtha  

Narcotic  (kind  not  stated) 

Nicotine  

Nitre    [\ 

Nitric  acid 

Oil  of  tar   [[[  "' 

Opium,  laudanum,  and  morphine 

Oxalic  acid   

Paraffin   \ 

[Paraldehyde   

jPhosphorus   

[Phosphorus  matches    ..."  "[ 
Pierotoxin  and  morphine 
Poisonous  berries        ...  .,' 

[Potassium  bichromate  ...  ... 

[Potassium  bromide 
Potassium  cyanide  ... 
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graphy,  and  the  gradual  increase  in  deaths  due  to  these 
lethal  agents  would  indicate  greater  facilities  for  obtaining 
them.  The  effect  of  having  such  deadly  poison  in  the 
house  is  seen  in  the  increasing  number  of  accidental  deaths 
from  cyanide-poisoning.  Among  fatalities  due  to  synthetic 
hypnotics  veronal  shows  a  notable  increase.  The  fore- 
going table  brings  together  the  poisoning  statistics  of  the 
reports  for  1908  and  1909. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mb.  E.  E.  Eussell,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  business  of  Messrs.  E.  &  E.  H.  Housden,  Letchworth. 

Mr.  W.  Bennett,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Newton 
Abbott,  has  recently  purchased  the  business  at  62  High 
Street,  Weston-super-Mare. 

Mr.  William  Lister,  for  many  year,;,  manager  for  the 
Peralia  Co.,  of  North  Shields,  has  taken  over  the  business 
of  the  Wa  Keeney  Co.,  drug-packers,  Jarrow. 

Mrs.  Young,  widow  of  Mr.  James  Young,  chemist, 
announces  that  she  will  continue  the  business  at  18  Fleet 
Street,  Torquay,  under  qualified  management. 

Mr.  William  W.  Burr,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  South- 
borough,  Tunbridge  Wells,  has  acquired  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Smith  &  Co.,  the  High  Street.  Pharmacy,  Byde, 
Isle  of  Wight. 

Messrs.  Wathes  &  Jackson,  chemists  and  mineral- 
water  manufacturers,  Nottingham  and  Sandiacre,  have  dis- 
solved partnership.  Mr.  Herbert  Jackson  will  carry  on 
the  Sandiacre  business  only. 

The  business  of  Banks  &  Son,  chemists,  6  Eversfield 
Place,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  having  been  closed,  the  pre- 
scription books  have  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  F.  Rossiter, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  9  Grand  Parade,  St.  Leonards. 

Mr.  H.  Leggatt,  chemist,  Charles  Street,  Hull,  has 
taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  Thomas  Kenny,  at  236 
Beverley  Boad,  Hull,  with  the  proprietary  rights  of 
Kenny's  Mothers'  Friend  Pectoral  Cough  Balsam,  Indian 
Cerate,  etc. 


Epinine  is  the  name  of  a  synthetic  compound  having  the 
physiological  properties  of  the  active  principles  of  the 
suprarenal  gland  which  is  now  being  issued  for  medical 
use  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill 
Buildings,  London,  E.C.  Epinine  is  a  colourless  crystal- 
line substance  which  melts  at  188°-190u  C.  and  forms  crys- 
talline salts  with  acids.  It  is  sent  out  in  the  form  of  a 
1-per-cent  solution  in  bottles  of  10  c.c.  and  25  c.c.  and  as 
vaporole  epinine.  With  the  former  sodium-chloride  soloids 
are  also  enclosed,  from  which  can  be  made  the  normal 
.saline  solution  used  for  diluting  purposes,  epinine  being 
employed  in  various  strengths,  according  to  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  to  be  put.  The  vaporoles  contain  1  c.c.  of  the 
1-per-cent.  sterile  solution  of  epinine,  and  are  supplied  in 
boxes  of  ten.  Those  who  have  followed  the  work  of  the 
Wellcome  Research  Institute  will  be  interested  in  observing 
the  fruition  of  a  long  course  of  chemical  research.  It 
should  be  noted  that  epinine  differs  in  chemical  structure 
from  the  suprarenal  active  principle  only  in  being  devoid  of 
the  alcoholic  hydroxyl  group  of  the  latter. 
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The  Week  in  Parliament. 

1!at  Poisons. 

[n  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  Captain  Knight 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  any  measures  have  been  taken  by  has  Departmen 
to  ensure  that  the  various  forms  of  virus  soh  to the 
destruction  of  rats  and  other  vermin  are  harmless  to 
human  beings.  Mr.  Barns  replied  that  in  April  1909  he 
ad  rased  a  letter  to  the  manufacturers  of  these  prepara- 
SS^uggeBting  the  adoption  of  certain  precautions  to 
prevent  harm  arising  to  human  beings,  but  he  was  not 
-ware "of  any  recent  case  of  illness  attributed  to  one  oi 
these  preparations. 

The  Shops  Bill  and  Scotland. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  February  21,  the 
Lord  Advocate  informed  Mr.  Eugene  Wason  M  P,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Scottish  Liberal  members,  that.it  is  the 
mtention  of  the  Government  to  make  special  provision  to 
meeUhe  caseof  Scotland  m  the  Shops  B  11  and  at  the  same 
E  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  on  the  lines  of  the  Burgh 
Police.  (Scotland)  Amendment  Bill  of  last  Session. 

London  County  Council  Proposals. 

The  General  Powers  Bill,  winch  was  blocked  by  Mr. 
Glyn  Jonts  Lst  week,  proposes,  inter  alia,  the  following 
regulations  : 

I  amns  ox  lights  (such  as  thoso  over  shops)  to  be  at  least 
71  ft  above  and  not  more  than  5  ft.  across  the  public  way, 
otherwtv^  tL  authority  of  the  Council  will  be  necessary  u. 
t  usl,  as  also  if  the  lamp  or  light  weigh,  more  than  84  lb. 

^rs^rderdeyts. Vnd  trtl  kindred  advertisement 
a.S^.s-ds..  to  be  subject  t^on  t^-*** 
C-STeV^  vyty^'afertlfn  extent. 

Crane  pull-ys,  loading-flaps,  awnings  or  blinds,  and  light 

rhieflv  as  regards  licences  for  their  use.  . 

The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  opposing  the  Bill, 
as  also  arc  many  private  traders. 

Electric  Sparklers. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday  February  23, 
Mr  \V  S  Glvn-Jones,  M.P.,  asked  the  Home  Secretary 
whether  instructions  had  been  given  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police  under  Section  30  of  the  Explosives  Act,  1875  with 
regard  to  the  hawking  and  exposure  of  an  explosive  known 
Z  ••  Electric  Sparklers"  in  the  public  streets.,  and  it  not, 
whether  such  instructions  will  be  given. 

Mr  Churchill  renlied  that  no  instructions  of  the  kind 
had  been  issued,   but  that  the  matter  is  engaging  his 

interviewed  in  regard  to  his  question  the  hon.  member 
said  that  shopkeepers  are  required  to  have  a  licence  tor 
the  sale  of  "  Snarklers,"  and  his  object  was  to  ensure  that 
the  law  is  equitably  administered  The  hon  member 
is  looking  closely  after  those  matters  which  affect  the 
Interests  of  retail  shonkeeoers,  which  have  hitherto  been 
son  what  neglected  in  the  House  of  Common*  Next 
Monday  he  is  to  ask  the  President  of  the .Board  .of  Trade 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Acts  do  not  enable  inspectors  appointed  by 
Seal  authorities  to  protect  the  public  against  short  weight 
and  measure  in  articles  of  food,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
will  give  early  and  favourable  consideration  m  the 
interests  of  the'poorer  classes  to  the  question  of  remedying 
this  defect  by  legislation,  as  was  recommended  by  the 
Standards  Commission  in  1870  and  repeatedly  advocated 
by  local  authorities  and  other  bodies. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
The  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Hobhouse,  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with  the  object  of  amending 
Section  16  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887,  provides 
as  follows  : 

T  (1)  Where  any  goods  which,  if  sold,  would  be  liable  to  for- 
feiture under  the' Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887,  are  imported 


into  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  goods  bear  any  name  or 
trade  mark  being  or  purporting  to  be  the  name  or  trade  mark 
of  any  manufacturer,  dealer  or  trader  in  the  United  Kingdom,, 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  are  upon  re- 
presentations made  to  them  satisfied  that  the  use  of  the  name 
or  trade  mark  is  fraudulent,  the  proper  officer  of  Customs  and? 
Excise  may  require  the  importer  of  the  goods,  or  his  agent,  to 
produce  any  documents  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  goods,, 
and  to  furnish  information  as  to  the  name  and  address  of  the 
person  by  whom  the  goods  were  consigned  to  the  United  King- 
dom and  the  name  and  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
goods  were  °ent  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  if  the  importer 
or  his  agent  fails  within  fourteen  days  to  comply  with  any 
such  requirement  he  shall  for  each  offence  forfeit,  tho  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds.  (2)  Any  information  obtained  from' 
the  importer  of  the  goods  ot  his  agent  under  this  section,  or 
from  any  other  source,  may  be  communicated  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  any  person  whose  name  or  trade  mark  is  alleged' 
to  have  been  used  or  infringed.  (3)  This  section  shall  have 
effect  as  if  it  were  part  of  section  16  of  the  Merchandise  Marks- 
Act,  1887. 

The  Home  Secretary  and  the  Shops  Bill. 
In  the  course  of  the  interview  which  the  Parliamentary- 
Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  had  with  the 
Home  Secretary  last  week  Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon,  ex-M.P., 
introduced  the  question  of  the  Government  Shops  Bill  and 
stated  that  the  Bill  had  exercised  the  minds  of  a  great 
number  of  people,  and  the  newspapers  had  created  un- 
certainty and  alarm  among  shop  people  generally.    He  was 
anxious  to  know  whether  the  Bill  would  conform  to  what 
they  considered  were  the  reasonable  demands  of  the  shop- 
assistants.    They  asked  that  the  word  "  inclusive  "  should' 
be  substituted  for  the  word  "  exclusive"  so  far  as  the  sixty 
hours  week  was  concerned.    It  had  been  demonstrated  that 
the  inconvenience  of  the  general  public  would  be  no  greater 
if  the  sixty-hours  week  were  made  inclusive  instead  of  ex- 
clusive of  meal-times.    Again  he  maintained  that  the  public 
inconvenience  would  be  no  greater  if  there  were  a  two- 
o'clock  closing  instead  of  one  o'clock  on  Thursday.  He 
pointed  out  that  some  of  the  railway  companies  withdrew 
their  half-holiday  cheap  tickets  at  two  o'clock,  and  that 
the  assistants  would  therefore,  be.  debarred  from  availing- 
themselves  of  the  cheap  facilities  offered  when  travelling 
to  see  their  friends.    He  asked  also  that  the  schedule  for 
meal-times  should  be  extended,  a  proposal  which  would  be 
welcomed  by  vast  thousands  of  shop-assistants  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  The  Home  Secretary,  in  reply,  paid  a  warm 
tribute  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Seddon  in  regard  to  this  particu- 
lar question,  and  alluded  to  the  misfortune  that  he  should 
be,  out  of  Parliament  at  such  a  time.    He  went  on  to  say- 
that  the  Bill  was  of  course  a  complex  question,  and  he  was 
most  anxious  therefore  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  causes  of 
opposition.    The  sixty-hours  week  was  the  main  point  for 
which  the  Government  were  fighting.  He  had  always  stated' 
that  the  Government  would  adhere  to  that,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  had  also  stated  that  this  would  be  exclusive  of 
meal-times.    He  agreed  that  the  point  was  one  for  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Commons  in  Committee,  but  he- 
was  inclined  to  think  that  the  schedule  of  meal-times  which 
was  included  in  the  Bill  already  laid  before  Parliament 
required  some  revision  in  the  direction  of  securing  a  period 
of  not  less  than  forty-five  minutes  for  the  principal  meal 
of  the  day  when  that  fell  in  some  substantial  spell  of  work. 
Then  there  was  the  great  point  of  the  rights  of  every  shop- 
assistant  by  law  to  one  half -holiday  in  the  course  of  the 
week.    There  were  also  provisions  which  they  had  devised 
as  the  result  of  the  many  deputations  he  received  last 
autumn  to  facilitate  and  stimulate  the  whole  process  of 
voluntary  early  closing  by  means  of  special  commissioners,, 
who  would  go  about  the  country  and  rally  all  the  early- 
closing  forces  in  the  cities  and  centres  and  would  endeavour 
to  secure  to  the  shoukeeping  class  by  a  more  efficient  volun- 
tary pry-ess  some  of  the  benefits  which  comoulsory  closing- 
would  secure  to  the  shop-assistant.    He  had  been  pressing 
with  much  importunity  the  Chief  Ministerial  Whip  to- 
secure  as  early  an  opportunity  as  possible  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  in  Grand  Committee.  

"  Su.t  in  R .\tnt- water.- -Mr.  John  Foggie,  F.CJ3.,  lecturing 
in  Dundee  Technical  Institute  on  Saturday.  Bebruary  18. 
said  that  he  finds  salt  in  rain-water  when  a  storm  is  ragin| 
on  the  east  coast  with  an  east  wind.  Samples  treated  with, 
silver  nitrate  give  the  whits  precipitate  indicative  of  chlorides.- 
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WINTER  SESSION, 


Brief  Records. 

Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association 

ary  22  a  lantern-lecture  on 
was  given  by  Mr. 
(Mr.  F.  Ros 


•f  L 

met  in  the  library  on  February  15,  when  M 
a  paper  on  "  Cinchona  Barks  and  Opium 


On  Febru- 
01<1  Churches  and  Old  Customs  " 
Harry  Gill,  M.S. A.    The  Vice-President 
Sergeant)  Was  in  the  chair.    A  vote  of  thanks 
was  proposed  to  the  lecturer  by  Mr.   A.  Middleton  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Burnage. 
Plymouth,  Bevonport  and  Stonehouse  Association 
f  Pharmacists.—  The  members  of  the  "Junior  Section" 

A.  C.  Faull  gave 
Having  shown 

samples  of  the  various  kinds,  mentioning  the  methods  of  col- 
lection and  source  of  supply,  he  explained  the  extraction  and 
estimation  of  the  alkaloids. 
Bournemouth     Pharmaceutical     Association.  —  The 

monthly  meeting  was  held  at  Gervis  Hall  on  February  17, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Hornby  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
present  Messrs.  Hardwick,  Bilson,  Williams,  Rose,  Buchan, 
Curtis,  Harris,  Botham,  Akhurst,  Lodder,  Haynes,  A. 
Worth,  Hughes,  and  Bingham  (Hon.  Secretary).  A  paper  on 
"The  Pyonex  Treatment,"  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Midelton,  was 
read  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Hayward. 

Bradford  Chemists*  Association.—  A  large  number  of 
the  members  assembled  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  February  21 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  a  lecture  upon  "  The  Hoar-apple 
Tree"  which  was  given,  by  a  well-known  botanist,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Renney.  The  history  of  the  apple,  its  associated  supersti- 
tions and  uses,  the  manufacture  of  cider,  and  a  host  of  other 
phases  of  this  interesting  subject  were  dealt  with  in  an  enter- 
taining fashion.  The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  given,  to 
the  lecturer  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley,  seconded 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  T.  Silson). 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists —  At  a  meeting 
held  on  February  17  a  series  of  resolutions  was  passed  re- 
garding the  draft  curriculum  scheme.  These  embodied  the 
opinion  that  apprenticeship,  should  be  for  three  years  with 
a  pharmacist,  that  the  Qualifying  examination  should  be 
divided  only  if  a  curriculum  is  established,  that  no  curriculum 
is  required  for  the  Intermediate,  but  that  a  declaration  of 
the  manner  of  study  should  be  given.  An  interval  of  a  year 
was  suggested  between  the  two  examinations,  and  among 
the  subjects  for  the  Final  should  be  urine  analysis. 

North  Kent  Pharmacists'  Association.—  A  meeting 
was  held  at  Mr.  Gillitt's  Medical  Hall  Rooms,  Gravesend, 
on  February  22,  Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  J. P.,  n  the  chair. 
The  business  of  the  meeting  was  a  discussion  on  the  proposed 
curriculum  which  the  President  introduced.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Ostle  (Swanscombe)  felt  that  a  curriculum  would  be  an  advan- 
tage, provided  no  increase  of  expenses  would  be  entailed  for 
qualification.  Mr.  Ryder  (Rochester)  was  of  opinion  that 
■students  attending  local  science  schools  and  obtaining  certifi- 
cates of  proficiency  should  have  these  accepted  for  the  Inter- 
mediate examination.  As  a  result  of  the  discussion  a  resolu- 
tion was  carried  that  the  present  is  not  opportune  for  introduc- 
ing a  compulsory  curriculum,  unless,  concurrently  with  it, 
gome  compensating  advantage  is  assured  by  the  Legislature. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association.—  At  the  meeting  of  this 
Association,  held  on  February  15,  Mr.  J.  H.  Beacock  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  N.  N.   Armitage  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Indiffei 
ence  ot  the  Pharmacist."    He  first  referred  to  the  criticisms  of 
the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  some  re 
marks  he  (the  speaker)  had  made.  It  seems  strange,  ho  said, 
that  one  must  only  speak  in  praise  of  the  Society.    He  next 
dealt  with  the  apathy  displayed  by  chemists,  and  declarer 
that  there  is  no  body  in  the  universe  which  stands  so  much 
trampling  on  with  so  little  grumbling  as  pharmacists.  There 
are  reasons  for  this  indifference,  but  this  should  not  cause  a 
slackening  of  the  lesral  obligations  of  chemists.  Improve 
ment  is  possible  in  the  way  the  shop-window  is  used;  it  is  a 
valuable  asset  not  alwavs  "appreciated  at  its  worth, 
of  thanks  was  given  to  the  lecturer  at  the  close. 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association.—  The  eleventh 
annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel  on 
February  15,  Mr.  W.  R.  Dunn  in  the  chair.    Messrs.  Forster 
W.  Hunt,  Stanway,  Phillips,  M.  R.  Warner,  C.  Warner,  Gib 
son.  Fellows,  Willcock,  and  Coleman  were  also  present.  The 
annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts  were  presented  and 
"  passed.    Mr.  W.  R.  Dunn  was  re-elected  President,  Mr.  H 
Fellows   Vice-President,  Councillor  H.  Coleman  Secretary 
Mr.  S.  Phillips  Treasurer,  and  Messrs.  Forster,  Gibson,  Stan 
way,  M.  R.  Warner,  and  Councillor  Willcock  were  elected  to 
the  Committee.     Two  guineas  was  voted  to  the  Pharma 
ceutical  Benevolent  Fund.    The  discussion  on  the  propose 
division  of  the  Minor  examination  and  curriculum  was  ad 
journed  to  March  8. 


Peterborough    Association    of    Pharmacists.- A*:  a 

meeting  held  on  February  16,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
J  W.  Hall,  the  officers  for  1911  were  appointed  as  follows: 
President,  Mr."  J.  W.  Bodger  (Peterborough)  ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Messrs.  T.  M.  Baxter  (Bourne),  S.  J.  Hurst  (Boston), 
and  J.  E.  Saunders  (Peterborough)  ;  Council,  Messrs.  Bayley, 
Bell,  Bullivant,  Girling,  Hall,  Prior,  J.  G.  Sturton,  F.  A. 
Sturton,  and  F.  W.  Whit  well ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Calcutt;  Hon.  Solicitor,  Mr.  W.  H.  Sturton;  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  H.  E.  Noble  ;  Hon.  Auditor,  Mr.  H.  S.  A.  Long. 


A  vot 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  —  There  was  an 
attendance  above  the  average  at  the  meeting  held  at  73  New- 
man Street,  London,  W.,  on  February  16,  when  the  President 
(Mr.  M.  Grange)  presided  over  a  company  of  about  thirtv 
members.  Dr.  N.  Walmsley  provided  a  non-technical  lecture 
on  Venereal  Diseases.  The  lecturer  dealt  with  the  practical 
points  in  the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  and  emphasised  the 
necessity  of  microscopical  diagnosis.  He  also  showed  a  new 
syringe  with  a  thin  nozzle,  and  a  new  form  of  gonorrhcea-bag 
in  soft  material,  both  made  for  him  by  Messrs.  R.  J.  Reuter. 
The  mode  of  using  urethoscopes,  etc.,  was  explained.  After 
various  questions  had  been  answered,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  Dr.  Walmsley  terminated  the  proceedings. 

Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association.— A  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Cafe  Monico  on  February  14,  when  Mr.  James 
Grier,  M.Sc.  (Manchester),  read  an  interesting  and  instructive 
paper  on  "  Modern  Synthetic  Remedies."  Mr.  Grier  showed, 
by  means  of  graphic  formulae,  the  relationship  existing  be- 
tween many  of  the  modern  remedies,  and  how,  in  many  cases, 
an  analogous  series  as  regards  chemical  composition  exhibits  a 
corresponding  analogy  as  regards  therapeutic  properties.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  lecturer.  Among- 
other  business  was  a.  notice  of  motion  by  Mr.  F.  Davies  that 
at  the  annual  meeting  oh  March  21  he  will  move  "  that 
Rule  No.  12  be  altered  so  that  officers  of  the  Association  may 
e  elected  from  the  general  body  of  the  members,  and 'not 
ecessarily  from  the  Council  only." 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Association  of  Pharmacists- 

-At  a  meeting  on  February  9  in  the  Association  Rooms, 
Hamilton  Street,  Birkenhead,  the  President  in  the  chair,  the 
aft  scheme  for  the  division  of  the  Minor  was  the  chief  topic 
of  discussion.  In  the  discussion  the  curriculum,  especially 
the  one  for  the  Intermediate  examination,  was  adversely 
criticised,  as  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  on 
country  students  where  recoenised  teaching  institutions  might 
not  be  available.  It  would  also  prevent  young  men  from 
entering  the  profession,  and  make  apprentices  scarcer  than 
thev  are  at  present.  The  following  motion  was  passed: 
'  That  this  meeting  approves  of  the  draft  scheme,  excepting 
the  curriculum  for  the  Intermediate  examination,  which  it 
suggests  should  be  altogether  deleted." 

Public  Pharmacists  and  Dispensers'  Associat'on.— 
The  lantern-lecture  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Sage,  Ph.C,  F.I.C.,  on 
The.  Bacteriology  of  Pharmacy  attracted  a  larger  attendance 
than  has  been  seen  at  the  Association's  meetings  for  some 
time.  The  company  of  over  sixty,  which  included  a  good 
sprinkling  of  lady  pharmacists,  was  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  G.  W.  Udale,  Ph.C.  Mr.  Sage  said  it  was  with  a  sense 
of  shame  that  he  said  that  pharmacists  had  not  taken  up 
bacteriolo"-v  as  a  science  and  that  they  were  in  danger  of  soon 
becoming  hopelessly  behind  the  times  in  this  subject.  During 
his  outline  of  the  principles  of  bacteriology  and  mycology 
the  lecturer  indicated  that  the  flora  of  infusions  would  form  a 
promising  line  of  research.  The  lecture  was  couched  in  simple 
language,  but  the  lecturer  covered  too  large  a  field,  the  in- 
formation imparted  being  too  general  and  disconnected. 
Some  good  lantern  slides  were  included  in  the  lecture,  after 
which  Mr.  Sage  replied  to  several  questions. 

The  Care  of  the  Teeth.—  In  the  lecture  theatre  of  the 
Royal  Dental  Hospital,  Leicester  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on 
February  17,  Mr.  J.  F.  Golyer,  L.D.S.,  delivered  a  lecture  on 
the  care  of  the  teeth.  Before  commencing,  Mr.  Golyer  stated 
that  the  Medical  Committee  of  the  Hospital  have  decided  to 
give  these  lectures,  of  which  this  was  the  first,  free  to  the 
public,  as  they  are  convinced  that  widespread  ignorance 
existed  in  relation  to  the  teeth,  and  they  consider  the  hospital 
would  be  doina-  a  service  in  showiner  the  public  how  to  pre- 
serve their  teeth  as  much  as  in  assisting  them  when  the  teeth 
are  past  preserving.  Tha  lecturer  dealt  with  the  necessity  of 
proper  feeding,  especially  during  the  first  six  years  of  life. 
One"  of  the  most  frequent  questions  addressed  to  the  dentist  is, 
"  When  ought  baby  to  have  its  first  tooth  ?  "  This  is  a  ques- 
tion not  at  all  easv  to  answer;  a  child  may  cut  its  first  tooth 
at  four  and  a-half  months,  or  it  may  not  cut  it  until  nine 
months  and  yet  be  quite  healthy.  But  if  no  tooth  is  cut  at 
about  ten  months  a  doctor  should  be  consulted,  as  rickets  is 
indicated.  Clean  teeth  do  not  decay  is  part  oi  the  advic1 
given  to  all  patients  who  attend  the  hospital.  A  small 
brush  with  stiff  bristles,  soap,  water,  and  prepared  chalk 
are  recommended  for  cleaning  the  teeth. 
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Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association.  — The  discus-ion 
oti  the  curriculum  was  resumed  on  February  22,  Mr.  Leo. 
Joseph  (President),  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Hagon  said  there  was 
no  intention  to  increase  the  co.-t  of  the  Minor  examination 
or  make  it  more  difficult  to  pass.  After  a  discussion  in  which 
Mr.  J.  A.  Jones,  Mr.  A.  J.  Bellamy,  and  the  President  took 
part,  Mr.  Hagon  promised  to  place  the  views  of  the  Associa- 
tion before  the  Council. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.— At  the  meeting 
held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  February  15, 
Mr.  E.  Corlield  (President)  m  the  chair,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Alcock  drew  attention  to  a.  sample  of  home-made  beeswax 
refined  by  nitration 'through  paper.  Lac  wax  treated  in 
the  same  way  was  also  shown  having  the  natural  colour  of  lac- 
present  in  a  latent  condition  and  generated  on  the  addition 
of  liquor  potassse.  A  sample  refined  by  this  alkaline  agent 
appeared  not  unlike  Carnauba  wax,  but  it  takes  a  much  better 
polish  and  is  harder  than  the  latter  product.  Soya  oil  and 
beans  were  also  exhibited  and  a  few  remarks  supplied  there- 
on. Finally,  a  new  application  of  the  silver-nitrate  test 
for  fixed  oils  (such  as  almond,  olive,  arachis,  soya,  and  cotton- 
seed oils)  and  lard  was  described,  and  the  results  obtained 
shown  in  sealed  glass  tubes.  The  modus  operandi  of  the  test 
is  as  follows  :  The  test  solution  consists  of  equal  volumes  of 
liquor  ammonia;  (10  per  cent.)  and  decinormal  solution  of 
silver  nitrate  to  which  half  its  volume  of  the  oil  to  be  tested  is 
added.  The  whole  is  well  shaken  and  warmed  to  a  tempera- 
ture of  150°  F.,  when,  if  the  sample  is  pure,  the  emulsion  is 
hut  slightly  coloured,  whereas  if  of  doubtful  purify,  especially 
if  cottonseed  oil  be  present,  a  darkening  occurs  varying 
from, yellow  to  light  or  dark  'brown,  or  even  black.  By  this 
process  one  per  cent,  of  ordinary  cottonseed  oil  makes  itself 
very  evident,  especially  if  put  in  the  water-bath  for  about  ten 
minutes.  Mr.  Alcock  explained  that  ambiguity  in  the  word- 
ing of  tho  silver-nitrate  test  in  the  B.  P.  monograph  for  olive 
oil  had  led  to  tho  experiment  with  the  solution  of  the  ammonio- 
nitrate  of  silver.  In  the  course  of  a  note  on  Oleum  Phos- 
phorat'im,  a  sample  of  which  had  come  into  his  possession, 
lie  said  it,  bad  separated  into  three  parts — an  upper  layer, 
clear  and  normal;  a  lower,  opaque  and  flocculent;  and  at 
the  bottom  a  reddish  layer,  lesembling  amorphous  phos- 
phorus. Each  layer  differed  in  the  percentage  of  phosphorus 
it  contained;  the  uppermost  had  0.4  per  cent.,  the  second 
7.0  per  cent.,  and  the  third  19.0  per  cent.  He  called  atten- 
tion to  the  use  of  copper  sulphate  solution  for  abstracting  the 
phosphorus  from  the  oily  medium.  This,  the  suggestion  of 
a  Continental  chemist,  was  found  to  work  satisfactorily  but 
slowly.  The  process  used  was  that  of  oxidising  the  phosphorus 
with  nitric  acid,  care  being  exercised  in  the  washing  of  the 
magnesium  precipitate  with  a  suitable  strength  ammoniac il 
liquor.  In  the  course  of  the  subsequent  discussion  Mr.  E.  II. 
Mann  said  lie  did  no!  attach  much  importance  to  tests  of 
this  kind,  in  which  silver  salts  were  used,  because  it  has  been 
shown  that  such  tests  reject  as  impure  genuine  olive  oil, 
and  pass  as  pure  oil  that  which  is  known  to  contain  cottonseed 
oil.  Messrs.  Harris,  Prosser,  Hampton  (Leicester),  Bucking- 
ham. _C.  Thompson,  and  Councillor  Poole  also  took  part  in 
the  discussion.  Mr.  F.  H.  Prosser,  Ph.C.,  next  read  a  paper 
on  "  Should  Chemists  Sell  Patent  Medicines."  He  thought  not. 
as  the  chemist  is  only  used  as  a  distributor,  and  is  not  paid 
sufficiently  for  his  work.  Mr.  Prosser  stated  that  the  sale  of 
such  remedies  as  rhubarb,  hiera  picra,  and  compound 
oolocynth  pills  has  had  a  revival.  He  suggested  that  chemists 
should  go  in  for  specialties;  the  wholesaler  makes  a  good 
thing  out  of  them,  why  not  the  retailer'/  The  subsequent  dis- 
cussion was  taken  in  private,  and  eventually  adjourned  for 
a  fortnight. 


Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  The  Turkey 
Cafe  on  February  7.  Mr.  A.  D.  Hearnshaw  (President) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs. 
Burford,  Fry,  Peberdy,  Johnson,  E.  B.  Ward,  Young, 
Clarke,  Squires,  Mar.sh,  Hind,  Martin.  Foreman,  Blockley, 
Lewi..  1  nulis.  and  Mnrfitt.  Mr.  Blockley  introduced  the 
subject  of 

The  Curriculum  Scheme. 

He  said  there  can  be  no  two  opinions  as  to  the  division  of 
the  Minor.  It  is  a  welcome  reform.  It  will  tend  to  lessen 
the  cramming  system  and  make  for  better  candidates,  but 
there  would  still  be  a  hardship  in  the  reluctance 
of  the  Council  to  give  credit  for  work  passed  in 
sections,  which  is  in  his  opinion  the  cause  of  the  existence 
<>f  unqualified  drug-sellers.  Mr.  Blockley  then  quoted 
figures  to  show  that  practical  chemistry  is  the  chief 
subject  in  which  candidates  fail,  whereas  in  purely  phar- 
maceutical   subjects  candidates  as  a  rule  are  educated 


soundly  and  efficiently.  He  suggested  that  the  Inter- 
mediate examination  should  be  conducted  by  examining 
bodies  other  than  the  Pharmaceutical  Soceity,  the  latter 
being  then  free  to  pay  full  attention  to  the  Final,  wherein 
all  technical  subjects  would  be  grouped.  He  did  not  think 
the  present  position  of  pharmacy  warrants  enforcing  a 
curriculum.  A  compromise  at  this  juncture  seems  advis- 
able, as  great  economic  changes  are  impending  and  it  is 
doubtful  how  pharmacy  will  emerge. 

Mr.  Clarke,  as  a  teacher  and  coach,  did  not  think  a 
curriculum  either  necessary  or  advisable.  What  is 
wanted  is  a  lessening  of  the  mental  strain  for  candidates. 
Why  not  accept  for  the  Minor  two  certificates,  as  is  done 
for  the  Preliminary.  It  is  absurd  for  a  man  to  pass  three  or 
four  times  in  practical  and,  having  failed  in  theoretical,  to 
have  to  go  in  for  the  practical  again.  He  approved  of 
Board  of  Education  certificates  in  science  being  accepted 
for  the  Intermediate  examination. 

The  Chairman  read  a.  letter  from  Mr.  F.  T.  Wilby,  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  failed  to  see  the  need  for  a  curri- 
culum :  the  present  condition  of  pharmacy  does  not 
warrant  any  addition  to  the  time  and  money  which  candi- 
dates for  its  doubtful  honours  already  have  to  spend.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  1).  B.  Dotfs  letter  in  the  C.  d>  D. 

Mr.  Mar.sh  was  of  opinion  that  the  standard  of  the 
examination  should  not  be  low  ered,  and  he  said  the  Minor. 
would  not  be  so  difficult  if  it  were  divided.  A  curriculum 
would  show  examiners  that  students  had  gone  through  a 
course  of  study  and  possibly  such  a  high  standard  of  know- 
ledge would  not  be  required.  If  Board  of  Education 
certificates  were  recognised,  the  student  could  start  work 
as  soon  as  registered. 

Mr.  Hearnshaw  said  the  proposals  reflect  on  the  phar- 
macist who  is  capable  of  teaching  his  apprentice.  If  the 
master  is  not  capable,  then  by  all  means  have  a  curriculum. 
It  is  not  right  to  rai.se  the  cost  of  qualification  unless  the 
standard  of  examination  is  lowered. 

Mr.  Ward  compared  the  hours  of  curriculum  with  those 
spent  at  local  technical  schools  in  pharmaceutical  classes, 
and  showed  that  in  three  years  the  necessary  lectures  could 
be  covered  there.  The  curriculum  would  force  a  student 
to  work  all  through  his  apprenticeship. 

Mr.  Lewis  thought  the  curriculum  would  be  hard  on 
students  in  country  districts,  where  technical  school.3  or 
classes  are  not  available. 

Mr.  Inglis  thought  work  done  under  a  master's  super- 
vision should  be  recognised. 

Mr.  Fry  said  it  is  easy  to  get  through  the  necessary 
hours  of  training  during  four  years'  apprenticeship.  He 
suggested  in  addition  to  the  subjects  for  the  Intermediate 
examination,  a  te.st  of  business  ability. 

Mr.  Foreman  asked  what  is  meant  by  "institutions 
approved  by  the  Council."  He  thought  that  certificates  of 
proficiency  obtained  at  technical  schools,  colleges,  and 
schools  of  pharmacy  should  be  accepted  for  the  purely 
science  part  . 

Mr.  A.  E.  Young  agreed  with  the  curriculum  and  the 
division  of  the  Minor  as  likely  to  cause  less  strain  on  the 
candidate  and  lower  the  percentage  of  failures  through 
nervousness. 

Mr.  Squires  thought  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  a 
c  ui  ricu'um. 

Mr.  Burford  said  the  way  the  examinations  are  at  pre- 
sent carried  on  is  largely  responsible  for  the  present  state 
of  things.  He  did  not  object  to  a  curriculum  so  long  as 
it  could  be  carried  out  at  local  educational  centres. 

Mr.  Hind  said  there  are  required  two  grades  of  phar- 
macists, one  to  sell  drugs,  and  another  to  conduct  the 
purely  scientific  and  dispensing  business. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned,  and  the  discussion 
resumed  on  February  14,  when  resolutions  were  passed 
approving  the  division  of  the  Minor  and  the  principle  of 
the  establishment  of  a  curriculum  ;  and  a  further  resolu- 
tion was  approved  by  11  votes  to  5  recommending  that  the 
certificates  of  approved  examining  bodies  whose  syllabus 
conforms  with  the  suggested  schedule  be  accepted  in  lieu 
of  the  Intermediate  examination.  In  regard  to  the  Final 
examination  it  was  agreed  that  the  teaching  institutions 
approved  by  the  Council  should  be  such  schools  of  phar- 
macy as  are  shown  to  possess  adequate  teaching  facilities 
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for  carrying  through  the  curriculum;  and  that  a  candi- 
date having  passed  the  practical  portion  of  the  examina- 
tion, and  failing  in  theory,  should  not  be  required  to  enter 
again  for  the  practical  part  within  twelve  months. 

Institute  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians. 
A  Lecture  was  delivered  at  20  Hanover  Scmare,  London, 
W.,  on  February  22,  by  Dr.  W.  Ettles,  F.R.C.S.,  on  "  The 
Physiology  of  Vision."    There  was  a  large  audience.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Boatman  presided  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  H.  M. 
Black  (Brighton),  Mr.  A.  Upson  (Maidenhead),  Mr.  J.  C. 
Kidd  and  Mr.  H.  Kemn  (Manchester),  Mr.  F.  S.  Horsey, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  F.  Challicc,  Mr.  F. 
A.  Bateman.  Mr.  G.  C.  Bateman,  Mr.  G.  E.  Houghton 
(Margate),  Mr.  Beaumont  (Huddersfield),  Mr.  H.  Coleman, 
and  others.  At  the  commencement  Mr.  Duff  announced  that 
the  annual  meeting  and  dinner  would  be  held  on  March  30, 
and  the  Chairman,  in  introducing  Dr.  Ettles,  said  that 
lectures  as  a  means  of  education  had  been  suggested  by 
several  members,  notably   Mr.  John  Gibson  (Hexham). 
The  lecture  was  intended  as  a  sample  of  the  kind  of  dis- 
course an  optician  might  deliver  in  his  own  locality.  Dr. 
Ettles,  who  was  well  received,  then  gave  a  very  interesting- 
account  of  vision,  illustrating  his  remarks  by  some  excellent 
lantern-slides,  all  specially  prepared  for  the  occasion.  Many 
of  the  slides  were  mechanical,  showing,  for  example,  the 
changes  which  occur  when  the  eye  accommodates.  Other 
screen  pictures  were   projections   of   actual  microscopic 
images,  these  being  on  a  scale  which  is  not  usually  seen  at 
public  lectures.  There  were  also  some  "  autoehrome  "  slides 
of  the  fundus.    The  lecturer  dealt  first  with  the  manner 
light  impulses  were  registered  by  the  eye  and  then  with 
the  phenomena  of  light.    Next  refraction  was  considered, 
and  in  this  part  of  the  lecture  were  shown  some  fine  slides 
of  elementary  and  more  advanced  eyes.    The  lowest  form 
of  eye,  that  of  the  razor  fish,  merely  registers  light  impulses. 
The  snail  has  an  eye  with  a  lens  of  high  refractive  index 
which  forms  images.    The  compound  eye  of  the  fly  was  next 
shown  with  a  slide  of  hundreds  of  images  of  an  electric 
lamp  taken  through  the  eye.    The  last  part  of  the  lecture 
dealt  with  spectacles  and  colour  vision.    Dr.  Ettles  claims 
that  Roger  Bacon  was  the  inventor  of  spectacles  some  time 
before  1267.    The  explanation  of  the  inscription  on  the 
tomb  of  Salvino  D'Amato's  tomb  at  Florence,  dated  1317,  is 
that  he  had  been  taught  the  manufacture  by  Dr.  Solandale, 
who  came  to  Pisa  in  1285  wearing  spectacles  which  had 
been  made  for  him  by  Roger  Bacon.    A  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  the  lecturer  at  the  close. 


FESTIVITIES. 


The  Jovial  Juniors. 

"You  via;/  talk  about  your  haughty  West  End  "hops," 
But  they're  freezing  in  their  tunc  and  in  their  quality; 

So  we  put  a  merry  mouth  on,  drop  a  little  nott  to  Southon, 
And  repair  unto  the  "Junior"  for  jollity. 

We  can  dance,  and  ire  can  dress  as  well  as  most. 
And  we  do  not  often  hanker  for  frivolity; 

Hut  with  "Charles"  and.  Cassie  beaming,  in  a  manner  moat 
beseeming 

We  can  not  resist  the  "Junior"  and  its  jollity." 
This  is  the  song  as  it  was  sung  to  me  (writes  a  more  or  less 
trustworthy  C.  &  D.  representative)  in  a.  quiet  moment  be- 
tween dances  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  February  22.  The  occasion  was  the 
thirtieth  junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  and  there  were  320  well- 
■dressed  and  well-disposed  members  of  the  drug  trade  with 
their  lady  friends  present.  It  is  next,  to  impossible  to  men- 
tion everybody,  but  among  those  present  were  Lieut. -Col. 
Preston,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alan  Francis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vivian 
C.  Hewlett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  W.  Idris,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  H. 
Raithby  Procter  and  Miss  Procter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  G. 
Bunker  and  Miss  Bunker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Brooks,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Hickey.  Messrs.  T.  Desnos  (Jules  Denoual  &  Co.), 
W.  a.  Gill  (W.  J.  Bush  &  Co..  Ltd.),  Lionel  Cooper  (Chas. 
H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.),  .C.  S.  Presant  (Sautters)  and  Alec 
Boyes  (Baiss  Bros,  and  Stevenson,  Ltd.)  Mr.  Ralph  L..  Cassie 
and  Mr.  Charles  W.  Martin  were  M.C  s.  Mr.  Alan  Francis 
presided  at  supper,  and  the  chairmen  of  the  spur-tables  were 
Messrs.  R.  L.  Cassie.  T.  Coukon,  R.  D.  Dixon,  ft.  W.  Martin. 
A.  H.  Solomon.  J.  E.  Southon  and  Herbert  ( '.  Wright.  The 
chairman  gave  "  Success  to  the  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  and 
the  Health  of  the  Ladies."  The  bon.  secretary  (Mr.  J.  E. 
Southoii)  replied.  A  very  enjovable  and  successful  social 
function  ended  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


"  Dorothy  "  at  Dartford. 

Sucoessitl  performances  of  the  comic  opera  Dorothy  were 
given  on  Wednesday.  Friday,  and  Saturday  of  last  week  in 
the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Wellcome  Club  and  Institute  at, 
Dartford.  The  principals  and  chorus,  as  well  as  the  majority 
of  the  orchestra,  were  members  of  the  club,  and  everything 
concerned  with  the  staging  and  dressing  was  also  done  by 
the  members. 

Dundee  Assistants. 

The  third  annual  "At  Home"  of  the  Dundee  Chemists' 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association  was  held  on  Feb- 
ruary 8  in  Cray's  Rooms.  About  sixty-five  couples  danced  to 
music  provided  by  Mr.  H.  Mclnty re's  orchestra.  After  supper 
Mr.  A.  Soutar,  who  presided,  welcomed  the  guests,  among 
whom  were  .several  doctors,  master  pharmacists  and  repre- 
sentatives of  wholesale  houses.  Mr.  T.  Bayne  replied. 
Dancing  was  resumed  until  3  a.m.,  a  pleasant  eveningr 
being  brought,  to  a  close  by  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 
The  M.C.'s  were  Messrs.  A.  Soutar,  G.  Milne,  and  G.  J. 
Lindsay. 

Whist-drives. 

The  members  of  the  Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association 
held  a  whist-drive  at  the  Harlow  Manor  Hydro  on  Feb- 
ruary 17.  The  President  (Mr.  C.  E.  J.  Eynon)  and  Mrs. 
Eynon  received  the  players  to  the  number  of  eighty-six,  and 
plav  commenced.  The  prizewinners  were  as  follows:  Ladies 
— (I)  Mrs.  Knowles.  (2)  Mrs.  McMillan,  (consolation)  Mrs. 
Walshaw.  Gentlemen  (1)  Mr.  Percy  Monkhouse.  (2)  Mr. 
Mitchell,  (consolation)  Mr.  Thorpe.  After  supper  dancing 
was  indulged  in  until  2  a.m.  After  paying  expenses  the  com- 
mittee have  handed  3/.  3s.  to  the  Harrogate  branch  of  Dr. 
Barnardo's  Homes. 

The  annual  whist-drive  of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  and 
Stonehouse  Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held  at  the  Royal 
Hotel.  Plymouth,  on  February  15.  The  members  and  their 
friends  to  the  number  of  230  assembled  in  the  Palm  Court  of 
the  hotel,  being  received  by  the  President,  Mr.  F.  A.  Spear. 
I'I.in  commenced  at  7.311  I'.M.,  and  continued  to  11  30,  then 
being  two  intervals  for  refreshments.  The  prizewinners 
were  :  Ladies— (1)  Miss  Pile,  (2)  Mrs.  Kemp,  (3)  Mis.  Butland. 
(surprise)  Mrs.  F.  W.  Goodwin.  Gentlemen — (1)  Mr.  E.  G. 
Turney,  (2)  Mr.  H.  Wills.  (3)  Dr.  Waterfield,  (surprise)  Mr. 
H.  Toope. 

The  Liverpool  Branch  of  the  National  Union  of  Assistant 
Pharmacists  held  a  whist-drive  at  Kirkland's  Cafe,  Bold 
Street,  on  February  16,  the  members  and  friends  present 
being  eightv-one.  Anions  those  present  were  Messrs.  T. 
Ash  worth,  W.  B.  Burn.  W.  S.  Corkhill,  A.  G.  Giles,  Black. 
J.  W.  Kendall.  J.  Kenah,  G.  McLoughlin  (Evans  Sons  Lescher 
&  Webb.  Ltd.),  O.  Waddington,  B.  Whallev  (Roval  Intirmarv). 
and  Koli-on.  Mr.  Jus.  J.  B.  Waldron  acted  as  M.C.  The 
prizes  for  the  best  scores  went  to  Miss  Lett  and  Mr.  Lloyd. 
Mr.  J.  G.  McGhje,  M.A..  B.Sc.  distributed  the  prizes  at  the 
close:  Ladies— (1)  Miss  Lett.  (2)  Miss  McWilliam.  (3)  Miss 
Crook.  Gentlemen  (1)  Mr.  Kenah,  (2)  Mr.  Robertson,  (3) 
Mr.  Rush. 

The  Scarborough  Association  of  Pharmacists  held  a  whist- 
drive  and  dance  at  The  Brooklands,  Esplanade  Gardens,  on 
February  16.  About  150  guests  were  present,  the  prizes,  dis- 
tributed bv  Mrs.  G.  H.  Meadlev,  were  as  follows  -.{Ladies — 
(1)  Miss  Stringer.  (2)  Mrs.  Oates.  (3)  Miss  Simms.  (4)  Miss 
Watkiu.  Gcnilem.en—(1)  Mr.  W.  H.  Snowball,  (2)  Mr.  Cam- 
idge.  (3)  Mr.  W.  H.  Thompson.  (4)  Mr.  H.  Linn.  Supper  was 
then  served,  and  afterwards  dancing  was  commenced  and  con- 
tinued until  3  a.m.  For  those  who  did  not  desire  to  dance,  a 
second  whist-drive  was  arranged,  which  took  place  in  the 
lounge.  The  prizes  for  this  section  were  presented  bv  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Hunt,  as  follows:  Ladies— (1)  Mrs.  Brigham,  (2)  Mrs. 
Soulby,  (3)  Mrs.  Cowiper.  Gentlemen— [1]  Mr.  Booty.  (2)  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Chairman  (playing  as  gentleman),  (3)  Mr.  A.  Smith. 

Peterborough  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Peterborough  Association  of  Phar- 
macists took  place  on  February  16,  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  There 
were  present:  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall  (in  the  chair),  the  Mayor  of 
Peterborough  (Councillor  C.  Pi.  Crawley),  Mr.  R.  Winfrey. 
M.P.,  Messrs.  E.  T.  Neathercoat  and  F.  Rogers  (members  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society).  J.  W.  Bodger.  W. 
H.  Sturton,  H.  E.  Noble,  F.  W.  Whitwell'.  J.  G.  Sturton,  T.  J. 
Calcutt,  A.  C.  Taylor;  T.  P.  Ecob,  J.  A.  Hind,  H.  S.  Long,  J. 
Milbourn.  P.  Flint,.  J.  P.  Ker  Watson.  T.  W.  Southwell,  R. 
Cooper  (Peterborough),  T.  M.  Baxter  (Bourne),  A.  J.  Chater 
(London).  H.  S.  Prior  (Stamford),  W.  R,  Girling  (Wisbech). 
C.  Bavley  and  —  Taylor  (Uppingham).  In  reply  to  the  toast 
of  "  The  Houses  of  Parliament,"  Mr.  R.  Winfrey  said  the 
curriculum  question  is  one  (if  paramount  importance.  He 
hoped  that  w  hatever  might  be  the  outcome  of  the  scheme  now 
submitted,  it  would  be  so  arranged  that  any  young  men 
wishing  to  get  through  the  Intermediate,  examination  would 
be  able  to  take  the  course,  of  studv  in  science  schools  in  their 
own  locality..   .(Hear,  hear.)    "The  Pharmaceutical  Society 


I'nd'cx    Folio  293' 


56 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  25,  1911 


of  Great  Britain  "'  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Cx.  Sturton,  and 
replied  to  by  Mr.  E.  Neathercoat,  who  said  the  draft  curri- 
culum scheme  which  had  been  submitted  is  subject  to  modifi- 
cations in  any  direction  that  pharmacists  might  themselves 
desire  or  advocate.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Council  s  intention 
is  not  to  make  the  Qualifying  examination  any  harder  than 
it  is  at  the  present  time,  nor  is  it  their  wish  to  place  any 
increased  burdens  upon  young  men  entering  the  profession. 
Mr  Frank  Rogers  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Peterborough 
Association  of  Pharmacists,"  which  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr  J  W.  Bodger,  the  newlv-elected  President.  Other  toasts 
were  "The  City  and  Trade' of  Peterborough,"  given  by  Mr. 
J  S  Prior  (Stamford)  ;  "  The  Visitors,"  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Baxter 
(Bourne);  and  •  The  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund,  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  Whitwell  (Peterborough).  A  collection  for  the 
last-named  realised  1/.  8.s\  6(7. 

Boots  at  the  Holborn. 

THE  London  and  district  managers  of  Messrs.  Boots.  Ltd., 
dined  together  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  February  22. 
About  120  were  present,  including  several  of  the  departmental 
managers  from  Nottingham.  Mr.  John  Boot  presided  m  the 
absence  of  Sir  Jesse  Boot,  and  among  those  present  were 
Messrs.  E.  Thompson  (general  manager).  A.  L.  Milne-  (Sec- 
retary), W.  T.  Aspden,  Hamilton  (King's  Cross),  Short 
(Streatha.m1,  Compton  (Croydon),  Osborne  (Chelsea).  Mr. 
Hamilton  proposed  the  toast  of  "Boots  Cash  Chemists,  to 
which  Mr.  John  Boot  responded:  and  Mr.  Short  gave  Ihe 
Headquarters  Staff."  to  which  Mr.  E.  Thompson  replied. 
Other  toasts  included  "  Our  Guests,"  proposed  by  Mr  Comp- 
ton and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Milne,  while  the  toast  of  "  Ihe 
Branch  Managers  "  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  W.  T.  Aspden  (Sir 
Jesse's  private  secretary),  to  which  Mr.  Osborne  replied.  J)ur- 
■ing  the  evening  a  telegram  was  despatched  to  Sir  Jesse  Boot 
conveying  the  kind  wishesof  the  managers  and  expressing  dis- 
appointment that  Sir  Jesse  was  unable  to  be  present.  Mr. 

•  Boot  intimated  in  his  speech  that  his  father  was  now 
enjoying  better  health  than  he  had  done  for  several  years  past, 
which  statement  was  received  with  applause.  The  various 
speeches  made  during  the  evening  by  the  chiefs  and  managers 
bore  testimony  to  the  extremely  cordial  relations  which  exist 
between  the  company  and  the  staff,  and  altogether  the  func- 
tion was  highly  successful,  the  credit  for  which  is  due  to  Mr. 
W.  Morrison  '  (Hon.  Secretary)  and  his  efficient  staff  of 
stewards,  Messrs.  R  Hamilton.  R.  W.  Compton,  A.  8. 
Hornby,  T.  J.  Morris,  II.  Thompson,  Smith  Elliott,  W.  J. 
Short, 'and  P.  G.  F.  Brider.  It  is  hoped  to  make  the  dinner 
an  annual  one  in  the  future. 

With  the  Brush  Makers. 
The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Brush  Makers' 
Association  was  held  on  February  16,  and  the  report  of  the 
Council  shows  an  increase  in  membership  and  a  healthy  con- 
dition of  affairs  financially.    During  the  year  a  form  ot 
guarantee  as  to  trade  descriptions  and  weights  of  brushes  and 
brooms  has  been  adopted  bv  members  of  the  Association,  and 
one  of  the  most  useful  things  the  Association  has  done  has 
been  to  institute  proceedings  in  three  cases  under  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act  against  firms  selling  brushes  which  were 
found  to  be  not  up  to  description.    Borough  councils  in  the 
London  district  having  been  notified  that  the  Association  is 
prepared  to  examine,  as  experts,  deliveries  of  brooms  arid 
brushes  under  contract  to  ensure  that  these  were  up  to  sample, 
the  Association  has  entered  into  a  yearly  contract  with  the 
London  County  Council  for  the  inspection  of  their  goods,  and 
members  of  the  Association  have  been  called  in  by  the  Borough 
councils  from  time  to  time  to  report  on  the  deliveries.  These 
matters  were  referred  to  with  satisfaction  at  the  dinner  of  the 
Association,  held   at  the  Great  Eastern  Hotel,  Liverpool 
Street,  London,  E.C.,  on  Thursday  evening,  February  16. 
The  President,  Mr.  Ernest  N.  Kent  (G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.), 
was  in  the  chair,  and  among  the  seventy  present  were  Messrs. 
C  Hamilton  Watkins  and  A.  L.  Watkins.  W.  Collett  and  R. 
Collett  (Hamilton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London),  A.  Barton  Kent, 
(G    B   Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London),  W.  R,  Tilbury  (W.  R. 
Tilbury  &  Co..  London).  F.  D.  Matthew  and  E.  H.  Matthew 
(F.  D.  Matthew  &  Son,  London),  G.  Tyrie  (London),  F.  Ward 
(F.  Foulger  &  Co.,  London),  A.  E.  Webb  (May,  Roberts  & 
Co..  Ltd.,  London),  A.  Mason  (John  Mason  &  Sons.  London) 
A.  Reid  (Alex.  Reid  &  Sons,  London),  F.  G.  Howard  and  H 
Howard  (Titterton  &  Howard,  London),  A.  W.  Cook  (Lon- 
don), James  W.  Charlton  (London),  A.  L.  Burrow  (Davis 
Burrow  &  Co.,  Leeds),  W.  A.  Greenslade  (Bristol),  Wm.  Rose 
and  S.  Rose  (Brushes,  Ltd.,  St.  Albans),  Herbert  Wilde  (Man- 
chester), R.  WT.  Chase  (Robt.  W.  Chase  &  Sons,  Birmingham), 
John  Palmer  (John  Palmer  &  Co  ,  Portsmouth),  G.  P.  West 
(John  West  &  Co.,  Braintree) ;  Howard  D.  Clark  (Birming- 
ham). Avons  &  Sons.  R.  Webb  &  Sons.  Ltd.,  and  T.  Marson 
Till  (Hon.  Secretary).    After  dinner  and  the  loyal  toast,  the 
Chairman  crave  "The  British  Brush  Manufacturers'  Associa 
i  ion,"  and  Mr.  H.  Wilde  replied.    The  toast  of  "  The  Presi- 
dent"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Burrow,  who  spoke  in 


high  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Kent  had  en- 
gineered the  Association  to  its  present  success,  of  his  value 
to  the  trade  generally,  and  of  the  pleasure  it  gave  to  all  to 
know-  that  Mr.  Kent  had  consented  to  act  as  President  for 
another  year.  In  his  reply  Mr.  Kent  paid  high  tribute  to  the 
executive  ability  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  Marson  Till,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Association.  ''The  Visitors"  was  given 
by  Mr.  F.  Ward.  One  of  the  brightest  events  of  the  evening 
was  the  speech  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Matthew  in  proposing  "  Thw 
Council  and  Officers."  To  this  Mr.  R.  W.  Chase  responded, 
and  he  also  had  much  to  say  regarding  the  invariable  courtesy 
and  tact  of  Mr.  Till.  During  the  evening  the  company  were 
entertained  by  Mr.  Frank  Hicks  (whose  Somerset  songs  are  a 
feature  of  this  Association's  gatherings),  Mr.  Deon  Lane  (a 
really  funny  comedian),  and  the  ever-bright  Mr.  Walter 
Churcher. 

A  Students'  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  was  a  pleasant  function  held 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  February  21.    The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  F.  Bascombe,  Ph.C,  F.I.C.,  who  was  sup- 
ported bv  Professor  A.  W.  Crossley,  Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff, 
Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  Mr.  Alan  Francis,  Mr.  P.  E.  F. 
Perredes,  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison,  on  the  right ;  and  Mr.  E. 
White,  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Gamble.    Mr.   H.   Finnemore,   Mr.    W.    Garsed,   and  Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris  on  the  left.    The  company  of  about  eighty  also 
included  Messrs.  J.  O.  Braithwaite,  S.  Furnival,  C.  H.  Hamp- 
shire, V.  C.  Hewlett,  F.  L.  K.  Loxley,  and  C.  H.  Warner.  Fol- 
lowing the  loyal  toast  came  that  of   "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society."  given  by  Mr.  James  Small,  Bell  Scholar.  Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen,  in  replying,  said  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
afforded  a  kind  of  Freemasonry  to  its  members.    It  was  too 
much  the  custom  to  criticise  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  future  pharmacists  present  would  do  a  little 
good  first  for  the  Society  and  then  they  could  criticise  as 
much  as  they  liked.    In  regard  to  a  compulsory  curriculum, 
Mr.   Allen  said  it  must  be.    The  student  at  present  went 
through  a  voluntary  curriculum,  but  after  the  institution  of  a 
com pul son    curriculum   the  qualifying   examination   w< mid 
be  easier,  since  the  examiners  would  know  that  the  candidate 
had  undergone  some  training.    No  doubt  the  time  would 
come  when  a  candidate  would  be  credited  with  the  subjects 
in  which  he  had  passed.    Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison,  in  toasting 
''  The  School  of  Pharmacy,"  said  it  possessed  the  best  equip- 
ment and  the  best  teachers  among  the  institutions  of  its 
kind,  and  possessed  traditions  which  no  other  school  of  phar- 
macy possessed  and  which  they  could  not  now  obtain.  He 
also  referred  to  the  absence  of  the  lady  students.  Professor 
Crossley,  who  in  rising  to  reply  was  accorded  an  enthusiastic 
reccotion,  dealt  humorously  with  the  rumours  current  in  the 
School.    Mr.   Gadston  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Past 
Students,"  to  which  the  Chairman  replied.    Mr.  Bascombe 
was  reminiscent  of  the  time  of  Professors  Attfield,  Bentley, 
and  Redwood,  and  when  his  fellow-students  were  Dr.  A. 
Pearson  Luff  and  Professor  Greenish.    He  recalled  Professor 
Redwood's  lecture  of  three  days'  duration  on  liquor  potassse, 
and  concluded  with  an  eulogy  from  personal  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  in  whose  death  he  said  that  the 
students  had  lost  the  staunchest  supporter  of  the  School  in 
the  past.  Professor  Greenish  proposed  the  Chairman's  health, 
while  Mr.  White  also  spoke  in  response  to  a  concerted  call 
by  the  students.    Mr.  White  reminded  the  latter  that  they 
received  an  education  which  it  was  only  possible  for  them  to 
get  through  the  loyalty  of  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.    Part  of  their  education  consisted  of  learning  how 
to  learn.    There  was  an  excellent  musical  programme. 

Mr.  Currie  on  the  Curriculum. 


The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion met  last  week  to  dk-cuss  the  following  questions  in 
regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  draft  scheme  for 
dividing  the  Minor  examination  and  imposing  a  cur- 
riculum : 

1.  Is  the  principle  of  a  compulsory  curriculum  accepted? 

2.  Is  the  present  moment  opportune  for  its  institution? 

3.  Should  certificates  from  other  examining  bodies  be 
accepted  for  the  Intermediate  examination  (i.e.,  botany  and 
chemistry)  ? 

Mr.  Lennox  presided,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  the  principal 
speaker.  His  observations  will  be  found  below.  The  rest 
we  reserve. 

Mr.  Currie  said  in  reply  to  the  first  of  the  above  ques- 
tions as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  principle  of  a  compulsory 
curriculum  that  they  had  no  option  in  the  matteT.  The 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1909  bestowed  upon  the  Pharmaceutical 
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Council  powers  to  institute  a  curriculum.  To  his  mind 
so  great  had  been  the  cry  in  the  past  for  this  particular 
form  of  examination  that  the  time  was  now  approaching 
for  its  inception.  Mr.  Currie  also  alluded  to  the  president's 
remarks  that  the  Council  had  acted  wisely  in  taking  the 
country  into  its  confidence,  and  stated  that  he  had  asked 
the  Council  to  send  the.  matter  to  the  country  and  ask 
their  lead.  As  to  the  acceptance  of  science  certificates- 
botany,  chemistry,  and  physics— from  the  examining  bodies, 
Mr.  Currie  said  that  he  would  not  be  against  that,  pro- 
vided they  came  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
society's  examinations;  but  one  thing  was  quite  certain, 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  must  always  retain  in  its  own 
hands  th  final  part  of  the  examination.  He  thought  a 
serious  mistake  would  be  made  if  it  gave  up  the  Final 
examination  or  should  ever  let  it  slip  from  its  own  hands. 
If  they  did,  the  Society  would  be  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  registering  body.  Mr.  Currie  then  gave  a  history 
of  the  drafting  of  the  proposed  scheme,  and  said  that 
in  spit©  of  all  the  criticism  to  which  he  had  been  &ubjected, 
he  considered'  that  they  could  divide  the  examination 
thoroughly,  exterminating  what  might  be  called  the  really 
scientific  subjects  from  the  trade  "subjects,  and  free  the 
mind,:,  of  the  students  to  that  extent.  They  must  have 
a  science  examination  on  the  subjects  of  botany,  chemistry 
and  physics,  and  they  must  have  an  examination  upon 
the  trade  subjects.  When  they  began  to  analyse  they  would 
find  it  was  not  such  a  great  hardship  upon  any  student 
to  undertake,  the  going  through  this  particular 'examina- 
tion. The  question  of  expense  had  been  a  large  factor 
in  the  discussion  in  connection  with  the  schme.  But  for 
the  life  of  him  he  could  not  make  out  why.  Possibly  some 
might  think  because  it  was  going  to  extend  over  a  little 
longer  period  of  time  than  hitherto  it  would  be  a  little 
more  expensive.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  would  be  less 
expensive  than  the  present  method.  The  student  would 
not  pay  so  much  for  his  class  fees  as  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  under  the  present  system  of  training.  It 
had  always  been  said  that  it  was  rather  a  hardship  for 
an  apprentice  not  to  be  able  to  take  his  studies  concurrently  ; 
that  was  to  say,  that  if  not  able  to  pass  his  preliminary 
examination  he  should  be  allowed  to  prepare  for  it  as  well  as 
take  classes  concurrently  to  prepare  him  for  his  inter- 
mediate. As  a  matter  of  fact,,  that  would  hamper  a 
student  very  considerably.  The  lad  who  did  not  pass  hie, 
preliminary  would  find  convenient  classes  a  drag  on  himself 
and  on  his  employer,  because  he  has  this  bugbear  hang- 
ing over  him.  The  point,  however,  that  an  apprentice 
must  be  registered  before  he  begins  his  curriculum  for  his 
qualifying  examination  was.  he  thought,  only  fair.  It 
would  be  his  prerogative  in  the  month  of  April,  Mr.  Currie 
added,  to  lead  off  one  of  the  mo  t  important  discussions 
in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  since  1868,  and  he  wanted 
every  opportunity  he  could  to  arrive  at  an  accurate  idea 
of  the  minds  of  other  men.  He  was  not  sparing  himself 
in  any  way.  He  had  been  in  demand  in  English  town.,, 
and  also  in  Scotland,  and  it  was  only  reasonable  that  he 
should  come  down  to  a  meeting  of  his  own  Association  to 
hear  what  they  had  got  to  say  about  a  matter  brought 
so  prominently  before  the  trade  by  one  of  their  own 
members.  Some  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  various  trade 
journals  would  carry  considerable  weight.  "  1  read  them 
all,"  Mr.  Currie  .  aid,  "  and  I  analyse  them,  and  I  take 
notes  of  them,  and  at  th?  present  time  the  balance  is 
pretty  equally  divided.  J  am  quite  prepared  to  be  de- 
feated upon  this  particular  matter;  but  I  think  this  all 
the  same,  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  is  committed 
to  the  curriculum  and  is  committed  to  the  division  of  the 
examination,  and  its  hands  are  being  forced,  and  every 
meeting  he  will  have  to  have  it.  The  country  has  been 
clamouring  for  it,  our  own  members  are  clamouring  for 
it.  Now  there  are  others  who  are  clamouring  for  by-laws 
to  be  favoured  on  the  1908  Act,  and  the  Government  De- 
partments will  force  our  hands  whether  we  will  it  or  not. 
It  has  been  said  to  me  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  may 
not  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety  unless  circumstances  are 
expedient.  I  wonder  what  the  Government  Departments 
•would  say  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  refused  to  carry 
out  of  the  1868  Act  in  its  entirety.  What  would  happen  ? 
We  would  lose  our  Charter,  and  a  Government  Depart- 
ment would  carry  out  the  1868  and  1908  Acts.  The 
question  remains  whether  the  Government  will  carry  it 
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out  or  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  would  carry  it  out.  Are 
w  ■  going  to  stand  still  and  not  be  able  to  get  our  appren- 
tices taught  in  the  manner  they  ought  to  be  to  carry  on 
our  brl.iness '!  We  must  advance ;  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  founded  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  educa- 
tion, and  that  is  the  one  thing  it  must  do." 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Seven  deaths,  including  three  by  misadventure,  have  been  re- 
ported since  last  week's  issue. 

Opium  Poisoning  due  to  an  accidental  overdose,  caused, 
according  to  the  medical  evidence,  the  death  of  Louisa  Mary 
Evennett  (45),  the  wife  of  a  Walthamstow  traveller. 

Oxalic  Acid  caused  the  su  cidal  death  of  Charles  John  Hunt 
(50),  painter,  at  Brixton.   

Prussic  Acid. — John  Rhodes,  secretary  of  the  Accrington, 
Technical  School,  poisoned  himself  by  -taking  prussic  acid. 

Carbolic  Acid,  was  used  for  suicidal  purposes  at  Nottingham 
by  Sarah  Hopkins  (62),  who  was  blind  and  threatened  with 
deafness. 

Kind  Not  Stated. — A  dyer,  named  John  Boyd  (35),  died  in 
the  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  from  the  effects  of  inad- 
vertently taking  poison. 

Chloroform. — George  Barrow.  M.R.C.V.S.,  died  by  misad- 
venture at  Newmarket  from  heart  failure,  probably  acceler- 
ated by  taking  chloroform. 


Tin  Dulliitli  Casf. — Tho  new  sensation  of  the  week  is  the 
suicide  by  prussic  acid  at  St.  Peter's  Port,  Guernsey,  of  John 
James  Hutchison  (24),  a  chemist's  assistant,  of  Dalkeith,  for 
whom  a.  warrant  had  been  issued  on  a  charge  of  murdering 
his  father  (Mr.  C.  B.  Hutchison)  and  Mr.  Alexander  Clapper- 
lon  wilh  arsenic  at  Dalkeith  on  the  night  of  February  3. 
Hutchison's  father  and  mother  were  celebrating  their  silver 
wedding  on  that  date,  and  late  in  the  evening  coffee  was 
prepared,  which  Hutchison  carried  from  the  kitchen  to  the 
dining-room.  All  who  partook  of  the  coffee  suffered  from 
poisoning  symptoms  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  senior,  and  Mr. 
Claoperton  died  from  the  effects.  Subsequently  arsenic  was- 
found  by  the  analyst  in  the  coffee  pot,  and  suspicion  was- 
directed  to  the  son  John,  as  a  bottle  of  arsenic  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  shop  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Robert  Stenhouse. 
chemist  and  druggist,  Musselburgh,  by  whom  he  had  for- 
merly been  employed,  and,  frightful  though  the  crime  was, 
there  were  events  in  the  young 
man's  life  which  pointed  to  hnn 
doing  a  mad  action.  A  warrant 
was  issued  on  February  16  for 
his  apprehension.  On  Feb- 
ruary 14  Hutchison  left  Scotland 
and  came  1o  London,  staying  for 
a  night  at  a  hotel  in  Craven 
Street,  W.C..  which  he  left  to  go 
to  Jersey.  From  Jersey  he  went 
to  a  boarding[house  at  St.  Peter's, 
Guernsey,  and  there  a  police- 
sergeant  found  him  on  Monday. 
February  20.  and  questioned 
him.  Hutchison  said  his  name 
was  Henderson,  and  when  he  was 
leaving  the  room  with  the  ser- 
geant he  suddenly  darted  up- 
stairs, making  for  his  bed- 
room.  The  seargeant  followed,  but  as  Hutchison  opened' 
the  bedroom  door  he  drew  a  bottle  of  prussic  acid  from- 
his  right  trouser's  pocket  and  swallowed  the  contents, 
dying  in  ten  minutes.  It  is  stated  that  Hutchison 
had  been  speculating  very  heavily  in  rubber  and  other 
shares,  and  owed  brokers  and  others  eight  thousand  pounds. 
He  had  been  living  in  an  extravagant  manner  and  had  bought 
a  line  motor  car..  There  is,  of  course,  no  absolute  proof  that 
he  put  arsenic  in  the  coffee,  but  the  whole  matter  may  be 
publicly  inquired  into  at  Edinburgh.  Hutchison  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr.  William  Kemp,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Dalkeith,  and  was  afterwards  an  assistant  at  Kilmarnock 
and  with  his  uncle  at  Musselburgh.  He  never  qualified  in 
pharmacy,  but  he  at  one  time  attended  Mr.  W.  Duncan's 
classes  in  Edinburgh  for  a  session  with  a  view  to  passing  the 
Minor  examination.  He  showed  little  inclination  to  study. 
He  was  fond  of  finery  and  display  and  was  inordinately  vain 
— dispositions  which  had  much  to  do  with  the  wild  specula- 
tions that  had  brought  him  into  a  hopeless  financial  chaos. 
This  ho  had  glossed  over  well,  but  disaster  was  imminent, 
and  the  crime  is  believed  to  have  been  the  consequence.  An 
inquest  was  held  at  Guernsey  on  February  23,  and  a  verdict 
of  suicide  returned.  The  body  is  buried  in  Guernsey  at 
public  expanse. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 


The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to  pur- 
chase at  the  prices  quoted  here 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  February  23. 

AQl'IETER  tune  lias  been  evident  in  the  markets  this 
week,  but  so  far  as  heavy  chemicals  are  concerned  the 
recent  activity  is  well  maintained  at  the  various  centres. 
The  outstanding  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the  succes- 
sion of  advances  in  the  quicksilver  market,  and  although 
several  theories  are  advanced,  the  one  to  which  most 
credence  is  given  is  that  a  Continental  "bear"  seller  is 
being  subjected  lo  "squeezing"  tactics  by  the  leading 
importer.  .Mercurials  have  thrice  followed  the  advance  in 
metal,  and  since  the  initiation  4A'/.  per  lb.  has  been  added 
to  the  prices.  The  strong  position  of  opium  has  led  to 
a  further  rise  i.i  codeine  of  6il.  per  <>■/,..  following  on  that 
of  10(/.  last  week.  Morphine  is  also  dearer,  makers 
selling  sparingly.  The  Norwegian  cod-fishing  is  still 
delayed  by  stormy  weather,  and  no  material  progress  has 
been  made.  Consequently  sellers  are  reluctant  to  name 
a  price,  or  only  prohibitive  ones,  which  restrict  business  to 
current  requirements.  Menthol  and  Japanese  peppermint 
oil  are  quiet,  and,  if  anything,  a  triHe  easier  ;  American  oil, 
however,  shows  a  rising  tendency  due  to  the  strong 
statistical  position.  Other  changes  include  a  sharp  advance 
in  antimony  due  to  formation  of  a  Convention  among 
refiners.  Ammonia  and  copper  sulphate  arc  dearer. 
Turmeric  is  scarce  and  wanted,  while  holders  of  gentian 
also  ask  higher  rates.  Cnmi:i-.;ee  1  is  lower  and  coriander- 
reed  easier.  Lin  anil  dill  seed  are  scarce.  Turpentine  is 
■dearer  and  shellac  firmer  at  the  close.  The  following  are 
the  principal  changes  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Aloes  (Cape) 

Gamboge 

Coriander- 

Cdmin-seed 

Ammonia 

Honey 

seed 

1  pecacuanha 

sulphate 

(Jamaica) 

Menthol 

(Minas) 

Antimony 

( )range-peel 
Peppermint 

Peppermint 

Benzoin  S  am) 

nil  (-lap. ) 

Buefou 

oil  (Aracr. ) 

( lardamoms 

S  irsaparilla 

( lodeine 

Shellac 

.Mercurials 

Turmeric 

Morphine  salts 

Platinum 

Quicksilver 
Turpentine 

Wood-oil 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen.  February  22  : — The  weather  in  the  Lofoten 
fishing  districts  has  turned  calmer,  and  this  has  led  to  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  fishing.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
price  of  liver  continues  to  rise.  Business  in  cod-liver  oil 
is  quiet,  but  prices  are  firm  at  135.-'.  6d.  for  new  non-freez- 
ing oil. 

New  York.  February  23. — Business  is  quiet.  Opium  is 
(inn  at  $5.25  per  lb.  for  druggists.  Peppermint  oil  is  20  c. 
dearer  at  $2.95  for  "tin"  oil.  Buchu  is  firm  at  $1.25  for 
short-broad.  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  firm  at  $2.75. 
Copaiba  is  firmer  at  39c.  for  Central  and  South  American. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  steady  at  7J,  c.  per  lb. 


Amsterdam  Bark  Auction. 

Amsterdam,  February  23  :— At  the  auction  of  Cinchona 
held  here  to-day  10.428  packages  weighing  924,218  kilos 
were  offered,  containing  the  equivalent  of  58.152  kilos 
quinine  sulphate.  Of  the  above  quantity  9.429  packages 
sold  at  an  average  unit  of  5.03c.  per  half-kilo,  against 
3.06c.  per  half-kilo  paid  at  the  auction;,  on  January  19.  The 
following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  in  the 
bark  purchased  by  the  factories  :  (1)  The.  English  and 
American  factories,  14.868  kilos.  ;  (2)  the  Brunswick  fac- 
tory. 4,628  kilos;  (3)  the  Mannheim  factory,  6,867  kilos.: 
(4)  the  Amsterdam  factory.  2.980  kilos.  ;  (5)  the  Frankfort 
and  Stuttgart  factories,  7,560  kilos;  (6)  the  Maarssen  fac- 
tory. 6.659  kilos.  ;  (7)  various  buyers.  9.476  kilos. 


London  Markets. 

Alcohol. — The  German  Spirit  Centrale  has  determined 
on  a  general  reduction  in  prices  for  denatured  spirit, 
amounting  to  2  pfg.  per  litre.  Alcohol  (90-per-cent.) 
will  in  future  cost  30  pfg.,  and  95-per-cent.  will  cost 
33  pfg.    The  reductions  are  general  throughout  Germany. 

Aniseed  is  firm,  with  business  reported  at  25.*.  per  cwt. 
for  fair  Russian  on  the  spot. 

Anise  Oil,  Star— Quiet  at  4*.  10//.  per  lb.  for  "Red 
ship  "  brand  on  1  he  spot. 

Antimony. — The  combination  among  the  leading  Euro- 
pean antimony-refiners  has  now  been  accomplished  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  with  offices  in  London  and  Paris.  It 
is  understood  that  one  of  the  London  refiners  and  a  large 
Italian  house  are  "outside  "  of  the  Convention.  Since  the 
actual  inception  of  the  Combine  about  a  week  ago,  market 
conditions,  as  generally  expected,  have  appreciably 
strengthened.  Last  week  the  price  of  English  regulus, 
which  was  about  28/.  10s.,  advanced  21.  per  ton.  and  the 
basis-price  of  the  International  Combine  was  raised  on 
Wednesday  to  35/.  per  ton.  Given  a  more  active  demand 
in  view  of  the  control  exercised  by  the  Combine,  the  market 
is  expected  to  go  higher.  In  Japanese  crude  business  has 
been  done  up  to  16/.  10*.  on  the  spot. 

Beroamot  Oil  is  excessively  scarce  on  spct,  and  the 
price  is  nominal;  to  come  forward  from  15s.  9^/.  to  16s', 
c.i.f.  is  quoted  for  38  per  cent. 

Canary-seed  is  firm  owing  to  short  srapplies;  ordinary 
Morocco  is  quoted  44.-..  good  48s.,  and  Turkish,  which  is 
especially  scarce,  48s.  per  quarter.  Spanish  sells  at  55s. 
to  62.-\  6rl.  for  fair  to  good,  and  fine  at  65s.  to  72s.  6d.  per 
quarter.  1 

Cannabis  Indica. — There  is  practically  nothing  to  be 
had  on  the  spot,  and  the  price  is  nominal  at  5  s.  per  lb. 
fi  r  Bombay  tops,  it  is  said  that  advices  have  been  re- 
ceived announcing  that  the  export  duty  from  India  is  to 
be  advanced  by  8r/.  per  lb.  from  April  1.  The  market  of 
loose  East.  African  is  now  cleared  of  all  the  cheaper 
parcels,  and  2s.  is  asked. 

Caraway-seed  is  steady  at  23s.  to  24s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
to  good  Dutch  on  the  spot. 

Cassia  Oil. — Sales  of  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  have  been 
made  at  4s.  6r/.  and  70  to  75  per  cent.  c.a.  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 
spot. 

Chillies. — At  auction  100  bags  Japanese  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  45s.  to  46s.  per  cwt.  for  extra  bold  bright 
red. 

Cinchona. — The  exports  from  Java  during  the  first 
half  of  February  amounted  to  332.000  Amst.  lb.,  against 
548.000  Amst.  lb.  in  1910  and  571.000  Amst,  lb.  in  1909. 

Clove  Oil. — Business  has  been  done  in  B.P.  quality  at 
4s.  4(/.,  but  4s.  6d.  is  now  asked. 

Clove-;. — At  auction  28  bales  Zanzibar  sold  at  l{d.  per 
lb.  for  fair;  8  eases  Penang  realised  llrf.  to  Is.  without 
reserve  for  fair  picked  darkish;  and  32  bags  Seychelles 
sold  at  8f<7.  for  good  bright,  8U/.  for  slightly  perished 
and  mixed,  and  7£<*.  for  "mixed  perished;  30  bags  fair 
Amboyna  were  brought  in  at  9£tf.  per  lb.  Privately  the 
market  has  been  quiet,  with  spct  sales  of  Zanzibar  at 
l^d.  :  to  arrive  there  are  buyers  of  January-March  at 
7§<7.  c.i.f.,  and  sellers  of  March-May  delivery  at 
7  7-16'/.,  and  June-August  at  7  9-16f/. 
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Copper  Sulphate  is  firm  at  19/.  15s.  per  ton  for 
March-April  delivery  for  ordinary  Liverpool  brands. 

Coriander-seed  is  quiet  and  rather  easier  ;  good  Morocco 
has  been  sold  at  20.?.  bd.  and  wormy  at  19*.  per  cwt.  ; 
weathered  is  quoted  16s.  to  17.?.  per  cwt.  according  to 
quality.    Russian  has  been  sold  at  16?.  per  cwt. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — It  is  difficult  to  name  a  figure  at 
which  actual  business  can  be  done  in  new  oil,  as  the  bulk 
of  agents  are  without  firm  offers,  their  principals  being 
unwilling  in  view  of  the  poor  fishing  to  name  a  price. 
In  one  quarter  175?.  c.i.f.  is  given  as  a  "  firm  "  quotation, 
and  in  other  directions  bids  of.  140.?.  would  be  submitted, 
so  that  the  range  of  quotations  is  from  140*.  to  175*. 
c.i.f.  London  for  finest  new  oil.  Buyers  for  the  most 
part  are  holding  aloof  or  only  purchasing  from  hand  to 
mouth.  During  the  week  business  has  been  done  in  new 
oil  at  135.?.  to  140.?.  c.i.f.,  and  at  127.?.  bd.  for  spot  and  close 
at  hand,  for  1910  oil,  but  the  latter  figure  does  not  apply 
to  oil  of  the  finest  Lofoten  quality.  In  the  drug-auctions 
8  barrels  of  rather  yellowish  1909  non-freezing  oil,  Peder 
Devold's  brand,  sold  at  110*.  per  barrel  net. 

According  to  cable  advices  the  catch  and  output  of  cod-liver 
oil  up  to  February  18  are  as  follows  : 

Cod       Livers  for  Yield 
caught      raw  oil       of  C.-l. 

(beet.)  oil  (hect. ) 

Lofoten    1911    ...      276,000    ...       50    ...  265 

Do.    1910    ...      800.000    ...     239    ...  781 

Whole  of    Norway,    1911    ...    3,000.000    ...    1959    ...  2160 
Do.         *     1910    ...    4,600.000    ...    2704    ...  3995 

The  weather  still  continues  very  stormy  and  the  condition  of 
the  livers  remains  poor. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  February  20  giving  the 
following  official  figures: 

1903        1909  1910  1911 
Catch  of  cod  (millions)       ...       4.3         4.8         4.6  3.0 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)    6,000       5,760  4,000  2.160 

Livers  for  ".raw"  oils  (hect.)    2,650       2,760  2,700  1,960 

Stormy  weather  prevailed  during  the  first  part  of  the  week, 
and  only  the  last  day  or  two  has  fishing  commenced.  The 
results  are,  although  far  from  being  satisfactory,  not  at  all 
discouraging.  The  prospects  for  fishing  in  the  eastern  places 
of  Lofoten  have  not  for  many  years  been  so  good  as  this 
year,  but  this  hope  having  failed  so  many  times,  it  is  well  to 
refrain  from  prophesying,  and  await  the  further  course  of 
events.  The  market  is  very  strong,  and  holders  have  raised 
the  price  for  1910  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  to  133s.  6(Z.  per 
barrel  c.i.f. 

The  latest  news  from  London  'Change  is  that  several 
agents  will  submit  offers  of  140?.  to  160?.,  but  "firm" 
prices  are  not  obtainable;  old  oil  (1910)  has  been  sold  at 
from  135.?.  to  150?.  spot. 

Cumin-seed  is  lower  at  31s.  to  32s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco 
and  35.?.  to  37.?.  for  Malta. 

Dill-seed  is  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  small  sales  have 
been  made  at  11.?.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Codeine. — A  further  advance  of  bd.  per  oz.  is  announced 
by  the  makers,  the  official  quotation  for  the  pure  crystals 
being  11*.  6'/.,  muriate  and  sulphate  10*.  8d..  and  the 
phosphate  9s.  10</.  per  oz.  net  cash  for  small  lots  for 
prompt  delivery,  with  the  usual  reduction  of  3<7.  per  oz. 
on  70-oz.  lots  for  delivery  within  six  months,  the  falling 
clause  being  given. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  unchanged,  with  retail  sales  at  8*.  3'/. 
per  cwt.  for  weathered  Morocco  and  10.?.  3(7.  for  good 
bright. 

Gentian  ie  firmer  and  somewhat  scarce  on  spot,  holders 
asking  23.?. 

Lead  Acetate  has  been  in  good  demand  during  the  past 
ten  days  or  so,  and  from  24.?.  bd.  to  25.?.  per  cwt.  ex 
wharf  is  asked  for  white. 

Lemon  Oil  remains  firm  with  4*.  3</.  to  4s.  4(/.  c.i.f. 
quoted  for  shipment,  at  which  business  has  been  done. 

Linseed,  continues  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  good  quality 
is  quoted  75.?.  to  80.?.  per  quarter. 

Menthol  has  been  quiet,  and  although  further  small 
spot  sales  have  been  made  at  17*.  bd.  for  Kobayashi,  there 
are  sellers  at  17*.  3c/.,  which  price  ha.s  also  been  paid  : 
February-March  shipment  is  offered  at  16,?.  3c/.  c.i.f.  In  the 
drug  auctions  4  cases  of  Kobayashi  crystals  were  offered 
and  bought  in  at  20*.  per  lb.    At  the  close,  holders  asked 


17*.  to  17.?.  5(1.  spot,  and  February-March  shipment  16.?.  to 
16*.  3</.  c.i.f. 

Mercurials. — Following  on  the  succession  of  advances 
in  quicksilver,  the  makers  of  mercurials  have  advanced 
their  prices  and  now  quote. as  follows  : — White  precipitate 
3s.  7-2(1-,  corrosive  sublimate  3s. ;  calomel.  3s.  4c/.,  red  pre- 
cipitate 3s.  7^d.,  yellow  oxide  3.?.  10d.,  white  sulphate  3s., 
and  sulphuret  with  sulphur  2s.  10g(/.  per  lb.  These  are 
the  makers'  list  prices,  and  for  assorted  lots  below  2  cwt., 
the  usual  reduction  being  given  on  larger  quantities.  It 
need  hardly  be  said  that  the  market  closes  firm. 

Morphine. — The  makers  have  further  advanced  their 
prices  by  Ad.  per  oz.,  the  quotation  for  hydrochloride 
powder  being  from  7s.  4</.  to  7s.  bd.  per  oz.  for  ordinary 
wholesale,  quantities. 

Opium. — The  position  in  Smyrna,  largely  controlled  by 
speculators,  has  become  accentuated,  rendering  business 
difficult.  Buyers  on  this  side  hold  aloof  from  primary 
markets,  as  prices  here  are  about  2s.  below  the  parity  of 
Smyrna,  from  whence  16.?.  3c/.  c.i.f.  i&  quoted  for  11  per 
cent.,  whereas  11^  per  cent,  can  be  had  on  the  spot  at 
14*.  9r/.  to  15.?.,  and  at  about  these  figures  buyers  would  do' 
well  to  cover  their  requirements.  Persian  has  changed 
hands  at  16*.  spot  for  10  per  cent.,  at  which  price  there- 
are  further  buyers. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  February  10  that  "th'e 
market  lias  been  again  extremely  firm,  and  speculators  ask  an 
advance  of  bd.  per  lb.  The  cold  weather  continues  with  in- 
creased severity,  and  it  is  feared  that  when  the  snow  melts  it 
will  be  found  that  the  poppy  has  been  totally  destroyed.  Prices 
are  nominal,  from  14*.  6'/.  to  16*.  for  manufacturing  descrip- 
tions, and  from  15*.  to  17*.  for  vertis.  No  firm  offers  are  ob- 
tainable, and  holders  are  extremely  reserved.  The  sales 
amounted  to  60  cases,  38  of  which  are  for  U.S.A.,  and  the 
balance  for  interior  and  local  speculators.  A  Smyrna  cor- 
respondent writes  on  February  11  that  the  sales  amounted 
to  58  cases,  of  which  18  were  for  local  speculat  on,  the  rest 
being  bought  for  export  at  pts.  145  for  Karahissar  or  16s. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.  European  ports.  The  snow  continues  to  fall  in  the 
interior,  speculators  are  giving  a  free  rein  to  the  wildest 
suppositions,  and  it  is  probable  that  prices  will  again  be  ad- 
vanced. The  rigorous  weather  which  rules  will  certainly  cause 
injury,  the  importance  of  which  can  only  be  established  after 
say  two  months.  Before  that  date  all  estimates  should  be 
disregarded.  The  arrivals  amounted  to  4,303  oases,  against 
1,899  cases  last  year  at  the  same  date. 

Writing  on  February  17,  a  Smyrna  correspondent  reports 
the  sales  of  seven  cases  extra  Karahissar  for  U.S.A..  and 
seven  for  the  Far  East,  at  15s.  6rZ.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  The  intense- 
cold  continues,  and  sellers  maintain  their  firmness. 

Otto  of  Rose. — Advices  from  Bulgaria  report  a  firm, 
market,  with  the  small  stock*,  well  held.  On  the  spot 
small  lots  of  finest  brands  are  obtainable  at  35s.  per  T.  oz. 

Peppermint  Oil. — The  principal  feature  is  the  very 
firm  and  rising  market  for  American  tin  oil,  the 
various  agents  for  which  quote  from  12s.  3(7.  to  12s.  9(Z. 
to  come  forward  ;  in  one  quarter  a  bid  of  12s.  l^d.  would  be 
submitted,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  business  would  result. 
One  of  the  leading  growers  in  a,  letter  dated  February 
13  reports  that  rather  less  than  15.000  lb.  is  held  in  the- 
WTest.  H.G.H.  is  offered  at  from  14s.  9(/.  to  15*.  Lon- 
don terms.  Japanese  dement  holised  oil  is  quiet,  but 
while  most  holders  maintain  the  price  at  8s.  spot  for 
Kobayashi,  an  occasional  seller  might  be  found  at  a  trifle 
less.  "  At  the  close  holders  quote  Japanese  at  7s.  9d.  to 
7s.  lO^c/.,  which  are  practically  the  c.i.f.  prices. 

Messrs.  McKesson  &  Rabbins,  New  York,  under  date  of 
February  14,  write  to  their  agent,  Mr.  C.  F.  Gerhardt,  as 
follows  :  "There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  sign  of  weakening, 
and  the  dealers  here  believe  that  they  are  justified  in  expect- 
ing a  market  of  about  13.?.  for  Wayne  County  oil.  This  idea 
is  based  on  the  bullish  attitude  of  holders  in  the  country.  The 
position,  according  to  statistics,  is  said  to  be  the  strongest 
since  1903,  the  moderate  yield  in  recent  years  causing  the  held 
over  stocks  .to  be  gradually  absorbed." 

Quicksilver.— After  'Change  last  Thursday  the  first- 
hand price,  as  intimated  in  our  last  report,  wa.s  advanced 
by  10*.  per  buttle  to  9/.  A  further  rise  of  5s.  was  notified 
on  Tuesday,  and  another  of  2s.  6d .  on  Wednesday,  making 
the  quotation  9/.  7s.  bd.  Second-hands  have  sold  at  from 
9/.  to  9/.  5*.,  but  in  view  of  the  uncertain  market  it  is 
difficult  to  get  offers.-    To-day  (Thursday)  the  importers. 
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alter  having  done  a  large  business,  have  again  advanced 
the  price  to  9/.  15s.,  seconds  not  being  offered.  Those  in  a 
position  to  judge  believe  that  the  end  of  the  advance  is 
not  yet  in  sight. 

Saffron  is  firm  at  43s.  6d.  per  lb.  net  for  finest  pure 
Valencia,  which  price  has  been  paid. 

Shellac  is  dearer  with  spot  sales  on  the  basis  of  72s 
to  73*.  per  cwt.  for  fair  TN  Orange.  For  arrival  TN 
for  March-April  shipment  has  been  sold  at  73*.  c.i.f., 
also  A.  C.  Garnet  at  66.--.  c.i.f.  for  .March-April  shipment. 
A  large  business  has  been  done  in  "futures"  at  higher 
rates. 

Soy  is  firm  at  Is.  3?c/.  per  gal.  for  Wochan  brand  on  the 
spot.    In  auction  39  casks  of  this  brand  were  held  at  1*.  4d . 

Turpentine  Oil  has  advanced  a  further  6/1 .  per  cwt., 
closing  at  63s.  3'/.  for  American  on  the  spot. 

Turmeric. — Madias  finger  is  clearer,  30s.  per  cwt.  spot 
being  asked  and  paid  for  fair  bright  finger.  In  Bengal 
business  has  been  done  in  did  crop  at  20.--.  6c/.  c.i.f.,  and 
on  the  spot  21*.  is  asked.  Cochin  split  bulbs  are  quoted 
sellers  at  16*.  to  17*.  spot. 

Wood-oil  has  advanced  to  38*.  per  cwt.  spot  for 
Hankow,  at  which  sales  have  been  made,  and  for  ship- 
ment business  has  been  done  up  to  35*.  3c/.  c.i.f. 

London  Drug-auctions. 

At  the  auctions  of  first-hand  goods  a  fair  quantity  was  dis- 
posed  of  with  a  few  changes  in  prices.  A  large  quantity  of 
Bombay  asafetida  was  withdrawn,  the  limits  being  too  high. 
•Cape  aloes  found  buyers  at  an  advance  of  Is.  to  1*.  6c/.,  and 
full  prices  were  paid  for  Curacao  in  boxes.  Hound  buchu 
hung  lire,  but  small  sales  were  made  privately  after  the  auc- 
tion. For  Sumatra  benzoin,  which  is  extremely  i-carce  and 
wanted,  very  high  rates  were  paid.  Cardamoms  sold 
at  full-up  rates  to  an  occasional  advance  for  the  bold  sizes. 
Gamboge  is  about  II.  dearer,  being  scaroe,  and  for  honey  firm 
prices  were  paid,  especially  for  Jamaica,  which  is  scarce. 
Ipecacuanha  is  neglected,  and  Minas  sold  at  a  slight  decline 
without  reserve.  Orange-peel  met  with  a  good  demand  at 
slightly  better  prices  Rhubarb  is  neglected,  and  native  sar- 
saparilla  is  firmer.  Tinnevelly  senna,  of  common  description, 
realised  fully  previous  rates,  and  for  beeswax  there  was  a 
good  general  demand,  mostly  for  East  Indian  descriptions. 
The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  goods  offered  and 
sold  : 


Offered 

Agar-agar   10  .. 

A  Iocs — 

Cape    22  .. 

'"uracao   42  .. 

Socotrine  (kegs)  10  .. 

Anise  tHuss.)    40  .. 

Anist  oil  (star)   2  .. 

Annatto-seed    17  .. 

Ararob*   3 

Asafetida    267  .. 

Balsam — 

Tolu   3  .. 

Benzoin — 

Siarn    4 

Sumatra   63  .. 

Buclm    ...   15 

•Calumba   51 

( 'aniphor — 

( 'hina  (cr, )   14 

Jap.  ret.   25  .. 

<  'annella  alba    8  .., 

Cardamoms  &  seed  155  .., 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  158  .., 

'C  .sshva   4 

Chiretta   47  „, 

Cinnamon  <.il    4  ... 

('oca-leaves    51  ... 

Cod  liver  oil   8  ... 

Colocynth  pulp  ...  1  ... 

Cuscus    5  J 

Cuttlefish-bone   ...  28  ... 

Dragon's-blood   2  ... 

Ergot    4  ... 

Eucalyptus  oil   42  ... 

(lads    ]Q 

•Gamboge    8  ... 


Sold 
.  10 

22 
13 
0 
0 
0 

.  0 
0 
1 


4 
2 
34 

14 

0 
0 

99 

58 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
1 
0 

13 
0 
0 

12 
0 
4 


Offered 
..  2  .. 
..   72  .. 


Guaiacum  ... 

Gum  acacia 
Honey — 

Haiti    28 

Honolulu    16 

New  Zealand   ...  10 

•Jamaica   „  3 

W.  Indian   17 

Ipecacuanha  — 

Cartagena   4 

B.  1   40 

Matto  Grosso  ...  7 

Minas   9 

Jambul-seed    5 

Kola    7 

Lime-juice  (pns. )  14 

Lime  oil   9 

.Menthol   4 

Myrrh   ]0  . 

Naphthaline   15  . 

Nux  vomica  (ten)...  1  . 

Orange-peel   54  . 

Papaiu    5  . 

Puteha-leaves    47  . 

Rhubarb  (China)...  18  . 

ltuse-petals    5  . 

Sdep    15  . 

S  indarac    8  . 

fciarsaparilla — 

Native  Jam   3  . 

Reedlac    47  . 

S  mega    5  . 

Senna  and  pods- 
Alex   45  .. 

Tinnevelly.   214 

S  >y   39  . 


Sold 

.  2 
.  2 

.  28 

.  16 

.  0 

.  3 

.  17 

.  0 

.  0 
.  2 

.  4 

.  0 
7 

.  2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
54 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 

3 
0 
0 

15 
185 
0 


Offered  Sold 

Squill    6  ...  0 

S„icklac   20  ...  0 

Strophanthus    4L  ...  0 

Tamarinds  (E.  1.)  ..  8  ...  0 

Taraxacum    5  ...  0 

Tonka  beans    1  ...  0 

Tragacanth    79  ...  79 

Turmeric    22  ...  0 


Offered  SM 

Vermilion    2  ...  0 

Wax  (bees') — 

East  Indian    79  ...  32 

Madagascar    17  ...  6 

Nyasaland   7  ...  0 

Sjanish   9  ...  0 

West  Ind   3  ...  3 

Wax,  veg.  (Jap.)...  50  ...  0 


8c/. 


Agar-Agar. — Ten  bales  sold  at  full  prices,  from  Is 
to  Is.  8gf/.  being  paid  for  Kobe  No.  1  quality. 

Aloes. — Cape,  of  which  22  cases  were  offered,  sold  at  an 
advance  of  1*.  to  1*.  6c/.  per  cwt.  for  Mossel  Bay  on  20-per- 
cent, tares.  Good  hard  bright  firsts  realised  from  36*.  to 
06*.  6c/.,  good  seconds  35*.  6c/.,  rather  drossy  seconds  34*., 
ami  ordinary  dull  32*.  per  cwt.  Of  Curacao  13  boxes  sold 
at  irregular  pri«  es,  including  very  good  liver  at  70s.,  dul- 
lish livery  and  capey  mixed  50*.,  capey,  turning  livery  32s., 
and  black  to  dull  capey  32*.  to  33*.  per  cwt.  A  further 
25  boxes  were  held  at  35*.  for  capey.  Good  Socotrine  in 
kegs  was  retired  at  80*. 

Tin'  exports  from  Cape  Colony  during  December  1910 
amounted  to  42.223  lb.  (405/.),  against  55.736  lb.  (500/.)  _  in 
December  1909;  the  exports  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  1910  were  745,190  lb.  (7,526/.),  against  697,176  lb. 
(6,512/.)  in  1909. 

Asafetida. — The  bulk  of  the  offerings,  consisting  of 
Bombay  description  of  mostly  poor  quality,  was  with- 
drawn, being  held  above  market  values.  The  only  sale 
was  a  single  case  of  very  good  blocky  pinky  and  almondy 
gum,  which  realised  16/.  per  cwt. 

Benzoin. — Four  cases  of  Siam  realised  extreme  rates, 
from  28/.  5s.  to  28/.  10*.  being  paid  for  small  to  bold 
loose  almonds  and  25/.  10*.-  for  pea  and  bean  size.  Four 
eases  Sumatra  realised  6/.  15*.  for  fair  almondy  seconds, 
with  slightly  false  packed  ends. 

Buchu.  -Dearer.  For  a  single  bale  of  fair  greenish  but 
very  stalky  short-broad  a  bid  of  4s.  per  lb.  was  refused  in 
auction,  but  the  let  was  afterwards  sold  privately  at  4s.  3c/., 
being  an  advance  of  6c/.  on  the  previous  public  sale.  Good 
green  was  held  at  4s.  6c/.,  and  two  bags  of  greenish  ovals 
old  at  2*.  per  lb.  At  the  clcse  further  s.^.les  of  short-broad 
have  been  made. 

The  exports  from  Cape  Colonv  during  December  1910  were 
6,727  lb.,  valued  at  563/.,  against  13.885  lb,  valued  at  585/.,  in 
December  1909.  The  exports  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  1910  were  273.325  lb.  (24,428/.),  against  260,126  lb. 
(9,666/.)  in  1909.  or  13,199  lb.  more. 

Calumba. — A   parcel   of  51   bags  partly  sold  at  from 
32*.  to  38*.  for  fair  sorts. 

Camphor  (Crude). — Fourteen  cases  China  were  offered 
and  sold  partly  without  reserve  at  from  169*.  to  170*.  per 
c  wt.  net.  no  discount. 

(  AMi-HOR  (Refined). — Two  parcels  consisting  of  25  cases 
were  bought  in,  comprising  1-oz.  tablets  at  1*.  10c/.,  and 
for  ^-oz.  tablets  a  bid  of  1*.  9^c/.  was  refused. 

Cardamoms  met  with  a  fair  demand  at  full  prices  to  an 
occasional  Id.  per  lb.  advance,  the  bolder  sizes  meeting 
with  good  competition.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : 
Ceylon- Mysores — Bold  fine  pale  3*.  Id.  to  5.s  3c/.,  dullish 
to  pale  medium  and  bold  2*.  8c/.  to  2s.  10c/.  ;  small  round 
Mangalore  character  2*.  6c/.,  small  and  medium  palish  to 
pale  2s.  3c/.  to  2s.  5c/.,  brown  and  split  and  pickings  Is.  Id. 
to  Is.  8c/.  per  lb.  Seed,  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  4c/. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— Steady  ;  58  bags  of  1904  crop  sold 
without  reserve  at  from  38*.'  to  38*.  6c/.  per  cwt.  gross  for 
net.  without  discount. 

Coca-leaves  are  becoming  scarce;  26  packages  of  fair 
thin  and  broken  Truxillo  were  retired  at  from  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  2c/.  per  lb. 

Cuscus. — Thirty  bales  of  ordinary  were  bought  in,  a 
private  bid  of  lis.  per  cwt.  having  been  refused. 

Cuttle-fish  Bone.— Thirteen  bales  sold,  chiefly  without 
reserve,  at  from  l±d.  to  lf</.  for  fair  palish  halves  to  small 
pieces.  Another  lot  of  20  mats  from  Persia  was  bought  in 
at  3c/. 

Dragon's-i:lood.— Two  cases  of  good  re-boiled  Singa- 
pore lump  were  bought  in  at  11/.  15v.,  a  bid  of  11/.  2s.  6d. 
being  refused.  1 
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Ee-.ot  —  Three  bags  of  greyish  Spanish  were  bought  in 
at  Us.  bet.,  and  for  a  single  bag  in  another  interest  4s  Id 
was  wanted. 

Eucalyptus  Oil.— Twelve  cases  offered  without  reserve 
and  sold  at  ll^d.  per  lb.  for  75-per-cent.  eucalpytol  (B.P.). 

Gamboge  was  U.  per  cwt.  dearer  ;  3  cases  of  very  fair 
Siam  pipe,  .slightly  damp  and  mixed,  sold  at  13/.  per 
cwt.,  and  a  box  of  pickings  went  at  11/.  5s.  There  is 
•nothing  now  to  be  had  under  13/.  for  commoner  quality, 
*he  drug  having  become  scarce. 

Guaiacum.— Two  cases  of  fair,  slightly  drossy,  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Gum  Acacia.— Fifty  cases  of  fair  palish  Soudan  sorts 
-were  bought  in  at  42*.  6d.,  and  2  serous  of  Mogador-Amrad 
Mere  sold  at  27*.  6//.  for  small,  dusty  sorts. 

Honey  met  with  a  good  demand,  and  practically  all  sold 
■at  full  prices.  Of  Jamaica.  3  barrels  only  offered'  and  sold 
at  35*.  per  cwt.  for  good  palish  pasty,  being  dearer; 
of  St.  Lucia  11  cases  sold  at  25*.  for  brown  setting,  6  casks 
from  St.  Thomas,  W.I.,  realised  25*.,  and  for  3  barrels 
tirom  Haiti  25*.  bd.  for  set  was  taken.  Of  Haiti  a  further 
26  packages  offered  and  sold,  including  palish  to  pale 
•pasty  set  at  from  27*.  to  28*.  6d..  brownish  set  26*.  6'/. 
liquid  sold  at  from  25*.  to  26*.  for  ordinary,  rather  dark- 
ash  and  at  from  26*.  6d.  to  27*.  for  fair  bright. 

Ipecacuanha.— Dull.  The  principal  offering  consisted 
of  40  bales  East  Indian,  which  were  bought  in  at  8*  6d 
per  lb.  The  highest  bid  was  7*.  9d. .  and  the  actual  sellin«-- 
pnee  did  not  transpire.  Cultivated  Minns  was  cheaper, 
3  barrels  of  fair  selling  at  from  7*.  5d.  to  7s  bd  per  lb 
without  reserve,  and  a.  single  bale  at  7*.  10-/..  also  without 
reserve.  For  2  bales  dullish  lean  Matto  Grosso,  8*  Id 
was  paid  without  reserve.  Protected  lots  of  .Matto  Grosso 
were  bought  in  at  8*.  6d.  and  Minas  as  8*.  The  limit 
placed  on  4  packages  of  mostly  common  woody  Cartagena 
was  8*.  per  lb.,  at  which  the  broker  intimated  he  was 
selling.    E.  I.  has  been  sold  at  8*.  since  the  auction. 

Kola.— Steady.  Seven  barrels  of  fair  dried  West 
.Indian  realised  3?d.  per  lb. 

•NATOTHALINK.-Fifteon  casks  of  Belgian  flakes  were 
•oought  in  at  9*.  per  cwt.— no  discount. 

Orange  Peel.— Firmer.  Three  parcels  were  offered 
consisting  of  54  packages  which  met  with  a  ready  demand 
at  an  advance  of  about  %d.  to  Id.  on  the  previous  prices, 
iron,  bd  to  b<d.  being  paid  for  fair  bright  Tripoli  strip 
•and  at  from  5d.  to  5?,/.  for  duller  ditto. 

Papain.— Five  cases  of  pale  and  dark  bmwn  Ceylon 
■crumbs  were  bought  in  at  10-. 

Rhubasb  quiet.  Four  cases  medium  round  Canton 
with  three-quarters  good  pinky  fracture  sold  at  1*.  per 
lb.,  being  steady.  Good  medium  round  Shensi  with 
Mhree-quarter  fair  pinky  fracture,  was  held  at  2*  3tf 
and  small  to  bold  flat  High-dried,  with  three-quarter  fair 
pinky  fracture  and  slightly  dullish  coat,  was  retired 
at  9(/. 

Rose-Petals.— Five  bale-,  of  fair-flavoured  French  were 
limited  at  1*.  9,/.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla.— No  grey  or  Lima  Jamaica  offered  and 
{privately  it  is  scarce  and  wanted.  Three  bales  of  dullish 
red  mixed  native  Jamaica  brought  dearer  prices,  from  10</. 
£o  Is.  being  paid. 

Senega.— Fair  bright  was  limited  at  1*.  10(/.  per  lb.  net. 

Senna.— Tinnevelly  leaf  sold  at  firm  prices,  comprising 
•mostly  ordinary  small  specky  at  from  l-^d.  to  lid.  per 
lb.  and  pods  at  from  l$d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  Fifteen  bales 
•of  Alexandrian  pods  sold  without  reserve  at  from  3c/.  to 
4±d.  per  lb.  for  sea-damaged  and  dark. 

Squill.— Six  bales  of  good,  pale  dried  were  retired 
-at  3£a.  ■ 

Tonka  Beans. — A  single  case  of  partly  foxy  Para  was 
bought  in  at  9s.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees)  in  fair  demand,  especially  for  East  Indian 
•descriptions,  of  which  12  packages  catalogued  had  been 
disposed  prior  to  the  auction.  Ten  cases  unbleached 
■Calcutta  sold  at  6/.  5*.  per  cwt.,  subject  to  seller's 
approval,  and  10  cases  in  another  interest  also  sold  at 
<«his  figure.    No  Jamaica  offered,  but  3  cases  West  Indian 


sold  at  11.  for  fair  red  and  brown.  Six  bags  Madagascar 
realised  11.  2s.  6d.  for  fair  block,  11.  for  sea-damaged, 
and  4  bags  very  dark  Mombasa  found  a  buyer  at 
61.  12*.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

Manchester,  February  21. 

There  is  a  continuance  of  the  good  feeling  noted  in  heavy 
chemicals,  although  bleaching-powoer  is  in  a  shade  less  in- 
quiry uu  ON.port  account.  On  ihe  Otner  Hand,  ueiuaml  tor 
nouie  requirements  is  good.  Caustic  soda  is  in  improved  in- 
quiry at  lull  rates,  and  soda  crystals  and  ammonia  alkali 
ure  in  request,  fealtcaice  is  steady  at  late  rates.  Carbonate 
and  caustic  potasn  are  moving  wen.  Wiute  powdered  arsenic 
rules  m  Outers  tavour  at  trom  10,'.  lis.  o</.  to  1M.  Los., 
delivered  Manchester.  American  acetate  of  lime  is  quoted 
at  til.  lis.  od.  per  ton,  and  grey  at  0/.  IDs.,  c.i.t.  Acetate  of 
soda  is  dull.  Calcium  chloride  is  quoted  1/.  17s.  6(i.  to  21. 
per  ton  at  works,  .Tot  and  peari  asues  are  m  good  inquiry, 
uut  supplies  continue  small,  x  ermaiiganate  ot  pouash  is  steady 
at  6ol.  io  oil.  per  tun  small  crystals.  Alum  is  in  lair  request 
at  ot.  lux.  loose  lump;  o(.  llis.  on.  lump  in  tierces;  and  bl. 
per  ton  ground  m  o^gs,  on  rails  Manchester.  Suipnur  firm. 
a' lowers,  b/.  in  fc-ewt.  uags ;  roll,  u/.  lus.  m  3-cwt.  barrels; 
rock,  0/.  5s.  in  6-CWt.  bag.>  ;  and  recovered  sulphur,  At.  Is.  bd. 
to  4/.  15s.  per  ton  on  lails  at  works,  tjream  ot  tartar  and 
acids  generally  steady  at  recent  advances,  though  oxalic  is 
on  the  easy  side.  Uoal-tar  products  are  quiet,  but  steady. 
Sulphate  oi  ammonia  has  had  a  sharp  ad\ance,  Li>t.  los.  i>d. 
to  idl.  Its.  bet.  per  tori  on  rails  Manchester. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  heavier  demand  has  been  experienced  during  the  past 
week  in  the  heavy-chemical  market,  both  tor  main  and  mis- 
cellaneous products,  and  tins  applies  to  both  home  and  export 
departments.  "Values  continue  very  steaoy  and  without  much 
change. 

Alkali-pboduce. — Bleaching-powder  and  caustic  soda  are 
in  strong  request,  while  ammonia  alkali,  sooa  crystals,  and 
saltcake  are  moving  better.  .Prussiates  and  chlorates  are 
somewhat  on  the  quiet  side. 

Sulphate  of  ammonia. — Further  advances  are  to  be  recorded 
since  last  writing,  and  the  market  has  an  exceptionally  firm 
tone,  so  that  still  higher  figures  are  looked  tor.  .froiiiuu 
parcels  ottered  are  well  taken  up.  Present  nearest  figures: 
lieckton,  April-June,  25-per-cent.  ammonia  guaranteed, 
13/.  lux.  ;  .London  terms,  April-June,  13/.  'Is.  od.  ;  Leith, 
March,  14/.  2s.  bd.,  April  14/.;  Hull,  14/.  2s.  bd.;  and  Liver- 
pool, 14/.  to  14/.  'is.  bd. 

Lead  Salts  are  somewhat  on  the  quiet  side.  White  lead, 
16/.  Ills.,  and  red  lead  lo/.  10s.  to  15/.  los.  per  ton  Tyne. 
White  acetate  of  lead,  22/.  15s.  to  23/.  Brow  n  acetate  of  lead, 
19/.  os.  to  iy/.  10s.  Mitrate  of  lead,  25/.  to  25/.  10s.— all  per 
ton,  less  2g  per  cent.  Gasgow. 

Benzols  continue  to  maintain  a  firm  tone,  and  they  snow 
an  improvement  since  last  quoted.  Present  naked  prices : 
London,  90  per  cent.,  ti^d.  to  9</.,  and  50  per  cent.  ti^d. ;  North, 
Hid.  to  9(/.  and  8^d.  respectively. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  move  steadily  at  un- 
altered figures.  Bichromate  of  potash,  Englisli  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  3gcZ.  per  lb.,  less  5  per  cent.,  and  export  3^d.  per 
II)  net  f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and 
Scotch  deliveries,  id.  per  lb.,  less  5  per  cent.,  and  export  2%d. 
per  lb.  net  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Olive  Oil. 

Messrs.  Harpin  &  Co.,  in  their  report  dated  February  17, 
intimate  an  improved  demand  and  a  moderate  business  in 
Malaga,  Candia,  and  Levant  descriptions  at  steady  to  dearer 
rates ;  but  the  heavy  fall  in  prices  in  Spain  caused  buyers  to 
withdraw,  and  the  market  closed  flat.  The  decline  m  Spain 
of  nearly  4/.  per  ton  within  a  fortnight,  and  at  this  period  of 
the  year,  has  naturally  created  suspicion  as  to  the  veracity  of 
the  reports  of  a  very  small  yield  from  the  last  crop,  and  the 
general  feeling  is  that  it  will  be  safer  to  hold  entirely  aloof 
from  the  arrival  market  and  await  developments  in  Spain. 
Messrs.  Harpin  have  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  bona  fides 
of  the  reports  received  from  their  shippers  in  Spain,  and  the 
question  is  whether  they  (the  shippers)  can  have  been  mis- 
led by  "  coloured "  reports  from  the  growers  or  dealers 
in  the  producing  districts.  Abundant  rains  in  Spain  have 
given  the  trees  a  good  start  for  the  next  crop. 

Poison  Schedule  and  Discount  Circle. — We  have  prepared 
a  card  (5J  x  3^  in.),  with  eyelot  for  hanging  up  in  Pharmacy 
or  Store,  showing  the  Poison  Schedule,  Part  I.  and  Part  II., 
on  the  front,  and  the  Discount  Circle  which  appears  in  the 
Winter  Issue  (p.  153)  on  the  back.  Our  publisher  is  selling 
the  card  at  2d.  a  copy,  post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Memoranda  Sor  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


The  Collection  of  Buchu. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  on  this  subject,  I  beg 
to  state  that  the  Cape  Government  has  not  reduced  the 
area  upon  which  buchu-leaves  may  be  collected.  The 
Forest  Department  does,  however,  every  year  close  cer- 
tain areas,  where  no  collecting  is  allowed  for  a  season,  in 
order  to  afford  the  plants  some  opportunity  of  propagating 
themselves  from  seed.  It  may  be  that  the  rumour  to  which 
you  refer  has  been  spread  by  some  person  who  has  not 
understood  the  working  of  the  regulations  and  who  believes 
that  those  areas  are  to  be  closed  for  all  time.  I  can  only 
add  that  there  is  no  printed  order  or  statement  as  to  the 
closing  of  these  tracts  of  country,  the  orders  being  issued 
departmentally  and  served  direct  to  the  foresters  in  charge. 
I  trust  that  the  above,  may  be  sufficient  to  dispel  the 
rumour  and  to  assure  the  market  that  the  supply  can  be 
relied  upon  to  maintain  itself  for  some  while  at  any  rate. 
Yours  faithfully, 

N.  S.  PlLLANS, 

for  Government  Agriculturist. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Cape  Town,  January  31. 

"Where  the  Pharmacist  Comes  In." 
'  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  you  report,  in  the  C.  dc 
£>.,  February  11,  the  receipt  by  a  chemist  of  a  prescription 
fora5-grain  dose  of  hydrarg.  perchlor.  "  to  be  taken  at  bed- 
time." Curiously  enough  I  received  a  similar  prescription 
about  two  months  ago,  more  serious,  however,  than  the  one 
reported,  as  no  directions  were  given  the  doctor  simply  sign- 
ing his  name  and  qualifications.  I  asked  the  customer  if 
the  doctor  had  told  him  how  it  was  to  be  used,  and  was 
informed  that  half  was  to  be  given  to  the  customer's  wife 
(who  was  very  ill)  at  night,  and  the  remainder  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  sent  hydrarg.  subchlor.,  retained  the  prescription, 
and  wrote  to  the  doctor  pointing  out  the  very  serious  mis- 
take he  had  made.  He  sent  a  very  grateful  letter  in  reply, 
whereupon  I  returned  his  prescription  and  the  letter  ad- 
mitting his  error,  and  considered  the  matter,  as  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  at  an  end.  Chemists  themselves  know  per- 
fectly well  "where  the  pharmacist  comes  in."  They  are. 
speaking  broadly,  doing  good  work,  and  rendering  real 
services  to  the  community,  quite  irrespective  of  any  ques- 
tion of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  They  know,  too, 
where  the  doctor  comes  in,  and  recognise  that  his  services 
to  the  community  are  invaluable.  Chemists  would  be 
among  the  first  to  say  of  doctors.  "  all  honour  to  them." 
Through  the  recent  publication  of  a  one-sided  report  by 
the  Privy  Council,  chemists  have  been  most  disgracefully 
libelled,  and  this  libel  has  been  committed  at  the  direct 
instigation  of  the  General  Medical  Council.  The  object  of 
the  doctors  is  quite  easy  to  see.  They  are  more  concerned 
with  the  commercial  side  of  the  matter  than  with  the  public- 
good  side,  although  they  would  have  us  believe  that  the 
latter  alone  is  what  concerns  them.  The  next  step  is  a 
Royal  Commission,  or  legislation,  or  both.  The  doctors 
mean  business.  They  have  not  set  the  heavy  Government 
machinery  in  motion  without  having  some  very  definite  work 
for  it  to  do.  They  are  well  organised,  and,  as  "  profes- 
sional "  men,  are  likely  to  receive  more  consideration  than 
mere  "tradespeople."  By  the  publication  of  the  book 
"  Secret  Remedies,"  and  by  this  successful  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council,  they  have  shown  in  a  most  decided  manner 
that  they  are  determined  to  fight.  It  has  long  been  tacitly 
considered  that  doctors  are  infallible.    No  one  knows  better 


than  the  chemist  how  far  this  is  from  the  true  state  of 
things.  From  the  very  character  of  the  chemist's  business, 
however,  it  becomes  a  second  nature  to  him  not  to  talk. 
Don't  suppose,  though,  that  he  does  not  observe,  and  think. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  time  he  did  some  talking.  He 
must  defend  himself,  his  very  existence  depends  upon  it. 
It  is  no  use  waiting  as  he  did  with  the  limited  liability 
companies,  putting  off  till  it  is  too  late.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  ask  Government  to  inquire  into  the  conditions  under 
which  dispensing  is  carried  on  in  doctors'  surgeries,  nor 
to  enforce  the  adoption  by  doctors  of  the  poisons  regula- 
tions. If  the  chemist  is  to  defend  himself  at  all,  part  of 
his  defence  must  be  to  carry  war  into  the  enemy's  camp. 
Let  him  use  the  ammunition  the  doctor  has  taught  him  to 
use — viz.,  educate  the  public.  "  Secret  Remedies  "  had  an 
enormous  sale,  and  created  an  enormous  amount  of  interest. 
Let  some  chemists  draw  up  a  good  booklet  of  their  own, 
but  don't  let  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  help  them  to  do 
so.  Let  them  state  their  case  clearly,  and,  above  all.  fairly. 
If  there  are  faults,  admit  them  frankly ;  if  it  is  necessary 
to  strike,  strike  hard. 

Yours  truly, 

Both  Sides.  (204/54.) 
[The  General  Medical  Council  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  "  Secret  Remedies,"  which  emanates  from  the  British 
Medical  Association. — Editor  C.  &  V.] 

The  Proposed  Curriculum. 

A  Silent  Member  (207/63)  who  attended  the  Four  in 
One  meeting  of  Chemists'  Associations  at  the  Frascati 
Restaurant  last  week  submits  the  following  observations  : 

•'  From  the  discussion  it  was  evident  to  me  that  the  draft 
scheme  is  likely  to  undergo  drastic  modifications.  Even  the 
highly  ethical  western  pharmacists  did  not  press  for  the 
scheme  as  outlined,  and  the  voting  for  the  curriculum  would 
have  been  quite  different  to  that  taken  for  a  curriculum.  The 
two  contending  camps  differed  mainly  in  approaching  the 
subject  from  different  points  of  view — professional  and  busi- 
ness— and  both  have  much  truth  in  their  argument  and 
assertions.  From  an  educational  outlook  pure  and  simple, 
no  one  refuted  the  proposition  that  '  a  course  of  study  '  (Mr. 
White's  jocular  alternative  for  a  curriculum)  of  some  kind  is 
desirable,  but  the  business  men  contend  that  pharmacy  in  its 
present  condition  does  not  warrant  any  change.  It  impressed 
me  that  the  opposition  was  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  amount 
of  dispensing  that  the  speaker  obtains  in  his  business.  The 
reports  of  chemists'  association  meetings  also  show  that  the 
further  the  association  is  removed  from  the  influence  of  the 
large  towns,  the  less  is  the  desire  for  a  curriculum.  The  ap- 
prenticeship question  was  mentioned  far  more  frequently 
than  the  curriculum,  and  although  no  one  put  the  idea  into 
actual  words,  thfi  trend  of  the  speeches  implied  that  the 
failure  of  the  former  necessitates  compulsory  technical  train- 
ing in  pharmaceutical  and  allied  subjects.  This  is  no  doubt 
the  key  of  the  problem,  and  the  Councillors  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  arc  apparently  resolved  to  make  a  curri- 
culum the  price  to  pay  for  the  division  of  the  Minor.  But  the 
fluid  j)ro  rjuo  in  the  proposed  scheme  is  manifestly  unequal, 
and  even  if,  as  there  seems  every  prospect,  the  compulsory 
classes  for  the  Intermediate  are  dropped,  the  industrious  and 
capable  youth  is  to  be  penalised  most  of  all.  Granted  that, 
he  is  in  a  minority,  yet  his  rights  ought  to  be  considered. 
Your  '  Corner  for  Students'  proves  that  country  apprentices 
find  time  to  make  themselves  proficient  in  simple  analyses. 
Many  masters  allow  their  apprentices  opportunity  for  making 
galenicals  and  give  some  guidance  in  elementary  science. 
Such  students  of  average  intelligence  merely  require  their 
knowledge  rounding  off  to  take  the  Minor  with  ease,  yet  for 
the  sake,  of  the  majority  they  are  to  suffer  severely  in  a 
pecuniary  sense.  While  deferring  to  the  rule  of  the  greatest 
good  for  the  greatest  number,  some  effort  should  be  made  to 
conserve  one  of  the  real  values  of  apprenticeship — the  acquir- 
ing of  knowledge  of  practical  pharmacy  in  the  retail  labora- 
tory and  dispensary.  Under  the  draft  scheme,  which  is 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  dispensing  requirements,  there 
is  every  danger  of  this  sound  practice  being  replaced  by 
academical  work.  That  the  latter  proves  an  inefficient  sub- 
stitute, largely  owing  to  the  cost  of  the  raw  materials  in 
pharmaceutical  operations,  is  evident,  in  the  examination  re- 
sults for  years  past,  for  much  of  the  tuition  in  practical  phar- 
macy at  schools  of  pharmacy  consists  of  trick  dispensing.  1 
feel  very  strongly  that  the  Council's  scheme  is  premature. 
It  is  too  "  West-endy,'  and  shows  ignorance  of  the  educational 
and  pharmaceutical  conditions  in  the  rural  and  manufac- 
turing districts  of  the  country." 

Mr.  J.  C.  Shenstone,  F.L.S.,  in  the  course  of  a  com- 
munication on  this  subject,  pleads  for  more  consideration 
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of  the  apprentice,  and  emphasises  the  importance  of  pass- 
ing the  Preliminary  examination  early,  and  that  tome 
provision  should  be  made  for  getting  rid  of  those  appren- 
tices who  promise  to  be  failures.  To  accomplish  this  he 
makes  the  following  suggestions  : 

"  A  youth  should  be  required  to  communicate  with  the  Regis- 
trar of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the  commencement  of 
his' training  in  a  pharmacy.  Should  he  have  already  passed 
his  Preliminary  examination  or  its  equivalent,  he  would  at 
once  be  registered  as  a  student,  and  after  a  three  years' 
interval  might  present  himself  for  the  Qualifying  examina- 
tion. Otherwise  his  name  should  be  entered  upon  a  suspt  nded 
list.  Information  should  be  sent  to  him  as  to  the  educational 
requirements  of  the  Society,  and  advice  should  be  tendered 
as  to  how  best  to  obtain  the  necessary  instruction  to  enable 
him  to  pass  his  Preliminary  examination.  Should  he  pass 
this  examination  within  one  year,  or  at  most  fifteen  months, 
his  name  would  be  duly  entered  as  a  student,  and  he  would 
be  credited  with  the  period  he  had  already  served  in  a  phar- 
macy; but  should  he  fail  to  pass  the  Preliminary  examination 
or  its  equivalent  within  the  period,  his  name  would  be  re- 
moved from  the  list  of  suspended  students  of  pharmacy,  and 
he  should  be  advised  as  to  the  desirability  of  turning  his 
attention  to  some  occupation  which  offered  him  better  pros- 
pects. By  this  means  we  might  effectually  eliminate  from 
our  ranks  many  undesirable  men,  and  retain  those  desirable 
men  whose  education  was  somewhat  backward." 

[This,  we  expect,  would  under  section  vi.  of  the  1868  Act 
be  ultra  vires.  By  that  section  the  examiners  are 
"  required  to  examine  all  such  persons  as  shall  tender  them- 
selcves  for  examination." — Editor  C.  it'  D.]  Mr.  Shenstone 
proceeds  in  his  elaboration  thus  : 

"  Having  got  into  touch  with  the  apprentice  in  his  early 
years,  the  Society  would  do  well  to  take  steps  to  encourage 
him  to  use  his  time  profitably.  Many  of  our  apprentices  learn 
their  art  in  small  towns,  so  situated  that  it  is  practically  im- 
possible for  them  to  obtain  guidance  in  carrying  out  pre- 
paratory courses  of  study  during  their  apprenticeship.  Con- 
sequently their  minds  run  fallow  for  some  years,  and  they 
are  at  great  disadvantage  when  they  seriously  attempt  to 
prepare  for  their  Qualifying  examination.  The  importance 
of  encouraging  apprentices  to  continue  their  studies  in  a 
systematic  manner,  during  apprenticeship,  is  now  well  recog- 
nised;  in  some  of  our  engineering  works  attendance  at  the 
classes  of  the  local  technical  schools  is  made  compulsory 
during  apprenticeship.  In  one  town  in  the  Eastern  Counties 
this  rule  has  been  adopted  by  all  the  engineering  firms. 
Chemists'  apprentices  are,  however,  so  scattered  among  our 
small  towns  and  villages  that  at  present  it  is  practically  im- 
possible for  them  to  get  any  guidance  or  assistance  in  pre- 
paratory courses  of  study  during  apprenticeship,  with  the 
result  that  they  are  often  much  handicapped  later  in  life.  I 
would  make  the  following  suggestion  for  surmounting  this 
obvious  difficulty  : 

"  Fur  many  years  past  a  system  of  postal  education  has 
proved  quite  successful  in  assisting  young  men  to  prepare  for 
taking  examinations,  for  some  Civil  Service  appointments,  for 
the  legal  profession,  and  for  other  careers.  In  the  '  Corner 
for  Students'  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  we  have  a  some- 
what similar  plan,  which  has  proved  of  great  service  among 
young  pharmacists.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  coulj 
be  done  by  means  of  a  postal  system  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments of  pharmacy.  The  cost  of  such  a  system  would  be 
moderate,  and  would  be  saved  many  times  over  at  a  later 
stage.  A  student  who  started  his  work  at  our  schools  of 
pharmacy,  after  having  acquired  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  mental  training  required  for  his  examinations,  and  who 
had  kept  up  habit  of  study  under  the  guidance  of  efficient 
teachers,  would  obviously  be  at  a  very  ejreat  advantage  over 
the  man  whose  mind  had  lain  fallow  for  some  year*.  Much 
of  the  botany  required  by  the  pharmacist  could  certainly  be 
well  taught  bv  this  method.  Materia  medica  would  also  lend 
itself  admirably  for  treatment  by  the  postal  system.  The 
student  could  push  forward  his  study  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. Prescription-reading  could  be  dealt  with,  and  some 
progress  made  in  Pharmacy.  Knowledge  acquired  bv  steady 
work  extending  over  some  years  is  of  far  more  value  than  that 
rapidly  assimilated  within  the  space  of  a  few  months.  When 
the  student  attended  a  school  of  pharmacy  at  a  later  stage, 
he  would  concentrate  his  mind  upon  the  experimental  and 
practical  work  which  requires  personal  demonstration.  Those 
who  reside  within  roach  of  technical  schools  might  be  advised 
as  to  how  they  could  best  use  the  facilities  offered,  in  con- 
junction with  the  postal  system.  But.  unfortunately,  the 
classes  conducted  at  technical  schools  only  occasionally  cover 
the  ground  required  by  pharmacists." 

Mr.  Shenstone  proceeds  to  deal  with  the  desirability  of 
dividing  the  Qualifying  examination,  and  concludes  by  say- 


ing that  "whilst  an  enforced  curriculum  is  at  present 
undesirable,  a  complete  reconsideration  and  revision  of  our 
educational  system  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  good  results. 
This  view  has  forced  itself  upon  my  attention,  through  the 
insight  I  have  gained  in  the  active  progressive  work  which 
is  being  accomplished  in  our  technical  institutions,  and 
which  threatens  to  overshadow  the  more  modest  work 
carried  on  in  connection  with  pharmacy." 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Addendum. 

Mr.  T.  Whales,  chemist,  41  London  Road,  Southwark,  S.E., 
writing  in  regard  to  our  report  of  an  inquest  held  by  Dr. 
Waldo  last  week  (C.  <h  I).,  February  18.  index  folio'  241). 
states  that  the  warning  given  by  a  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
doctor  was  against  chemists  in  general,  and  had  no  reference 
to  Mr.  Whales  individually.  One  of  the  witnesses  at  the  in- 
quest went  so  far  as  to  say  that  ''  all  the  people  had  great 
faith  in  Mr.  Whales."' 

A  Winter  Butterfly. 

The  insect  which  you  have  sent  to  me  for  identification  is 
a  small  tortoiseshell  butterfly  (Vanessa  Urticce),  and  I  am  re- 
turning you,  along  with  your  specimen,  another  one  of  the 
insect  with  its  wings  expanded,  also  sketches  showing  the  life 
history.  (In  fig.  4,  on  the  left  is  drawn  the  original  butter- 
fly, and  on  the  right  is  a  reproduction  of  Mr.  Jones's 
specimen.)  In  the  summer  months  there  may  be  commonly 
found  little  colonies  of  dark-brown  spiny  caterpillars  feeding 
gregariously  on  nettle  (fig.  2).  They  feed  up  rapidly,  and 
hang  themselves  up  by  the  tail  to  pupate  (fig.  3).  They  re- 
main not  many  days  in  the  pupa  state,  emerging  as  the 
brightly  coloured  tortoiseshell  butterflies,  often  called  by 
children  "  French  "  butterflies.  The  earlier  insects  produce 
a  second  brood,  which  reach  the  perfect  state  in  the  autumn, 
and  on  the  approach  of  the  cold  weather  these  butterflies 
seek  the  shelter  of  dark  corners  in  barns,  stacks,  crevices  in 
tree-trunks,  and  similar  places,  often  entering  rooms  to  hide 
in  folds  of  the  curtains,  etc.    There  they  sleep  (hybernate)  all 


winter — a  warm  spring  day  coaxes  them  out  for  a  short  fly 
in  the  sunshine — and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  butterflies 
of  the  ensuing  summer.  The  life  history  is  a  very  pretty 
one ;  the  species  is  very  common,  and  it  is  quite  one  of  the 
easiest  to  rear  in  captivity  for  observation.  As  regards  Mr. 
Valpy's  insect,  if  it  actually  emerged  on  January  27  from  a 
chrysalis  formed  some  time  last  year,  that  is  certainly  a  most 
unusual  occurrence;  but  might  I  ask  your  correspondent  to 
make  quite  certain  that  an  insect  has  actually  emerged  from 
his  chrysalis,  and  he  might  compare  the  chrysalis  with  the 
drawing  I  give?  One  thing  is  quite  certain:  the  insect  I 
have  before  me  never  came  from  any  chrysalis  which  had  a 
cocoon.  I  think  it  much  more  likely  the  butterfly  found  its 
way  into  the  shop  during  autumn,  and  went  to  sleep  in  some 
corner,  simply  waking  up  and  finding  its  way  towards  the 
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radiator  because  of  a  temporarily  warmer  atmosphere.  And 
1  h at.  the  chrysalis  "  on  the  wall  above  the  radiator  "  is  simply 
in.  statu  quo. — F.  Purnell  Jones,  F.E.S.  (Secretary  of  Dai/ 
A  Sons  Crewe,  Lim.) 

Post-qualification  Studit  s. 
The  habit  of  study  is  good,  and  should  not  be  discontinued 
alter  qualifying.  The  most  obvious  lines  tor  a  Minor  man 
to  take  up  are  optics,  photography,  urine-analysis,  and  pre- 
scribing. I  desire  to  hear  the  opinions  of  some  who  have 
taken  up  these  subjects,  how  they  did  it,  and  the  results. 
Will  some  oblige  ?—£?.  F.  L.  (202/49.) 

A  Warning. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Mascarenhds,  F.C.S..  King  William  Cham- 
bers, London,  E.G.,  desires  to  caution  the  trade  (wholesale 
and  retail)  and  analytical  chemists  against  the  false  repre- 
sentations of  a  young  man  by  whom  he  has  been  victimised. 
This  plausible  fellow  has  evidently  called  on  several  chemists 
in  London,  representing  himself  to  be  a  chemist,  and  offering 
his  services  in  consideration  of  an  advance  of  money,  and  also 
stating  that  he  is  well  connected  with  the  trade  and  is  able 
to  influence  important  business,  and  for  this  purpose  resorts 
to  uttering  bogus  orders  and  false  signatures.  He  has  in  his 
possession  a  few  of  Dr.  Mascarenhas's  business-cards,  and  the 
doctor  desires  to  warn  anybody  against  the  production  of  one 
of  these  cards  for  any  purpose. 

Legal  Queries. 

Consult  the  Legal  Advice  Section  of  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists 
Diary,"  1911  p.  435,  before  wridng  about  your  difficulty. 

It.  M.  /,'.  (209/33). --No  Dental  Bill  was  passed  by  Parlia- 
ment last  Session,  nor  was  one  introduced. 

A'.  }".  Z.  (210/46).— A  tenant  is  entitled  to  deduct  land-tax 
from  the  rent,  but  not  house-duty.  The  former  is  a  charge 
upon  the  landlord  and  the  latter  upon  the  tenant,  unless  there 
is  an  agreement  to  the  contrary  between  them. 

/.  /.  (206/1).— Ext.  cannabis  indiea;  is  not  on  the  Poisons 
Schedule  of  Great  Britain.  Black  wash  is  brought  in  through 
the  entry  "  all  oxides  of  mercury,"  and  black  wash  contains 
black  mercurous  oxide.  The  principle  di  mini  mis  nun  curat 
lex  may  apply  in  this  case,  but  (hat  has  to  be  determined  by 
a  court  of  law. 

Station  (208/11)  desires  to  terminate  a  lease  with  his  land- 
lord, and  asks  if,  in  the  event  of  his  breaking  any  of  the 
covenants,  the  lease  is  broken  and  the  landlord  resumes  pos- 
session, or  whether  he  has  the  option  of  doing  so  ?  ["  Student  " 
is  not  entitled  to  terminate  his  lease  by  merely  omitting  to 
comply  with  one  of  the  covenants.  The  option  to  terminate 
in  case  of  breach  by  the  tenant  is  with  the  landlord,  and  not 
with  the  tenant.] 

ltydc  (194/6)  asks  the  following  questions:  (1)  Can 
ordinary  methylated  spirit  be  used  as  an  ingredient  in  a  hair- 
dressing  without  special  permission  ?  [Yes,  if  the  user  is  not  a 
retailer  of  methylated  spirir.  If  a  retailer,  he  must  obtain 
]>crmission  from  the  Board  cf  Customs  and  Excise.]  (2)  Dees 
an  eye-lotion  containing  vin.  coii  jj.  and  aq.  laurcceras-i  £ss 
require  to  bo  labelled  "Poison"  or  "Poisonous"? 
["Poison":  "Poisonous"  is  reserved  for  the  substances 
mentioned  in  Section  5  of  the  1908  Act.]  (3)  Does  a  "  Pick- 
me-up  "  mixture  containing  a  small  -dose  of  tinct.  nucis  vom. 
require  to  be  labelled  "Poison"  or  "Poisonous"? 
["  Poison,''  if  the  principle  (7r  minimis  nun  curat  lex  does  not 
apply.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  given  in  this  section  during 
the  past  twelve  months.  When  references  are  given  to  past 
issues,  these  should  be  consulted.  Bick  numbers  for  the  past 
five  years  can  generally  be  obtained  from  our  offire  at  the 
published  prices.  We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report 
upon  proprietary  articles. 


Hibernicus  (197/41). — Pankreon  is  a  tannin  pancreatin  com- 
pound obtained  by  the  action  of  tannin  on  pancreatic  sub- 
stance. It  contains  10  per  cent  of  tannin,  and  develops  its 
action  rapidly  in  the  alkaline  intestinal  fluids.  It  is  a  pro- 
prietary preparation  and  chiefly  employed  for  diarrhcea. 

E.  L.  (171/57).— Food-units.— The  difference  you  observe 
in  the  analytical  results  and  the  food-units  of  the  cattle-food 
depends  upon  the  ratio  of  the  hydrocarbons,  carbohydrates, 
and  albuminoid  constituents  which  have  generally  accepted 
nutritive  values.  Assuming,  for  example,  that  carbohydrates 
and  fat  act  in  the  same  general  way  in  nourishing  the  sys- 
tem, but  that  the  latter  is  2.4  times  as  efficient  as  the  former, 
the  sum  of  the  values  of  these  two  is  obtained  by  multiplying 
the  amount  of  fat  by  2.4  and  adding  the  product  to  the 
carbohydrates. 


n  P  (197/52).—  Green  Ink  for  Stylographic '  Pens  is  made 
by  dissolving. one  part  of  one  of  the  following  aniline  dyes, 
in  from  50  to  80  parts  of  water  :  - 
Neptune  green  S.G. 
Light  green  S.  F.  (yellowish). 
Light  ■  green..S.F.  (bluish). 
Diamond  green  G.  and  B. 

No  mucilage  should  be  added,  as  this  tends  to  counteract, 
the  characteristic  fluidity  of  .  the  aniline  inks. 

L.  A.  W.  (192/7). — Laudanum-habit.— It . is  practically  -im- 
possible to  cure  the  laudanum-habit  unless  the  patient  is  under 
control  in  an  institution.  The  subterfuges  resorted  to  by 
such  patients  even  when  under  control  are  almost  incredible, 
the  whole  moral  nature  being  perverted.  - 

P.  P.  P.  (192, TO).— Skin-trouble.— It  is  quite  likely  that 
the  crop  of  boils  from  which  your  customer  is  suffering  is 
aggravated  or  even  caused  by  the  prolonged  dosing  with 
potassium  iodide  which  he  has  had.  Give  him  a  placebo- 
and  let  him  rub  himself  well  with  sulphur  ointment  once  or 
twice  followed  next  day  and  frequently  afterwards  by  hot 
baths'-  but  be  sure,  first,  that  he  has  not  been  taking  mercury 
for  some  time.  If  this  fails,  a  few  injections  of  staphylococcic- 
vaccine  offer  the  most  likely  chance  of  a  cure,  but  these 
should  only  bo  given  by  a  medical  man. 

Liverpool  (204/15).— (1)  Who  was  "  Sir  Andrew  Wilson"? 
We  do  not  know  anyone  of  that-  name  who  said  "  pills  should, 
never  be  put  in  wood  or  paper  boxes,  only  ,  in  glass  bottles.' 
Sir  Andrew  Clark  may  have  said  so  ;  and  if  we  had  dispensed 
for  Sir  Andrew's  patients,  we  certainly  would  have  dispensed-' 
pills  in  bottles,  and  charged  accordingly.  There  is  a  Dr. 
Andrew  Wilson,  a  health  lecturer;  perhaps  it  is  he  whom- 
vou  are  thinking  of.    (2)  Graphite  is  black  lead.' 

Mars  (186/6).— Chemists  and  the  Territorials.— The  special' 
arrangements  which  were  made  whereby  chemists  acting  in 
the  RA.M.C.  were  to  be  given  honorary  commissioned  rank 
fell  through,  and  were  not,  in  consequence,  put  in  force. 

Perplexed  (210/3).— You  have  written  on  both  sides  of  the 
paper  contrary  to  the  rules  which  govern  this  section.  Any- 
thing writterrfor  printing  should  be  written  on  one  side  of 
the  paper  onlv,  so  that  the  printers  may  distribute  it  (as  would 
be  necessary  'in  this  case)  to  several  compositors,  who  would- 
set  it  up  simultaneously,  and  thus  save  time. 

Other  correspondence  and  replies  are  unavoidably  re- 
served. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  February  Is,  i86p 

Trade-eutt'ng. 

(Letter  to  the  Editor.) 
Sir,  In  your  December  number  you  have  an  article  orv 
"Cutting."  My  attention  was  drawn  to  it  by  a  neighbour- 
ing chemist,  and  I  must  say  I  felt  delighted  to  find  your 
pages  open  for  communications  on  a  subject  so  important  to 
those  who  desire  the  maintenance  of  the  respectability  and 
welfare  of  our  business.  This  system  is  now  painfully  notice- 
able in  most  parts  of  the  country,  but  perhaps  nowhere  is  it 
carried  out  with  more  boldness  than  at  the  East  End  of 
London.  Here,  men  are  not  satisfied  with  dispensing  a  pre- 
scription for  8d.,  for  which  they  know  the  regular  charge- 
to  be  Is.,  but  actuallv  publish  their  price-lists  in  the  weekly- 
local  papers.  Surelv  something  may  be  done  to  arrest 
Ibis  si  ate  of  things.  The  business  affords  but  a  poor  remuner- 
ation under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  but  when 
thus  treated  it  is,  of  course,  made  much  worse.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  assistants  get  badly  paid,  and  it  is  no  wonder- 
(hat  we  who  refuse  to  compromise  our  sense  of  right,  declin- 
ing to  descend  to  the  low  prices,  should  suffer  in  pocket,  To- 
be  constantly  told  by  our  customers  that  they  can  go  to- 
Church  Street,  Bethnal  Green,  Crown  Street,  Finsbury,  or 
elsewhere,  and  purchase  their  articles  at  about  two-thirds  the 
generally  recognised  price,  is  indeed  trying,  and  particularly 
when  we  couple  this  to  the  fact  that  by  these  cutting-men  are 
our  neighbourhoods  drained  of  pretty  nearly  all  prescript-ion. 
customers,  as  well  as  those  who  are  consumers  of  manufac- 
turing chemicals,  etc.  There  can  be  nothing  said  against  a 
man's  striving  hard  to  increase  his  business,  so  long  as  he 
has  recourse  to  straightforward,  respectable  means,  but  as 
soon  as  he  begins  the  plan  of  under-selling,  whether  openly 
or  secretly— the  latter  being  the  more  contemptible— he  cer- 
tainly forfeits  the  respect  of  his  fellow-chemists.  Hoping 
the  above  remarks  will  call  forth  others  of  a  more  practical 
kind,  and  that  ere  this  subject  is  allowed  to  subside  we  may- 
be refreshed  with  the  assurance  that  "Cutting"  has  no  sup- 
porters in  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist, 

A  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 
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DCKTAKING  Surplus.— 10  tell-tale  syrup,  5s.  :  10  bd.  top-not 

dressing,  2s.  6(1.  ;  5  Is.  Chase's  beetle-cure,  2s.  bd.;  16  Wyi. 
Clarke's  ammonia,  6s.  bd. ;  5  Is.  Jeyes'  powder,  2s.  bd.  j  10  2s. 
Seeger's  dye,  8s. ;  9  13Jd.  and  2  2s.  Sd.  A.  &  P.  cures,  5s. ;  3  doz. 
4<Z.  Oowana  soap,  6s.;  4  doz.  bd.  tooth-brushes,  10s.;  9  doz.  bd. 
Shirley's  tips,  13s.  bd.  ;  4  doz.  bd.  tooth-brushes,  10s.  ;  4  100  John- 
son's digestive  tablets,  3s.  ;  6  2s.  9d.  Jacobs  oil,  10s. ;  2  2s.  9(/. 
Hearne's  mixture,  3s. ;  J  gross  4Jrf.  sponges  (honeycomb),  10s.  ; 
3  doz.  b^d.  perfumes  (sprinklers),  10s.  ;  2  doz.  Is.  ditto,  12s.  bd.  ; 
1  doz.  2s.  asthma  cigarettes,  2s.  bd.  ;  1  doz.  Is.  bd.  hair  brushes, 
10s.;  7  lb.  antifebrin,  5s.;  1  lb.  fol.  buchu,  4s.;  J  gross  bd. 
French  soaps,  5s.  ;  1  doz.  assorted  Is.  puff-boxes,  6s. ;  1  doz. 
4|(2.  celluloid  soap-boxes,  2s. ;  1  doz.  %d.  celluloid  mirrors, 
2«.  bd.;  2  doz.  Is.  dressing  combs,  white,  12s.  ;  1  doz.  is.  shaving- 
pots,  6s.  ;  small  lots  of  artistic  cartons  and  labels.  Pebcivals, 
Cash  Chemists,  Walthamstow. 


WANTED. 

RPLUS  cod-liver  oil.    185/13,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
COND-HAND  dental  engine,  chair.    185/103,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
ILED  toilet-soap  wanted;  any  quantity.    186/6,  Office   of  this 
Paper. 

TEST  edition  "  P.J.  Formulas."  State  lowest  price,  191/39,  Office 
of  this  Paper. 

TICAL   trial-case,   also   "  Pharmaceutical   Formulas."  Price, 

Walker,  18  Cavendish  Street,  North. 
TETERINARY  Counter  Practice."    State  lowest  price,  E.  Hobson, 

648  Attercliffe  Road,  Sheffield. 

PHONS,  30-oz.,  second-hand,  about  gross.    State  price,  carriage 

paid,  Belsheb,  Chemist,  Bloxwich. 
'LATE  reflex  camera,   brass  veterinary  syringe.  Particulars, 

price,  Telfoed,  Chemist,  Banagher. 
)VEiRTISER  wishes  to  correspond  with  recent  graduate  in  optics. 

Address,  189/25,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
!BE  refractometer,  second-hand,  complete,  in  perfect  order.  D.  &  J. 

Fowler,  Ltd.,  2  Lime  Street  Square,  E.C. 
ICOND-HAND  marble  mortar  with  long  pestle  wanted,  capacity 

4  gals,  or  upwards.    Spring  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brigg,  Lines. 
)RD  &  LORD'S  "Homoeopathic  Veterinary  Treatment,"  or  other 

similar  work,  modern.    Lowest  price  to  F.  J.  Wellee,  Ewhurst, 

Surrey. 

?TICAL  books;  Minor,  Major,  Chemists'  books;  send  prepaid  for 
valuation ;  cash  offers  per  return.  Goweb,  Bookseller,  Waterloo 
Liverpool. 

1COND-HAND  window-enclosure,  length  12  ft.,  with  glass  shelves, 
counter  with  cases,  also  wall-cases.  Full  particulars  to  "  Jones  " 
189/10,  Office  of  this  Pa.per. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

3DRESS  of  advertiser  "  Belgrave "  (193/36)  this  Supplement 
wanted  by  "  Chemist  and  Druggist." 


iternational  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Seventh  Congress  was  held 
London  from  May  27  to  June  2,  1909,  under  the  presi- 
Micy  of  Sir  William  Ramsay,  K.C.B.,  F.E.S.  The  official 
port  of  the  Congress  has  now  been  issued  in  eighteen  vol- 
nes,  the  first  of  which  covers  the  organisation  of  the  Con- 
fess and  other  general  meetings.  The  other  volumes  relate 
the  sections  and  sub-sections.  Each  is  bound  in  bluish- 
'ey  paper,  the  smallest  being  that  devoted  to  Section  VIa 
tarch),  which  is  80  pp.,  and  the  largest,  Section  VIIIc 
)romotology — i.e.,  the  chemistry  of  foodstuffs  and 
lied  products),  nearly  400  pp.  Section  VIIIb  was 
evoted  to  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  and  Mr.  N.  H. 
tartin,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  President.  This  volume 
stands  to  145  pp.,  and  contains  the  President's  address 
l  full  and  all  the  papers  that  were  contributed,  most  of 
lem  being  in  abstract  and  in  the  language  in  which  they 
•ere  written.  Appended  to  each  paper  axe  abstracts  of 
is  remarks  made  by  the  different  speakers — also  in  the 
riginal  language.  The  eighteen  volumes  are  a  more 
ran  generous  return  for  the  membership  subscription,  and 
le  editors  and  committee  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
lorough  manner  in  which  the  reports  have  been  produced. 
?he  editors  are  Sir  William  Ramsay  and  Mr.  William 
lacnab,  and  they  were  assisted  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Harrison,  who 
cted  as  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry  Section. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

This  section  of  the  "  C.  &  D."  is  reserved  for  advance  notices 
of  meetings  or  other  events  which  are  sent  to  the  Editor  by 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings,  etc.,  occur. 


Tuesday,  February  28. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.,  at  3  p.m.  Dr.  A.  E.  H.  Tutton  on  "Crystalline 
Structure:  Mineral."    (Lecture  1.) 

Wednesday,  March  1. 

Leeds  Chemists''  Association,  Grand  Restaurant,  Boar  Lane, 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  W.  L.  Cuwie  (Vice-President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society)  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Chater  on  "  Local  Or- 
ganisation." 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Birminff- 

ham,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson  on  "  The  Curriculum." 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square.  London,  W.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 
Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonchouse  Association  of  Phar- 
macists, at  8  p.m.    Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  barrister-at- 

law,  on  "  Poisons." 
Royal  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C., 

at  8  p.m.    Dr.  Leonard  Hill  on  "  Caisson  Sickness  and 

Compressed  Air." 

Thursdiy,SMareh  2. 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 

Street,  London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Social  evening. 
Great    Yarmouth    Pharmaceutical    Association,    156  King 

Street,  at  8  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 
Leicester    Chemists'    Association,    Oriental    Cafe.  Annual 

dinner. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  Colquitt 
Street,  at  7.15  p.m.  Whist-drive.  Tickets  (2s.  each)  from 
the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr.  A.  Steen  Barr,  18  Rutland 
Avenue,  and  Mr  J.  Humphreys  Jones,  18  Colquitt  Street. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. — North  Stafford 
Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent,  at  5.30  p.m.  Annual  dinner. 
Tickets  [5s.  bd.  each)  from  Mr.  Thos.  Bentley,  Hon.  Sec- 
retary, Park  Pharmacy,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  London,  W.,  at  8.30  p.m. 
Among  the  papers  to  be  communicated  are  the  following  : 
"  Potassium  Cupricarbonates,"  by  Mr.  S.  U.  Pickering, 
and  "The  Constituents  of  Witharia  Somnifera,"  by  Dr. 
F.  B.  Power  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Salway. 

Friday,  March  3. 

Royal  institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
'  dilly,  London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Mr.  F.  A.  Dixey,  M.D.,  on 
"  Scents  of  Butterflies." 

Saturday,  March  4. 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, London,  W.,  at  3  p.m.    Professor  Sir  J.  J.  Thom- 
son on  "  Radiant  Energy  and  Matter."    (Lecture  1.) 


Association  of  Certificated  Dispensers. — The  annual  meet- 
ing is  to  be  held  in  the  Court  Room  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Water  Lane,  Blackfriars,  London,  E.C,  on  March  9,  at 
7.30  P.M. 

South- Western  Polytechnic  Institute. — The  prizes  and 
certificates  to  students  of  the  evening  classes  and  day  college 
will  be  distributed  on  March  10  by  Sir  Alfred  Keogh,  K.C.B., 
Rector  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Technology. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — The  annual  Cinderella 
dance  will  be  held  in  the  International  Hall.  Cafe  Monico, 
London,  W.,  on  March  9.  Tickets  (3s.  each)  from  Mr.  B.  R. 
Wilkinson,  23  Cromwell  Place,  South  Kensington,  S.W.,  or 
Mr.  M.  Daniels,  72  Great  Russell  Street,  London,  W.C. 


Alleged  'Sale  op  Strychnine.'; — Mr.  Frank  Rioss, 
chemist,  of  Chowringhee,  Calcutta,  was  charged  before 
Dr.  Thornhill,  Chief  Presidency  Magistrate,  Calcutta, 
with  selling  5  grains  of  strychnine  without  a  licence  to 
one  Bennett,  who  was  subsequently  arrested  and  charged 
in  connection  with  the  McDermott  murder  case.  The 
principal  witness  examined  was  Dr.  Bose,  Chemical 
Examiner,  Bengal,  who  said  that  1  grain  of  strychnine 
would  kill  a  man.  and  that  in  hi&  c-pinion  it  was 
not  safe  for  an  apothecary  to  sell  5  grains  without 
a  prescription,  but  that,  while  he  himself  includes 
strychnine  with  nux  vomica,  which  is  referred  to  in  the 
Poisons  Notification,  he  admitted  that  it  was  not  clearly 
mentioned  there.  At  a  subsequent  hearing  Mr.  Ross  was 
acquitted. 
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Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 


London  Section. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  on  February  20,  Mr.  E.  Grant  Hooper  in  the  chair. 

Guncotton  Manufacture. — The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  having  been  read,  the  Chairman  called  on  Mr.  G. 
W.  MacDonald  to  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Composition  of 
the  Acids  flowing  from  the  Thompson  Displacement  Ap- 
paratus for  the  Manufacture  of  Guncotton."  Mr.  MacDon- 
ald is  chemist  to  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Harvey,  and  he  described 
the  working  of  Thompson's  patent  process  for  making  gun- 
cotton  which  was  first  employed  at  the  Government  Fac- 
tory at  Waltham  Abbey.  Briefly,  the  process  consists  in 
running  water  on  the  top  of  the  mixed  nitric  and  sulphuric 
acids  in  which  is  immersed  the  nitrated  cotton,  and  in  this 
way  replacing  the  acid  by  water  much  in  the  same  way 
that  pharmacists  drive  the  spirit  out  of  the  exhausted 
marc  in  percolating  tinctures.  The  course  of  the  displace- 
ment has  been  followed  by  analysing  samples  of  acid  which 
were  drawn,  at  fairly  frequent  intervals,  as  displacement 
proceeded.  The  results  show  that  sulphuric  acid  is  dis- 
placed at  a  relatively  much  more  rapid  rate  than  nitric 
acid.  The  percentage  of  the  latter  remains  very  constant 
for  a  considerable  period  of  the  displacement,  and  during 
a  short  time  actually  rises.  The  suggestion  is  made  that 
this  may  be  due  to  a  selective  absorption  of  nitric  acid 
by  the  guncotton  fibre,  or  that  a  labile  nitrate  has  gradually 
broken  up,  as  the  water  content  of  the  acid  flowing  away 
gradually  increases.  The  loss  of  acids  to  the  drains  amounts 
to  0.4  per  cent,  of  the  acid  originally  used,  or  only  0.08  lb. 
total  loss  of  both  acids  per  pound  of  guncotton  produced. 
In  the  old  process  the  loss  was  ten  times  this  amount  .  The 
paper  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Thompson, 
Capt.  Lloyd  and  others. 

The  Instability  of  Ammonium  Salts. — Mr.  Watson 
Smith  then  read  two  papers  dealing  with  (1)  ammonium 
sulphate  and  its  instability,  and  (2)  the  hydrolysis  of 
ammonium  salts.  He  showed  by  references  and  quota- 
tions that  errors  and  omissions  as  to  the  true  properties 
of  ammonium  sulphate,  as  well  as  other  ammonium  salts, 
are  being  perpetuated  in  text-books  and  works  of  reference. 
For  example,  a  melting-point  of  140°  C.  is  attributed  to 
ammonium  sulphate  which  has  no  melting-point.  This 
salt  is  said  only  to  commence  decomposition  above  280°  C, 
when  it  really  begins  to  lose  ammonia  at  temperatures 
below  100°  C.  It  is  stated  to  begin  subliming  at 
280°  C,  though  not  without  decomposition,  whereas  it  can- 
not be  sublimed.  The  error  which  was  attributed  to 
Marchand  in  Gmelin's  earliest  work  was  due  to  a  mistrans- 
lation, as  Marchand  was  referring  to  acid  ammonium  sul- 
phate. The  results  of  hydrolytic  dissociation  of  am- 
monium salts  in  aqueous  solution  were  described,  and  the 
effect  of  ignorance  of  the  law  governing  these  is  demon- 
strated in  analytical  methods  involving  the  boiling  of  solu- 
tions of  ammonium  salts.  The  author  referred  to  some  hy- 
drolysis results  with  ammonium  salts  not  yet  recorded — i.e., 
with  ammonium  phthalate,  arseniate,  and  borate.  The  dis- 
cussion was  taken  part  in  by  Mr.  Veley,  Dr.  Lewkowitsch, 
and  others.  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  referred  to  the  ease  with 
which  organic  salts  of  ammonium  are  decomposed.  If 
ammonium  stearate  is  exposed  over  sulphuric  acid  in  a 
desiccator  the  acid  absorbs  ammonia  and  leaves  the  acid 
stearate.  One  speaker  raised  the  question  of  the  effect  of 
alkali  in  the  glass  vessels  in  promoting  dissociation,  and 
Mr.  Watson  Smith  replied  that  he  had  taken  the  precau- 
tion to  employ  platinum  vessels.  Mr.  Veley  said  that  the 
usual  plan  of  steaming  glass  vessels  to  remove  alkali  is 
worse  than  useless ;  the  best  way  is  to  soak  the  vessel 
overnight  in  some  of  the  same  solution  with  which  the 
experiment  is  to  be  conducted  the  next  day. 

Reactions  in  Gels. — Mr.  Emil  Hatschek  read  the  next 
paper  under  this  title.  This  referred  to  very  interesting 
experiments  made  by  obtaining  precipitates  in  gelatin  or 
agar-agar  jellies.  The  jelly  is  impregnated,  for  example, 
with  a  soluble  salt  of  calcium,  barium,  lead  or  silver,  «.nd 
when  the  jelly  has  set  there  is  poured  on  the  top  a  solution 
containing  salts  capable  of  forming  insoluble  salts.    In  the 


course  of  a  week  or  more  the  reactions  occur  throughout 
the  jelly.  The  author  called  attention  to  the  curious 
stratification  which  results  and  to  the  large  size  of  the 
crystals  that  are  obtained.  The  latter  feature  was  particu- 
larly noticeable  in  the  case  of  calcium  salts,  photo-micro- 
graphs of  which,  with  others,  were  exhibited  on  the  screen. 
The  results  are  not,  said  the  author,  of  commercial  value, 
but  as  pearls  are  mainly  calcium  carbonate  combined  with 
organic  matter,  the  process  might  be  employed  in  experi- 
ments on  the  manufacture  of  artificial  pearls.  Some  light 
is,  however,  thrown  on  the  formation  of  large  masses  of 
insoluble  compounds  in  organisms,  in  which  reactions 
practically  always  take  place  in  colloidal  media;  possibly 
also  on  the  formation  of  large  crystals  or  aggregates  of 
minerals  which  are  highly  insoluble  and  yet  not  likely  to 
be  of  igneous  origin.  After  a  short  discussion  Mr.  J.  H. 
Coste  described  a  new  still  water  gas-calorimeter  which  he 
has  designed  for  the<  determination  of  the  gross  calorific 
power  of  gas  by  the  combustion  of  1-20  cubic  ft.  of  gas. 

Liverpool  Section. 

The  meeting  on  February  15  took  the  form  of  an  exhi- 
bition of  chemical-industry  apparatus  at  the  Liverpool 
University.  The  whole  of  the  chemical  buildings  of  the 
University  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  by 
the  University  authorities,  and  in  each  room  there  were 
lectures  by  experts  in  special  subjects.  Professors  Baly 
and  Dawson,  of  the  University,  assisted  in  the  demon- 
strations and  Mr.  J.  W.  Towers,  of  Widnes,  was  the 
organiser. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Section. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  section  held  in  the  University,  Ed- 
mund Street,  Birmingham,  on  February  16,  Professor  Percy 
F.  Frankland,  F.R.S.,  delivered  a  lecture  on  "The  Bac- 
teriology of  Water. "  There  was  a  large  attendance,  includ- 
ing many  pharmacists.  Mr.  Liverseege  seconding  the  vote 
of  thanks. 

TRADE-MARKS. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  1,  1911.) 
"  Revolver,"  and  device  of  same;  for  malt  extract  and 

malt  flour  (42).    By  J.  Calder  &  Co.,  Ltd..  The  Distillery, 

Furnaoe  Row,  Bo'ness,  N.B.  328,890. 
"  Lecitonio  " ;   for  a  tonio  win©  (unmedieated)  (43).  By 

F   E.  Coe  Initernaitional  Advertising,  Ltd.,  102-104  New 

Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  329,082. 
"Vis-Haea":  for    hair-restoa-er    (48).    By    Vis-Hara  Co., 

29  Leith  Mansions,  Maida  Vale,  London,  W.  328,857. 
"  Softo,"  and  label  design;  for  all  goods  (48).    By  Soffo 

Manufacturing   Co.,    33   Edgware   Road,  London,  W. 

329,044. 

"  Moon  Flower  Soap,"  -and  label  design  ;  for  perfumed  soaj> 

(48).    By  Yardley  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  105  Carpenter's  Road, 

Stratford,  Essex.  328,631. 
Label  design  of  "  R.  V.  W."  Eau-de-Cologne  bottles  and  the 

word  "  Genuine  "  ;  for  Eau  do  Cologne  (48).    By  K.  V. 

Wagner,  34  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.  329,798. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  15,  1911.) 
"  Tete,"  and  sun  device;  for  chemicals  (1).    By  T.  Teich- 

graeber,  26  Camphausenstrasse,  Berlin.  327,009. 
Design  of  tea-pot;  for  chemicals  (2).    By  Harrisons  &  Cxm- 

field,  Ltd.,  3  Great  Tower  Street,  London,  E.C.  329,7/1. 
"  Mikkakma  "  and  "  Mikkura"  ;  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3). 

By  D.  M.  Serjeant,  27  Peckham  Road,  London, 

329,099/100. 

"Lorenco";  for  all  goods  (3,  42,  44,  and  48).  By  R.  Fry 
&  Co.,   Ltd.,    21   and    22   Middle   Street,  Brighton. 

329,507/8/9/10. 

"Triumph  Pessary,"  for  an  unmedicated  pessary  (11) > 
"  Tympaphone,"  for  an  instrument  for  deafness  (11).  ,  r>y 
Gertrude  Desmond,  Geoffrey  Buildings,  John  Bright 
Street,  Birmingham.  329/473/4. 


Printed  for  the  Proprietors  by  Spottiswoodi  &  Oo.  Ltd.,  New-  street  Square,  and  Published  by  the  Proprietor*  »t  42  Cannon  Street, 

in  the  City  of  London.— February  25, 1911.  1  ™J 


